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'

.; SECY-80-1247
i Dear Mr. Hager: OPE I

I OGC JFouchard ;

i The information provided as an athchment to your letter of June 16, 1980 )
! has been evaluated by members of the NRC staff. I have enclosed the l

i results of our avaluatic,a for your information.~ Additionally-the Commission, !

! in its Order Denying-Motion for Reconsideration of CLI-80-25 and Order for |
I Tempoiary Modification of License (enclosed), considered the information '

forwarded in your letter. - - '

.

| I would also note that in an attiempt.to better understand the concerns of
the liefdelberg group, a meeting including Dr. Franke (Mr. Alvarez and others)

'

and NRC staff members was held on June 27. 1980. -
.

I In closing I should mention that decontraination of the TMI UMt 2 reactor
! building atmosphere has' been compit-ted safely. In. contrast to the hypothesis
[- included, in the Heidelberg group's report,. quantifiable amounts of radioactive
} particulates were not observed during the purge.. I hope this information

proves useful to you.,
.. _

|-
- -

. , Sincerely, -
,

-
- 1

O t ml2i m n y

[ - JLP D:::ba , - ---
.

.
.

1

- Harold R. Centon, Director |_ ,. ,

- ' ''
./.

- - Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation. ,.
-- -
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-

.
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***** June 23, 1980

Docket flo. 50-320

,

, HEMORN10Uf! FOR: Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of fluclear Reactor Regulation

,

FROM: Bernard J. Snyder, Program Director-

THI Program Office, NRR

William E. Krager, Assistant Director
.for Radiation Protection, liRR

.

SUBJECT: REPORT BY THE IriSTITUTE FOR Et1ERGY AtlD Ei1VIR0!iMENTAL
RESEARCH, HEIDELBERG, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMAtlY

,

In view of the public interest and in response to some coments

on our initial reactions on this subject, we are providing some

additional information in the attached write-up.

|

- W._

Bernard J. Snyder, ogram Director
' Till Program Offic f1RR

s

.

William E. Kreger, Assistant 0 rector
,

for Radiation Protection, h, R |

Enclosure:
As stated

* ''
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

D
COMMISSIONERS: @.

9
John F. Ahearne, Chairman p 'DOGEMD

08 NMOVictor Gilinsky -

Richard T. Kennedy T JUN 2 619m , 5~

Joseph M. Hendrie 5

0k( 3 h'Peter A. Bradford
q. S ene,

b) N ,

In the Matter of
s

METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY, ~et al . Docket No. 50-320
)

(Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, )
Unit 2) )

)

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF
CLI-80-25 AND ORDER FOR TEMPORARY

MODIFICATION OF LICENSE

On June 12, 1980, the Commission issued a Memorandum and Order, CLI-80-

25, which approved purging of the TMI-2 reactor building atmosphere as pro-

posed by the NRC staff. The staff's proposal was described in detail in the

.
" Final Environmental Assessment for Decontamination of the Three Mile Island

Unit 2 Reactor Building Atmosphere," NUREG-0662, May 1980. This purging can

be carried out in such a manner (a " slow purge") that the release of radio-

active effluents, primarily krypton-85, will lie within the limits allowed by

the technical specifications which are part of che TMI-2 oper4 ting license.

A faster rate of purging is advantageous, however, for reasons discussed in
i

,

th Memorandum and Order. To permit a faster purge the Commission issued an

DUPLICATE DOCUMENT *

h .i
,j Entire document previously ;as instantaneous and quarterly-
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CIGISTIO IMSTITLTE
A Religious Public Policy CenteA

1324 Mordt ca.p4fs4 Scteri
Wu hingb n, D.C. 20002

(202) 797-8106 ,n

# cocum tJune 16, 1930 IMRC,

2E 'JUN 16 $80 > T
" Ofnes of the % .)

NRC
00Ch8:k 8 fenics /\\ t1717 H Street, N.W. 8*d

Washington, D.C. % .g'

Gentlemen:

We are submitting under this cover a copy of a report prepared by the
Institute for kargy and Environmental Resear;n of Heidelberg, TRG, under
the auspices of Bernd Franke. The sumr ary of this report was submitted
to Comnissioner ahearne during the public meeting held on June 5.1980
by the NRC concerning venting of radioactive particulates and gases from
the DiI Unit 2 reactor centainment building. The report contains natarial
that shows the proposed 7enting procedures to create significant hazards
considerations that would be appropristely subject to the fact finding
procedures of a public heating.

We note with concern that your Crder for Temporary radification of
License docketed on June 12, 1980 does not centemplate compliance with
10 CTR 2.105 as would nor= ally be required where an anendment raises
significant hazards considerations. While the question of whether or
not the action proposed by the NRC will in fact present a significant
hazard is still subject to debate, we firmly believe that the enclosed
study by internationaut recognited expert on the effects of radiation
clearly shcus beyond any doubt that there are significant considerations
of hazard to the public health that deserve a full hearing before theymay be adequately resolved.

We also note that the NRC in its Order of June 12, 1980 purported to
rely upon 10 CTR 2.204 f or the apparent authority to make its order
i= mediately effective. While we have serious reservations whether this
provision applier to others than the licensee it is clear that i=nediate
effectiveness of the Order would depend upon a finding that the public
health, safety and interest so requires. Not only has such a finding
not been :::ach by the NRC but we contend that the Heidelberg study
=akes abundantly clear that the public interest lies in according this
issue of intentional release of radioactive materials into the atmosphere
the full scale public hearing which its possibly profound consequencesdeserve.

We would appreciate your response to the issues we have raised in regard
to the significant new light which the Heidelberg study casts on this
issue.

.

CHRISTIC INSTITUTE

z .-

Robart Hager g
RH:pa

5/17...To E00 for Direct Recly...Saspense: Ane 24..Cpys to: Ch=,3rs CPE,0GC
(sent by tourier to EDO, CPA, Snyder) orig to docket... 80-1247
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I RADIAT10N' EXPOSURE DUE TO VENTING TMI-2

REACTOR BUILDING ATMCSPHERE

A Study Prepared by the' Institute for F.nergy and
Environmental Research, Heidelberg,1 Federal Republic*

i

of Germany for the Three Mile Island Legal Fund,

Washingt'on, D.C.

I

|

Bernd Franke and Dieter Teufel

1

|
-

|

Heidelberg, June 12, 1980

|

*) mailing addresst ITEU, Zm Sand 3, 6900 Heidelberg, West Germany
_
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