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Workers say Crucible
faked steel test reports

By Den Kane “As 8 result of (hat Inquiry (he ¢w!« were
Sall Wrier . dropped. and i idn't even become & formal
- i nvesugation” be sid
The FBI i invent am’ workers allegations The company has yearly cerufication
that Crucibie Specialty Mewls the Navy s 1op | tesis by Navy inspeciors. Peira added. and has

tupplier of nuciear-Qualily steel faisified years | peceived no complaini from the companies thal
of girengih-ies repory use Lhe sieel 0 buld nuclear submannes ant
Three employeet and 8 former employee 8t | airerali carners
the plant wid the Herald American the com- Crucible employs ) 400 people = about 1,100
pany sent hondreds of customers untesied | of them Siee!workers unioh members, who
fiecl some of which may have gone W nuclear | vowed (o sirike when their coniract expired
faciliies around the country One worker said | last night = a1 fis plant an Swaie Fair Boulevard
he personally saw supervisors falsily 15 s 3 | in Solvay Peira said Crucible is the nation's
day for five years h'ﬁm supplier of Navy nuclear sieel, doing 83
Crucible’s president, Francis Peira. aaid the | miflion 1o b mullion in business & year
sllegstions are unfounded He said the Noval In the past month, the F'Bl has contacied two
Invesugative Service in 1987 checked into alle- | of the workers who were inierviewed in the
geuiong that surengih-lest reporis had been fal- | Navy investigalion -
$ilied for siee! provided W0 0 submarine propel, . SYEELWORKER Jotn Sobon dons 8 sign and
and found no wrongdoing ® CRUCIBLE Page AJ(  walks & pickel fine sary ™his morming

r

0N
STRILE

Agaial CRUCIBUL $TERL

B12290027 891219 4\ ¢
PDR FOIA 1/
KESSNERBY-432 PDR



i
§
T T T e——— &R '

Crucible denies falsifyin g test reports on nuéléar—qtiality steel

® CRUCIBLE
Continued from Page Al

THE AGENCY ALSO is reviewing old

files on the case. Michael Rmm-rvi-
sor of the Syracuse office for Depart-
ment of Defense Investigative Service,
confirmed the FBI requested and
received records of the Navy's probe
from his agency about two months ago.

Petra saud he was unaware of the FBI
investigation. He said neither he nor
other management empioyees have been
contacted by the FBI.

Les Amann, special agent in charge of
the Syracuse FBI office, would neither

conflirm ner deny there’s an investiga-
tion

The Navy's probe, which ran from
January 1985 to July 1987, found no
wrongdoing, said Lt. Greg Smith, a
spokesman mn the Navy's press office in
Washington. DC.

The workers who svok;‘:y the Heraid
Amencan sad toid n'l'!shg: :
tors the compa; been routinely
silying reports of steel strength tests up
my"ﬁw They couidn’t cite instances
where the untested steel led to any
mishaps or major compiaints.

The Navy's probe focused on one con-
tract {0 supply steel Lo its nuclear subma-
rine manufacturer, Newport News Ship-

The probe began after a Crucible metal
lab worker. Richard J. Walker. sent the
Defense Department 250 of
strength test reports he beli were
falsified.

MOST OF THE reports concerned
commercial contracts, which the Navy

had no authonity to investigate Smuth.
the Navy spokesman, said he didn't
know if those documents were turned
over 1o other investigative authorilies.

About 4 percent of Crucible’s commer-
ciai contracts are for nuciear-quality
steel. which can wind up in nuclear reac-
tors in 3 varwety of uses Some of its cli-
ents could. in turn, sell that stee! 10 the
government, though il probabiy
wouldn't be used for defense work, a
source said.

Nuclear-quality steel Is produced
under closer scrutiny than other prod.
ucts {0 ensure it meets techmicai speai’:
cations. in government coniracts,
irspectors from the Defense Contract

Admimstration Services are to
supervise the production testing.
The term “nuclear-quality” refers 1o the

The FBI probe began this summer
when Waiker, who was lired this Jan-
vary. informed them of the Navy's

investigation.

Walhser. 42, of 111 Per{:nn Ave
North Syracuse, is the company
and the union, Local § of the United
Steriworkers of Amenica

He contends he was fired because the
company discovered he was behind the
Navy probe. He aiso charges the umon
tnew about the strength-test scheme
and chose to pretend it didn’t exist.
:-:"M' m:’e’mtﬂs&dn'luk
m in 3 grevance concermng
his firing on theft chargrs. he said.
Local union president Frank Adams
and district representalive Richard Cor-
coran could not be reached for comment
Friday or Saturday.

PETRA AND Willacd Pierce. company
snd Walker is 2 compiamer who tried 1o

bilk the company of $5.800 in disability

pay.

But trree employees. who on
the condit:on thew mum
confirmed his story.

Two yees sad the report falsify-
ing has gone on for as long a= 15 years.

“There were certan peopie over there
who spent many. many hours writing
{phony reports) rather than doing (the
tests).” saxd one who lalked to
Navy investigators. “Both ymon and
management employees would just sit
thers on Saturdays and write them up.~

Walker and one of the employees
described the following incident,
lhrywdlalblhcﬂavymt

in 1533, an employee finished 3
tensile-strength test on 3 contract for

{

He gave them to Waiker in 1984
™ 1984, Walker. who was upeet over
unseitied complaints he had with the

th2> Navy's investigation *
o ey T, .
and review
n s
tigaton. employees said. Crucibie ended
the fravdulent .




