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Workers say Crucible
I. '. % ..

:N
.

| faked steel test reports ''~
';-

.

B3 Dan Kone 'As a result of that inquiry the thaves tert- - ",

suff Wnter ,

l dropped, and it didn't even tecome a formal 4 i M
.

3
t a

IntestigatiorL' be sad, - *
The FBIis inveni sti workers alle atsons The company has paned yearly certifscation

g
|

1 .
that CrucMe Speciskiy 1- JeJ .1

etals. th6 Na 's tap tesu by Navy mspectors. Pe.ra added. and has J@k&WGleM,0intili

suppber ot nuclear-quahty steel. falail years received no complaina lrom the companies that d (
i of sirength test reporu use the steel to butid nuclear submannes and I. ,- f 01

r - '

1 Three employees and a former employee et airttati carners #
9,. .

I
the plant told the Herald American the com.t >

CrucMe e loys ).400 people ebout 1.100 y?'.p.any sent hrndreds of tuntomers untested of them Ste7morters union members. tho
| steel. some of thich may have gone to nuclear voted to strike tben their contract espired '

-.
- facshtses arout4 the toontry. One worker said last night - at its plant on Sute Pair Boulevard t [phe persona!!y saw supervisors falsify 15 tesu a in Solvay. Petra said Crucible is the nat6on's ) - '

dav for five years larrest s
snifloon toYmilhon in busineu a year.her of Navy nuclear steel.doing 43 l

'

Crucible's president. Traneis Petra asid the
.

I, ' * * *
| allegstions are unfounded He said the Naval in the past month. the FBI has contacted tuo -

Iraestigauve Service in 1967 thecked into alle- of the eorkers ohe otre interviemed in the [ asemet coucists sTm
'

gatioro that strength test reports had teen fal- Navy invesugation. **= 1ksaue r+ a.
sified far steel provided to a submarme protect. SittLWORKER John Bobon dons a sign',and
and found no wrongdoir$ 3 CilVCIBLF,Page Alt works a packet bne earty Piis mornm0
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! Crucible denies falsifying test reports 6n nuclear-quality steel '
!

. .

0 CRUCIBLE - had no authonty to investigate. Smith. ~ FET5tA AMD%Ilard Pierce, company if the comp 8ny were ever investigated.
>

'

Continued from Page AI the Navy spokesman. said he didn't vice president for industnal relations. he woved be imphcated, smce the report
*

!

know if those documents were turned .said Walker is a comptainer who tried to 'asd Ins vasme on it. Instead, he made a -I rME AGENCY AISO is reviewing old over to other investigative authorities. bilk the company of $3.800 in disabihty . copy of the and began collec*ineI files on the case. Michael . supervi- About 4 percent of Crucible's commer- pay. ether reports beliewd we falsified'
sorof theSyracuseofficefor Depart- clat contracts are for nuclear.quahty Btit three employees, who e on Hegave them toWalkerin 1994. I| ment of Defense Investigative Service, steel, which can wind up in nuclear reac. the condition their names not used.cenfirmed the FBI requested and tors in a vanety of uses. Some of its cli- confirmed his story. '" ''"8 #*Ik'' *h' **' 'P''t omreceived records of the Navy's probe ents could. In turn, sell that steel to the Two employees said the report falsify. unwitled emnplaints he had with the4

from his agency about two monthsago. government, though it probably ing has gone on foraslongas 15 years. mnpany, turnd me nports om to ;

Petra said he was unaware of the FBf -wouldn't be used for defense work, a ~There were certain people over then Raggi and-another Department ofi

! investigation. He said neither he nor sourre said. who spent many many hours wnting Defense investigator. Don Mancuso.
other mar %.ue..t ungby~ have been Nuclear-quality steel is produced lphony reports) rather than doing (the 0 * ND" "" Mnw in tM .1contacted by the FBI. Under closer scrutiny than other pred- testsi.~ said one employee who talked to Manment d h.s Wstp ;

! Les Amann, special agent in charge of vets to ensure it meets techmcal spec 6 Navy investigators. ~~Both union and enseon IAng Island at thetime. ;

! the Syracuse FBI office, would neither cations. In government contracts, management employees would just sit Raggiand Mancusoquestioned Walker
.

'
! confirm nor deny there's an investiga- lespectors from the Defense Contract thereon Saturdays and wnte them up.* and anoGer s_,byw at the Leisure - '

{ tion. i Admmistration Services are supposed to Walker and one of the employees. Roege, a bar-restaurant in Solvay. Theyi The Navy's probe. which ran from supervise the production and testing. Jm.b.-d the followmg incident. which then processed the report and turn =d it .. J:nuary I'J85 to July 1987. found no The term " nuclear.quahty~ refers to the they saidled to the Navy . over to the Naval Investigative Service. !

,

,

i wrongdoing. said Lt. Greg Smith, a testmg protocol. not the steel itself. In 1933. an employee finished a Though the Navy's investigation 'spokesman m the Navy's press office in The FBI probe began this summer tensile-strength test on a contract for started m January 1965. Investigators
,Washington. D.C. when Walker, who was * ired this Jan. nuclear-qua! sty steel for Newport News didn1 interview & L,~ and review |

,

The workers who spoke to the Herald uary. Informed them of the Navy's Shipbuildmg of Newport News. Va. The Nava! contracts unteithe sprmg of 1967 !Amencan sad they told Navy investiga- investigation. c. ny builds rmclear submarines'for Before the Navy could begin its inves- t
. tors the company h.'d been routinely Ial- Walker 42. of Ill Ferguson Ave. the mentof Defense. tiration. _ ,% said. Crucible ended

1| sifying reports of steel strength tests up North Syracuse. Es suing the company, The ernployee's sti,,u We.c saw the the fraudulentpractice. *
'

. until 1985. They couldn't cite instances and the union. Local im of the United contract required two tensile. strength The same _,L,u who had collectedi where the untested steel led to any Steelworkersof America. tests. Instead of askmg the eu.ybju to' the falsified reports filed a grievance ,
'

mishaps or m'alorcomplaints.
. He contends he was fired because the perform a second test on another piece of agamst the company in 1585.empicyees

'

i The Navy's probe focused on one con- company discovered he was behind the steel, the supervuoc duplicated the first sauf. His grievance stated that the com-j tract to supply steel to its nuclear subma- Navy probe. He also charges the umon test's Imdings. pony was taking away work from umen
,

i nne manufacturer. Newport News Ship- inew about the strength-test scheme Walkerand theworkersaid thesecond . vL,~ by faissfying the reports.
,

! btnlders. and chose topretend it didn't exist. test report obveusly was false because it Since the grievance publicized the !

>
'

The probe began after a Crucible metal As a result. union officials didn't back didn't include a piece of graph paper that practice withm the plant. the w.. ..y

.

lab worker. Richard J. Walker. sent the him in a gnevance hearmg tv. tu- 4 the tensile. strength machme makes to pin a stop to it the workers said. But Ihe
,

; Defense Department 250 pages of his firing on theft charges. he said. record the steel's strength. The report amon withdrew the grievance. ';
i strength test reports he believed were IAcal union president Frank Adams also was in the rovs. ...,v 's handwrdmg. Soon after the gnevance was with- .

1 f Isified. and distnet @.m.m.tative Richard Cor- despite the fact union i...yk si, per. drawn. the company brought in a new. '
iMOST OF T94E reports cosa oid een not k wac W h m h the tests. W W k M test pims

commercial contracts, which the Navy Friday orSaturday. Sources said the e...,L,u feared that from thesteelat a much fasterrate. ,

-____________________________ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ . _. __ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ .__ _. ~. .__ . _ _ _ '


