\ 8. TORY COMMISSION [WATTOU RO NOWRE RS
Nissveagy =
RESPONSE TO FR - —5123“ | X] panriac

INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) REQUEST DEC 1 ¢ 1989
[ DOCKEY NUMBERIS I apphcatee )
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Requested records are svailable through another public distribution progrem . See Comments Section i
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w 10 the request thet are described on the eclosed Appendixies) D e u-;? withheld in theit entirtety of in part under the

R § 17

o
ol

and 101 the ressons set forth below pursusnt to 5 U S C 552b) ana NRC Regulations

1. The withheld information & properly clessified pursusnt 10 Erecutive Order € XEMPTION 1)

The withheld information relates solely 10 the mernal personne! rules and procedures of NRC  (EXEMPTION 2)

El
.

The withhent information is specificelly exempted from public disclosure by n:t’\;lrmumﬂ '( XEMPTION 3)

=

— v B

Bections 141 145 of the Atomic Enorgy Act which prohibits the disclosure of Restncted Deta or Formerly Restricted Dot (42 U S C 2161 21685

Section 147 of the Atomic Energy Act which prohibits the disciosure of Unclassified Sateguards information 42 US C 2167

-4
‘ 4

e withheld information i & 11ade Secret 0 commercisl or Tnancial information that s being withheld for the reasonis) mdwcated (EXEMPTION &)

The information is consitiersd 10 be confidential business (proprieta v information

- — e e et A et A e A S < B s R

The information is considered 10 be proprietary information pursuent 10 10 CFR 2 78010)0Y)
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The information was submiited and received in configence pursuant 1o 10 CFR 2 7801012

8 The withheld miormation conssts of interagency o mtvuo'o";cv- 7'no_'e'n ‘n-'m m:m aviabie thiough dm—o';"v; w-r\q ;!;gal-u;n_(l l.(TM_'TTO-i L1 Mm-h'mp
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X

Dolibutative Process Disclosure of predecisional information woult tend 10 nhibil the open and trank exchange of ideas essential 10 the deliberstive process
Whare records are withheld i their entirgty, the Tacts are inex1ncably intertwined with the predecisonal mformation There also sre no reasonably segregable factusl
JOTiions beceute he 10800 of the i8cts wewld parmit on induect inguity into the predecanyd process of the egeney.

X

Attorney work product privilege {Documents prepared by an attarmey in comemplation of htigation |

————- » - B B —s B O s R B R R R R

Attomey  client priviege (Contidential communic 810ns Letween an aiomey and s her chent )

6. The withhwid information » exempted 1rom public Bisclosure because ts GIsclosure woult result in & Clearly unwat anied inveson of personal privecy (EXEMPTION 6)

e etett — . - P —pp——

7. The withheld information consists of records complied for low enforcement purposes and s being withheld tor the reasonis) indicated (EXEMPTION 7)

Disclosute coukd roasonably be expecied 1o mwu-{ with ar l-'!'(r;«emrm poe ;v;a-ng_tw«,u«:nt N eoults reveal the scope. deection and focus of en
forcement aftons end thus Could Possibly Allow them 1o 1ake &cHon 10 ste il potentis! wrongdong o a violation of NRC reguirements from imvestigatorns
EXEMPTION 7 (AN

Disclosure would constitute an unwarrenied invasion of personal privacy ‘EXEMPTION 7(Ch

The information congists of names of individuals and other informatian the disclosure of which coult reasonably be expected 10 reveal entities of
vontigential sources (EXCMPTION 7 (D)

m —— p— . O S— ——

PART 8. € -DENVING OFFICIALS

Pursuant 1o 10 CFR 8 26(b) and/or 8 25 (¢ of the U § Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations. it has been determined that the information withheld s exempt
from production or disclosure. and that its Production o disclosure s contrary 10 the public mierest The persons responsibie for the denial are those officials Wentified
below as denying officials and the Director. Division of Freedom of Information and Puply anons Services. Otfice of Administration and Resources Management for any
denials that may be appepled 10 the Executive Director for Operations (£DO

SES— e e g e e et

Robert M. Bernero Materia) Safety and Safeguards |  0/1 il R e

DENYING OFFICIA! "'"“_&:?ﬁf{f&fﬂéf‘__— ooy ~ ] mecomos oewieo APPELLATE | OFFICIAL
Director, O0ffice of Nuclear | SECRETARY ]

Joseph Scinto |__Hearings and Enforcement o/e-0/3-0/4 | X | |

Deputy Gereral Counsel for
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— J— S— amr— D UNISURPSIETINPSP —
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TARYN. D -APWOAL NONTS

Tho denial by each denying official identified in Pant It T may be appesied 10 the Appellate Official entified in that section Any such sppe sl must be in writing and must
be made within 30 days of receipt of this response Appeals must be addressed as appropriste 10 the Executive Director for Operations or 1o the Secretary of the Commission,
U 8 Nucies Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 206686 and should clearly state on the envelope and in the letter that it is an “Appeal from an nitisl FOIA Decisian
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10.
n.
12.
13.
14,
18.
16.
17.
18.

12/2/8)
12/8/81
12/10/81
1/12/82
5/25/82
3/15/83

11/16/84
12/10/84

11/26/85
2/18/86
4/14/86
5/14/86
9/19/86
8/4/88
10/13/88
4/4/89
4/19/89
4/19/89

Re: FOIA-89-376

APPENDIX C

Letter from Percy to Kanmerer (9 pages)
Note from Felton to Files (1 page)

Note from Felton to Files (1 page)

Letter from Kammerer to Corcoran (1 page)
Letter from Dircks to Corcoran (2 pages)

Decisfon of the Presiding Officer, signed by Maussnardt
(17 pages)

Memorandum from Hind to Lieberman (30 pages)

Record entitled, "Kress-Creek - Staff Affirmative Case"
(18 pages)

Memorandum from Cunningham to Kerr (1 page)
Letter from Crow to Fort (1 page)

Memorandum from Mapes to Lubenau () page)
Letter from Vaughn to Lickus (3 pages)
Memorandum from Cunningham to Kerr (1 page)
PNO-111-88-69 ()1 page)

Adjudicatory Issue Information (2 pages)
Memorandum from Cunningham to Thompson (1 page)
Daily Highlights (1 page)

Letter from Salus to Holt (41 pages)



Re: FOIA-89-376

APPENDIX D

RECORDS WITHHELD IN ENTIRETY

6/27/84 Letter from Steve Y. Tsai to W. A, Nixon transmitting
revised draft report entitled, “Evaluation of the Kerr-McGee
Proposed Stabilization Plan for Compliance with Environmental
Protection Agency Standards" (51 pages)
Exemption § « Deliberative Process*

2. 9/20/86 Memorandum from William J, Olmstead to G. Wayne Kerr, subject:
Licensing of Kress Creek Radioactive Materials (3 pages)
Exemption 5 - Attorney Work-product

3. 3/19/88 Memorandum from James P. Murray to Mugh L. Thompson, subject:
Commission Decision Regarding 274B Agreement with I11inois
and Related Order in Kress Creek (2 pages)

Exemption & - Attorney Work-product

4, B/19/88  Revised memorandum from James P. Murray to Hugh L. Thompson,
subject: Commission Decision Regarding 274B Agreement with
1111inois and Related Order in Kress Creek (2 pages) with
attached draft letter to Terry Lash (3 pagesg
Exemption & - Attorney Work-product

*For your information, this draft document was never issued as
a final report. Factual contents of the document were published
in NUREG-0904, which is available for public inspection and
copying in the NRC Public Document Room.
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WRITER'S DIRBCT LINE

(312) 781-6695 August 25, 1989

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
ACT REQUEST

[olA-§9-376
St £-3077

Mr., Dick Lavins
Freedom of Information Officer
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C.

Re: FOIA Request #89-266
Re: Kerr-McGee, etc., et al.
Our File No. 10350-023

Dear Mr, Lavins:

1 received the package of documents you sent
pursuant to the above reguest, 1 was surprised to find
that so few documents fulfilled that reguest., Upon
consulting with my colleague John Pfeifer who, as you
recall, was present during our telephone discussion
regarding our FOIA requests to your agency, we
concluded that there had been a misunderstanding about
the scope of the request, which we believe was much
broader thion what was actually fulfilled,

As a result, in order to eliminate any further
misunderstandings, I am making another FOIA request to
include all documents after 1970 not in the NRC Public
pocument Room and which refer or relate to any of the
following entities and their connection with the
thorium milling facility in West Chicago, Illinois:
Kerr-McGee Corporation, Kerr-McGee Chemical Corpora-
tion, American Potash and Chemical Corporation and/or
the Lindsay Light Company.

Moreover, inasmuch as there may be some

duplication between the documents fulfilling this
request and those already in our possession, we request

12¢5p205-(p)



BURDITT, BOWLES & RADZIUS, CHARTERED

Dick Lavins, FOIA Officer
August 25, 1989
Page Two

that we be permitted to examine these documents at your
offices, so that we may select those items we wish

duplicated.
Very truly yours,
Bruce C. deGrazia

cet John G, Pfeifer, Esq.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: James Lieberman, Dirsctor ang Chief Counsel
Regions) Operations and Enforcement Division
Cffice of the Executive Lega) Director

Jeck A. Hing, Director,

Division of Redietion Safely
and Safeguards

Region 111

KRESS CREEX DECONTAMINATION LITIGATION

Enclosed is informetion obtained from Region 111 files and olher sources
relating to certain ¢f the gestions set out in your memorandum cated
September 6, 1984 The questions sodressed are Lthose which Region 111 was
asked 10 comment on during & Seplember ¢, 1964 telephone conference with DELD
and NMSS representatives Although Lhe tearch included the complete file, i1t
was not exhaustive. Further review will undoubtedly be necessary es the staff
cese is developed

Thus far, we have found 1ittle informetine. lo. indicate significant releases
from either the ¢isposdl or faclory. siles.and il or ne inform: iign wes
found Tngirsting.release or enyirennents) monitoring briore 1280 by

Kerr McGee or its predecessor companigs. There is anecJota) information atout
transfer of process wastes to ponds on the gisposa) site but no system derails
were fLuno in vhis cornect on, we have found nt coustruction detei s on
building 34, which we pelieve housed the pumping station for Lhis process
timilarly, we have no deld s concerning an sbandoned drain 1ine Trom the
vicinity of a process building (#8) other than its )
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lusion on 8 system
growing. These may be fruitfu) areds Lo pursue under giscovery

Qur infervation concerning details of the city storm sewer sys‘em that Teads Lo
Kress Creex s also scenty Both NMSS and Kegion 111 have @ mag of the

system we have identified two of the onsite manholes but have Tount ne
evidence of altered drains or indications of direct pathways from the tailings
piles The portion of the sewer on the disposa) site is enclosed in a berm

for about half its length but we have no information whether 1L wes ;art'cf

the original (circa 1924) construction. Neither do we have any information
about repairs or modifications to this ‘ine by anyone and we were told thet the
city keeps no such records This may also be 8 matter for discovery.

7 ssbrapa3y @f )



-

" James Lieberman NOV 1 6 1984

ks noted in the enclosure, we found eleveted radiation Yevels in » manhole
upstream of the Kerr McGee factory sfte but don't know what the meteria) s or
where 1t came from. We intend to pursue this matter further with the help of
the ¢city engineer {f possible.

Region 111 will continue to cooperate in the develooment of information
necessery to this cese. M. Schumacher (FT1$ 388-5514) continues 10 be the
Region 111 technical contact in this metter

oWV YT 4

(
V.:\t A. Kind, Director
Divistion of Radistion Safety
end Safeguards
kRegion 111

Enclosures ks stated

ce w/encls

P. Page, NMSS
Crow, NM§S
Nixon, NMSS
tuoco, ELDV
Burns, ELD
Davis, K111




. ENCLOSURE '

Locetion ang number of taflings plles and detention ponds.
The fo)lowing are ebridged quotations of inspection reports

hpri) 2, 1956, “rhe weste fs...4n sYudge piles on 12 acres
Yoo Youid waste 18 pumped into open sumps onh Lhe
12 ecres.”

December 3, 1857;  "Liquid process wastes are Cischarged. .. intc @
Yerge sump basin "

April 19, 1961, “The pile of gangue is located at the southwest
corner of the plot and 18 within 30 feel of the west
fence."

March 23, 1963; W .ang the Yicensee has severa) retention ponas for
the collection of 811 Yiguid process waste Trom the
p‘.h‘."

July 7, 1973, “The Yiguid 1s discharged into pond 1,...1nto #2
into #3.. pong #4."

The “Site Stabitization Plan for Kerr-McGee Chemica) Corps.” blueprint
dated July 10, 1978, shows the location of five ponds The flan for
Permenent Disposition of Thorium Bearing Weste Solids at West Chicago, L
stotes, thet ponds 1 and 2 were built in the 1650's, and & small pong on
the manufacturing site was abandoned. About 1966 No. 3 pond was placed
in use and operated in serfes with No. 1 or No. 2 In 1870 ponds No. 4
and No. $ were put into operstion in series cownsiream of No. 3. The
dotted ouvt)ines, added by RI1]l personnel, are ponds 15 Yocated
approximately where they are shown on the June 10, 1878 blueprint
previously cited

The sttached drawings (not to scale) and copies of photographs show &
witte pile near the southwest corner of the “12 ecre' weste storage

area. This sppears to be the same pile that is currently on the
Yicersee's Olsposa) pite. The northern most "Gray Mud wWaste Pile" on the
grawing (attachment 1) appears to be apprexiretely where a4 pond 1s shown
on the protograph copies. This would be pond #2 on the current numbering
system

Severa) pits shown in the center of photograph #1) (attachment 2) and the
right center of photograph #12 (sttachmert 3) are on the “production
site One of these may be one referred to in Lhe Plan cited above

Controls that have existed over Tailing Piles

Region 111's first dealings with the West Chicago site was an informa~
tion gathering inspection on April 2, 1956. A description of the 12 acre
sile stated that it was not fenced on one sive The next report, of an
inspection on December 3, 12, 1957 and April 9, 19%8, descrited the
Restricted waste Storage Area" in Enclosure B, Drawing #1 (see
attach=ent 1) as "Are2 enclosed by an eight foot wire fence and posted




¢

Gates equipped with chein end
fn & report of en Inspectior
The guard was located in the

with appropriate readiation warning signs.
Yocks." The first mention of & guare wes
conducted between April end August 1962,

production ared,

rTht piles rempined urcovered unti) July 1983 when an asphalt supprestion
system (o Yight coet of cotionic asphait emulsion followed by & nonwiven
geotechnica) febric and then 3 relotively thick top cost of asphelt
I-em-\s*m-) was epplied,

-~

Currently, the site 1s comp etely fenced with o round the clock cuer

8t the only entry

Evalustion of the

We heve no fundame 1te) problem with this study. 1t wes conducted i
sccordence with @ satisfactory plan and gave results generglly consistent
Fr 1678) and by ORAU (1981). Mowever,

vith previous surveys by
we note that contemination
boundary of the survey, 1.€.,
of the DuPage River from 118 confluence witl

igerioc
ndoubtedly extends beyond the southern

further downstreem slong the West Bror
Kress Creek,

13

supporting Facts e to when Kress Creek Contaminatior

Theories end
Dccurred.

pposed thet thorium repched Kress Creek vig the storm

1t 15 _generally suppe
cEwer throughout the operatiof of the site. According to the city

¢rgineer, the storm sewer has been in existence since the 1820's. It

mey be further speculated that releases may heve been higher Ouring carlier

periods when presumably fewer controls may heve DLeen erercised, However,
to support these suppositions. Our first

ne real factuel basis
ton 111 files fount mothing
The monitoring records which
storm sewer relepse from tne

we nave
pess through the Reg
period of high release

o pUint e @ specific
dote from about
factory site DUt

1680 indicate cuntinuing
at levels below regulatory Timits. We do not krow if releases ot lhese
period of 40 or 50 years couid account for the contenmination

levels for @
found along Yress (reek, but we suspect not. o e

>

Yocated two storm Sewer manholes (circled on Attachment &)

In October, we

on the kerr McGee site Jater samples were taker from them, Direct
radiation readings taken inside sbout 100 uR/hr) indicate the presence
of radicactive materis). We were not equipped_to take sediment _serples
at the time t_._t__n;”- try ageir

We 8150 located two spparent stovm sewer manholes (circled) on George
ttreet north of the site. Both were dry s0 that the direction of weter
flew could not be ascertained, byt the wep shows they are upstream on 3
1ine that joins the Kress Creek storm sewer upstream of the disposal
site We were not equipped to take sediment samples - they will be
taken later. However, direct radiation measurements on the one west of
the EJAE railroad showed near background radiation Yevel inside (10 uR/hr)
While the one east of the tracks (upstream) was much higher (about
2000 yR/hr) than any of the others encountered. We cen't explain this
but we note that the seuei'éiiiiig_tq_ggyg*raie_jn,thg,q’rect’gr_;ffthe
westrum Building Tocated at 165 West Washingien tireet (see attachment 7).

¢
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The map shows no Sewer connection.

This 2»"65'»9, ';'T;Q"i, te ¢

W1 byt lging by Kerr McGee wes $21€ 10 heve been vsef es 8 letor

by Kerr Hcate and/or 113 predecessor companies,

Measurements ent olserveticns during en extended [November 15 Jery
1980) inspection of the building indicated redioactivity in veor pipes
end drains, including o basement sewer pipe. We Con prly spec. ey
10 the possible comnection, {f any, between these finCings eno thnoie in
the storm sewer (presumed) manholes on Georpe Street. One would € pect
the building sewer to connect to the senitary sewer end not the ¢ m
sewer. The ¢ifferent sewers observed through the nunerous mart ¢
George Street near the tracks sppesr to be ¢f ¢ifferent vintat
verious bottles end via)s observe¢ during the above rentioned vioh, A
including & bottle with @ LinGsay Chemica) Company lebe) merhec
“mesothorium® (ro¢iume228) end deted 19&4. The inspection vepir: stetes
thet “"sctivities with mesothorium as o seperpted product end with be-228
were conducted under the jurisdiction of the State of 11inois.
In summary, we have not yet beer eble to escertain just when ! Treed
become conteminated. 14 98 libely that d% hAS OCLurred L0 $7"¢ e
t{“pnlvc“nw;ctqﬁuggste In aggition there Tence
suppESYITgTTTe POLeOItYTYET Taterial Tron & Tormer Tebore
West Weshington Street may heve 180 entered Lhe sewer Syster Lk
the creek 8t some vnknown time in the pest
Possible pathways by which meterie) may have migratec from the ¢t
¢ Factory Site
1. Rein carrying contamination from the site vie bwi tlers
and downspouts to street or site surface creins, Moty ¢l
washed 10 the street would go 10 the storm sewer S Ly way
. of strevt curbs, putters, ant gutter ording, Strect c.titer
drains are present on Factory Street. The presence of building
gutters and downspouis gischarging dgirect)y onto the sireet
covld not be verified,
2 tite gyvfase drains connectec ¢irectly Lo Lhe $R07M SEnETS woule
s 70w for o direct pathepy. ATthough an existing orein ip
COFRecied 1o an abandoned c¢rain near building § 15 ¢
Catelytic, Inc. Engineering Depariment "wWater Trext €T |
grovnd Piping Plan® (attachment §) no evicence for nst
this possibility covle be found vpon expmiring sewt
Factory Street tue to (1) confusion beiweer saniter storm
sewtrs 06 (2) the apperent cffferences in vinteges of sone
SEWErS,
3. ins (Cﬂ'?(“jvc_,ﬂ t," iging \4 symp _¢nc pump

Site surface dra ect
hovse would discharge through the by
sump to the SIOLM SEwEr. An existin

building 14 is shown on the Caletytic Plan.

5

modified in November 1582 to eliming
except for extremely heavy rainfall,

3

11ding by overflowing the
g discharge pipe from
The system was
te this gischarge method



Process weste 4n a slurry or YHouid form, discussad In Inspaction
reports ond Yicensoe system descriptions, wes transferred to

the disposa) site from the production sita by wiy of building 14,
Although the exect architecture of this bufiding 15 not currently
obvious, 1t eppears thet morg than one sump (pit) was below tie
butlaing, 1f the process wiste flowed to ong of these sumps

by gravity for pumping to thu cisposa) site, the potentiel for

8 releese 2o the storm sewar Gua 10 overflow or direct communis
cotion between the process weste and surfoce drafn cischarges sump
mey heve existed, This 48 simply speculetion at this time,

Dispose) $ite

Metarie) washed offthe tat)ings pile on the dispose) sfte to the
storm sewer by woy of leaching, ¢irect flow thraugh grovnd Lissures,
anime) burrowing, vegetation-intrimian (roats) or geleripration ove
1 ase. The manhole fmmediately west of the taflings pile ¢i¢ not
tppear 10 heve been modified and no entry pipe from the direction of
the pile could be seen n the manhole. AYthough run«off of materds)
found beyond the storm sewer 1ine was documented in 8 report of o
Region 111 nipection performed in July 1676, an earth berm s
currently present above the storm sewer 1ine between the pile end

the west fence 1ing, We do not know 11 the berm was part of the
orfigine) sewer construction, but n @ letter from F. Lyons to

J. Keppler cdeted July 26, 1976, 1t was stoted tat "The contour

of our property has been graded to prevent runoff." Thig wes in
reference to contemination fpund off site west of the dispose) site
oundery, The berm merges {rto the genera) surface elevation some
¢istence south of the pile #s the sewer 1ine moves towerd the
southwest portion of the dfspose) site, The ground surfece elevation
(s genera)ly Towest ot the southwest corner of the site where it
pppedrs thet surfece weter mey temporerily collect during wet periods,
1t 48 possible that surfece runoff could have entered the sewer in
this aren by parcolating through the ground but this could not e
confirmed, We were ynable to find any manholes fn this ares although
the city engineer's mep indicates one 15 present,

~

Fectua) bests for concluging the kress Creek contemination came from the
Kerr McGee West Chicego site,

The gircumstantia) basis for this contlusfon appedry sirong., The mteris)
(h Kress Creek 1% precominantly (hortume232 and davghters similar to thet
Jsed on the site end at the Wast Washington Street locetion formerly ownad
by Kerr McGee, We know of no cther source of such raterie) in the ares
that covld plevsibly be cited as the cevse. There 15 2190 the known
overfiow connection between the storm sewer collection sump ¢n building 14
on the factory site and the West Chicago storm sewar Tepding to Kresp
Creek, Our recorde ‘ndicated that this sump and the outfall at Kress
Creek have been monitored for thorfum since edbout 1980 with occesfond)
positive analyses being made, There 13 referenze made in 8 letter doted
October 2%, 1575 (attachment 6) of consiceradle crafnage from the pere
colotion ponds fnto the storm sewer uncer the west border of the 27

acre site and 0180 southerly nto the DuPege River,




At this time we don't sppesr t0 have 8 stronger basis for this conclusion,
We belfeve, however, besed on indications from our f1les, thet by lding
14 wes 8130 ¢ zumping station for transferring waste rom the factory

to the dfcpese. 31te during the antira Yicensed operations) period,

We 8180 suspet, without basis 4n fact, that there may have been @
connectior *e.ocean this Sransfer operstion and the city storm sewar,
However, we hnow nothing definfte about the history end construction
end 11ttle edout vse of bu11d1n? 14 or ¢f the transfer system and 80
heve difficiity 4n further developing 8 plavsible scenarto.

This mey be o fruftfu) area for ciscovery both as to this question end
question 6.

Known routing or extraordinery discharges, relesses or spills from the
site,

A review of 35 inspection reports covering December 3, 1857 through
August 1, 1684 did not produce any information on known routine or
extraordinary discharges, although severa! nonrouting discharg
documented, The discharges werd vie the bulicing 14 sump which drained
the TITIUTY site, fed intd the West Chicego storm sewer and discharged
;n§g :gess gr:‘kis &eﬂegzes ;;sociated with heary reing occured ‘/2g/$1,
J1816, 4/2+2, end 12/6/82. Nong of the releases were above regulator
1imits (10 CFR 20,10¢(a)). : ;

The only eirborne release noted (see question 11) would not support the
Kress Creek contamination observed,

One instznce of materia) beyond the disposal site west boundary wes
noted in 8 July 1876 inspection report. Direct reacings of 0.5-6 nR/hr
were recorded "to several feet out from the fence." This neteria’ vas
removed on or abaut July 26, 1976, It s unlikely that this 1solated
tnstance slone can sccount for the Kress Creek contemination,

Enforcement history of Kerr-McGee and predecessors,

Twenty=nine items of noncomplfance 4n 10 out of & tota) of 35 inspection
reports for the perfod ¢f December 3, 1957 through August 1, 1584 were
categorized to determine their potential for involvement in the

Kress Creek contamination, Of the 29 items, 3 dealt with excessive
radiation Yevels in unrestri-ted areds, ) with incineration of con.
taminated 1tems and ) with the relesse of materials to an unrestricted
sres.

The excessive raciation Yevels were measurements taken between the
Ticensee's west fence and the E. J. end £, Raflirced by AEC represents-
tives and ranged from *1.2 to 1.9 mill{rcentgens per hour (mg/hr) "
The readings were of the waste materisl on s:te. not of materis) in the
unrestricted ares.




Incineration of conteminated ftems took place twice (Janvary 8§ and 12,
1968), Empty monazite ore bags were Incinerated with o r"u1tlht
maximum {nstack air semple concentration of “0,137 x 1011 uCi/m,"
(Authorfzation to Incinerate was received by Amendment No, 2 deted
March 27, 1568.) Subsequent semples from 23 Yicensed fncinerations
vetween A/1/{ end 2/11/72 resulted 1n the highest rcsu1* being

“0.367 x 1011 uCi/m).* Most ranged from "0.3:0.) x 10°1) uCt/m,*

The release of materials to an unrestricted ares occurred for the one
year perfod ending June 11, 1683 dur1n8 which time the ennve) sverage
concentration 1imit for Yead-212 (6€-10 uCi/cc) was exceeded by o
fector of 1.4, The annua) averape concentration for thorfum was not
exceeded during this perfod.

1t appeers unlfkely that afrborne relesses offsite due to Incinerss
tion and the waste pile contributed appreciebly to the contamination
measured in Kress Creek.

Storm sewer that crosses the West (iicago site,

The portion of the Hest Chicago storm sewer system which parallels
the factory site on the east and the disposa) site on the west and
crosses Kerr McGee property near the southern boundary of the inter.
mecdiate site, was constructed about 1824 1n accordance with a West
Chicego ordinance. This section originates at Factory and Blair
Streets, No maps of the storm sewer system were lvl1{lb10 unti) 1§79
vhen the current city engineer had & storm sewer system drawn, pree
sumably from the ordinance specffications., A copy of this map wes
obtained from West Chicago and 1s availadle in Region 111,

The engineer stated that no written maintenance records are kept,

Two mentioned instances of repair of this system were due t0 @
collepse of & section at the fntersection of Brown and Foctorg Streets,
and replacement of a section crossing under Reoseveit Road, The ony
substantiation of these would be purchase requisitions for materials
vsed, Further Information may be obtainable from the recollections of
¢ foreman who has been & city employee for approximately 30 yesrs,

A section of storm sewer paralleling the fectory sfte on the west side
of the E.J.8F acdded circe 195) runs under the raflrced embankment and
Joins the east section on the disposal site. Comprised of sections from
both 1824 and 1951, 1t appears to originate &3 far north as Vashington
and Wood Streets, the direction of the West Neshington location of
buléing W) mentioned in Ouestion 6 (see attachment 7 ). There 48

some uncertainty about the storm sewer in this ares and where {t

crosses the tracks on George Street. Some modifications may have beer
made about the time of the 1951 connection. Better understending may
shed some 1ight on the contamination of Kress Creek.

In sddition to the manholes discussed in response to question 6, the
1icensee knows the location of an additicna) manhole which connects
the west section to the section “unning south on the disposa) site.

6




The manhole south of the one closest to the ta111h?s pile on the éfspose)
site could not be Yocated by regiona) personne) we

king the site,
Measurements of activity ot the storm sewor outlet

Attached sre coples of records in our f1les of measurements mede ot the
Kress Creek storm sewer outfall, Our files do not fndicate any routine
sempling being done before Apri) 1880, The atteched record covers the
period through Cctoder 1902 and Includes both gross measurements and
fsotopic Ahl‘ysti.
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(Trea s a e T - ,\"‘ >
Mr. William Crow, Chief : "ﬁb
Fuel Fatrication & Reprocessing Branch A .
Ditectorate of Licensing ‘»ﬁg‘; ’
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission it 7
Pashington, D. C. 20548 . 3
RE: Docket No, 40-2061 4
License STA 583 g ¥
Dear Mr. Crow: 3 9
This 4s in further reference to the request of Ferr-McGee Cherical Corporstion n
to azend its license for its West Chicago Facility, ‘
Development of Disposal Flan :
The clesing of this facility and the disposition of the property and particularly
of the veste dispcsal area hes been under study by Ferr-McGee since 1971, The
first study in late 1971 was prizarily a radiation survey of the buildings and
property to deterzine the scope of the project. 1In 1972 the decision was vade to s
terrinate ranufacturing operations at West Chicago at the end of 1973. Durirg ks
1673, a concerted effort was rade to sell the facility as a going business. Many <
corparies, large and small, shoved an interest and rade investigations of the L T
property and facilities. Nevertheless, no one purchased the business. e
5 O
£ 2 :
In 197¢ the Corporate Physical Science and Measurement Departrent stucied the ‘Q; B
opticns available for decormissioning the facility. ! ';;
Y '
e

Several options vwere discarded as being irpractical or ureconcrical. These incluced
the idea of diluting all of the thoriuz-bearing wasies to under the "source raterial"
level of 0.05% thorium plus uranium, This would have required about €L0 acre-feet

of soil and raised the elevation of the *7-acre storage site by atout 24 feetl.

A second option, alsc discarded, vas the propesal to rerove the theriun-bearing
vastes fros the site and transport thex to another herr-McGee fecility such ag
Ciratrron, Oklahoza or Grants, New Mexico. The cost to contain the wastes at
Cimarron vas estivated at almost $2,900,000 plus the transportation costs. Trans-
portation costs to Crants were estinated at over $3,000,000. The total cost for
either of these proposals would be considerably more than these srmounts. In Novesher,
1674 this propesal vas also discussed with the 1llinod Division of Radiological
Fealth at Springfield. They stated that they did not vant this waste material

trénsnorted to the 1llinois dispesal site.

2130
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. . \
T 'r. Villdam Crow '
October 21, 1975 . .
Page 2

The final plon, as suunitted to you on Septerber 25th, vas cevclcoped late in 1§74

on consultation with lir. Paul Klevin of Valley Stream, ilew York., lir. Klewvin,
forrerly with the AEC and EPA, had been erployed by the V', R. Crace Corp. in 197478
48 & consultant to syuiervise the decormissioning of their rare earth and thorium
facility st Ponpton ?lains, New Jersey. Mr, Klevin was then erployed by lerr-licCee
Chemical Corporstien s a consultant to help develop our dispesel plan. The ¥, R,
Crace facility vas si=ilar to but consideraly sraller than the “est Chicago Facility.

A civil engineering survey and piens for the 27-acre uisposal site were prepared
for us by Reczpe-Sharpe Assccietes, Inc. of Gereva, Illincis. Upon completion of
the civil survey Rempe-Sharpe estirated the cost of grading the 27-acre disposal
site as shown on the submitted drawings at $254,000,

In early 1975 Kerr-McCee's Corporate Real Estate Departpent determined that the-

7.5 acre vanufacturing site and buildings were not readily salable as such and

that this property should be cleared for sale as land., 1In the Spring of this year
bid proposals vere sent out to clear the buildings from the site. It was understood
that any contaminated ruddble or equipment vould be buried on the 27-acre site.

At the time these bids were being reviewed, several parties expressed an interest
in purcresing all or part of the facility in an “as-is" condition, On this basis
the property vis offered for sale anc the successful bidders have sigred a contract
of sale contingent on the transfer of the NRC lizense. The purchasers understood
the need for and have agreed to the decontaminstion of buildings and equiprent and
to continue the Kerr-McCee plan for the waste stirage area as 8 perranent storige
site for the theriuz-bearing waste caterials,

Envirenzental Effects of Waste Storage '

It vas indicated in the plan submitted on Septerder iith that the thorium-besring
veste ~aterials stered at the 27-acre site contained insoludle theoriux cerpaunts,
the ore residues being thoriu= phesphate and the precipitated residues being largely
thorius fluoricde, thoriuz oxeiate or thorium oxide (or hydroxide).

Ve have regaz-led all of the sclid wastes and heve taken several savples of ground
water froc the srea and the existing ponds. These sénples are presently at the
Ferr=McGee Techricel Center at Oklanoma City ewaiting tests. The Lolics vill be
tested for vater leachability at several levels of pH. At the reguest of your
Mr. Wayne Hansen all samples willi be run for isctopes of thorium and uranius.
Results of these tests are not expected until some time in

Novemdber.,
1t §is to be expected that all soluble and readily dissoclveble materials have long P\
since leached into the ground. The surface soil structure in the stoTuge &7ed is i

s layer of about 20 to 30 feet of gravelly soil under vhich is a layer of clay.
Ve, Joseph Rempe of Rerpe-Sharpe Associates had indicsted to us that the flow of



“r. WM1)an Crow
Secteder 21, 1978
Foge 3

sub-surface crainage is 4n @ generally southeast and then southerly cirection,
In a study 4n 1967 Mr, Rezpe showed that there was considerable drainage from
the percolation ponds into the storm sewer under the west border of the 27-acre
site and also southerly into the DuPage River, This data vas presented to the
11linois EPA. The drainage into the storm sever was resdily detected and vas
monitered regularly by Kerr-McCee and by the 1llincis EPA.

During the operation of the rare earth plant and the disposal of liguid effluents

by percalation, the liquid effluents vere raintained in an acid condition at a

pH of adout 2,0, 1t 4s the opinfon of those experts familiar with uranius extraction

and the cheristry of our processes that the small amount of uranium occurring in

ronazite ore was extracted by acid and transported to the weste disposal ponds in a

soluble fore wvhere {t percolated into the subsurface. To our knowledge, no attempt

vas rade by the company or the State to monitor urenium in any effluents c¢*her than
vhat zay have been reported as radicactivity in our standard test reported to the
llinois EPA, examplescof which are attached to the Plan,

I will report the results of the leachadility tests of the thoriun-bearing solids
85 toon as they are availadle from our Technical Center. I understend there is
scre delay cdue to tests being rnade for reneval of our Sequoysh Facility license,

Please le2 me know if there is any further information you need to facilitate
the a-e~drent of our license.

Very truly yours,
£ O Vrwsbomsd

Vreeland
Senicr Project Engineer




wisYT CwmiCAGO

N A

e
HONWMA IN
@
-
ﬂv A-/\.
- =z
’
N

ABOLOVS

Qv ¥ Yy wy

AtTacnmevtT 7

[BEEEaN

"TLI LS J




P
g
-

Rodubonicsd L | Kasna Buad -2l @ st - e
e i
(ecau




a

o
e ® e
e
ss'c ¥ 2%
eV eie
ete ® we
= ey
sa¥ a's
e T e
W
ne’ o
=o¥ elo
iQo¥% g
0
ste¥ ei'e
e
ue®ans
i8S
2’8 % wn’0
re® e
[L-X 23

-
-

segggccd
99

e s oepNReoNNgess RS

m'g'ooa

'
:
0

FIILT i

-
4

.
'

dl'ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂl“ﬂ‘ﬂs‘
e

g A o
Pbh!

NERDOBmE ANA
ARAARRRRA

e
A
~

6608000000608
L L L

’l’f’ch'_@.U'--

emmranneg =

’
g
-
s

HETRETERLETY

3
&
f.gkﬂ

i

8
ez

-

v
’
---o.;é—rroédnw
4

'
~
-

"h"”."'_ﬂ-

)
*

900':1""“"‘"‘":;[3!9

hh.ho.uﬁ’.o..h.

A E RSP RRSS SN FEY AR X R g
o AR B ]
b . '
3
R R R E R R R R R R N R R R - R

T EEEr TR
“

3

2-
- -IOOO.NO’U‘.."F
-?*oo-fqna-ooav L

BRB,evnevorrrevonn
:8:uoq-oq—-‘--q-

) of o o o Of of o Of W % o 0 o o o o W o o Mo
"
«
»
-
.

s
-
.l
°
-
|

ke
%l- s

W | A
7538) PriesEesca) =Pl s te=y

’hﬂ'ﬁiiﬂha:

:
L]

He¥ ue

!

|

FEMc0 SSPSD PETM SWOE BRSO 08 CERATRASIIOND DEbadsidve

& ZTma




e [SSC - ] v T g2 E®s ‘o8 . Rvyy Cess WIS - pesoly <K “ -
o> s’ ¥ etto e ¥ e s ¥ ste §8% % oL mmae ~ DEITRO YEOT . M !
v 0 08 2°0 % iy'e »e® t'a 8% ¢ Sresponey ~ O ywoe by oA
L e ® 2”0 a'e ¥ o se® 4% L2 % 3% s sseced -~ O sweo s ig = oL
Se=gy RS SERNEE T . S 1 = - (34 .
Tad 0 o sae ¥ ia'e &y e ” L STssecesy > Midwse by 173 .
e §s5"e ¥ a8 e e~ vew gy w e CoDAPeecD - IS eIy »” .
i s B o ce¥® a%y =87 &6 0% Lo Sevsweaty -~ pesesly - B =
L= é'e T et Go'e® Mt'a LS 1T 92 s moets - piEwIg ad .
o -3 e te eed Jun L CHes rasDp - BRI by 114
wrser a3 o0 s T agio ‘e ¥ ¢ Le¥ 44 IO paTIp - POl 2
ey @' w's ve¥ as¥ ("2 s ¥ gl WEOS prTmP B YO b b "
oupss oL 'e T ele LeF 4 £ ¥ gt 2% s —a D~ ponwig e W
& e We? e s0% & Lo B S ) L ¥ e CuBspocac) ~ FYTos by [ -
oo L AeVaye s'e¥ 1 ey % 92 STCAWENED ~ ILVOwe e bY 8
o adfo | sie¥ e s6F 1z te¥ %2 oo pemecy - SiyeeeKis © u
N o o ve¥ ¢ te¥ s es ¥ 9 C2os OO — I NEDe kb 3
B> 2°o % st £Ee¥ » ve¥ i's te® g, SN s sy - B ywm~ by st
o e ¥ e ('e¥ g se¥ ey §a® 3y Cwe s prCmIy ~ 3§ YVeO b b . -
- w»as ts"e ® W0 EB¥ o sofF ez ve¥ ot Cres Somap -~ D4 avwe e dy L) <
L el ke fe¥ g ee% gn e 7 &8 OB PETaD = O e 4o b on -
vear 190 ¥ gi'e s ¥ gt a¥ ) AT 282 | wwosememy - @giveo ey s — — P
5 B Lo ™ s Y gy L s “c (of | evosiemncy ~ »)ivms by o ' 3
[T a'e ¥ &' ege¥® i 2% i $2ZF% gl w2 spweasy - pesvig - w 2
s ne ¥ e e ¥ (s we¥ e LSoF WIRs = 4@ = SRdwme e bg L ¥ ;.
e “w o (e¥ 3 "6 ¥ &% sli'e¥ 200 Ewospedn - By yoms e by i s
oo ave T mate cie T ie iz’a ¥ (re ol's ¥ &"e wessde - SiyTRItc b B *
L e o WWe¥ o ve¥ a e ¥ L'~ s pmdm - @ aee b s H
ol ®me ¥ we we¥ e &e® o 2o ¥ ive Tucapada - B4 ywmsyeds N o
oo "0 (R e ¢ L S e 4 v ¥ gk Swesgede -~ SjLeeosig - £ .
L e ¥ ' we¥Togye o0 ¥ Spe wev e coesjedn - By iwns iy z :
o= tie T p'e fe¥ 2z eeT 32 i e L Guesedn - B)yvws iy s
L S T T 1 D b I . ~
1D5020) wogue savema) oy i=DloeR . JEUNER Sy Sya=rg ¢}
: 3 “
.
CANPSEES BIRED STISD @ CESLAPCASNID Dl LEEIBave *

& 3w

q
g




ugam,ﬂe‘un \?lllﬂ-&oﬁ DMW ER “0 A, /S\aw
ei/as/e,

(& PA)




TABLE € Kross Craek Sediment Samples = Aupust 6, 1980 :
(Redfochemical Anatvses by Castarn Eavironnents) Radfotion Faci14ty)

e -

LOCATION ot ‘;‘;Eftl"m-zzs Ue234 U238 'uEm The22) Thezzt Th-330 Theth2
]
y (nte/om)

Kress Cregk ANS | L7801 L34R
IIpstroam of :
Outfall: \ !

Kress Creek | ' 1,671 11,620 17688 |1 I FTRTE N
Outfol

.

Kress Creek ‘ J2) | 222 11,678 3,64 |14, 2,348
Slightly . .
Downstream of
Dutfall)

Kress Creek . 339 18,802
Joliet S«

B ————— - —

Kress Creek
flovle Restdenc

DiPage River
Upstream,
Viner Nonig

L2 | 3610 i.583

.afﬁ.é}sln.is 1,500
l

NuPane River : . B ‘ AR 2,030
ﬁrern
Downstream

SURFACT WATER § STORM SEWIR MONITORING




\

“UOTARLE D Kress Creek Sof) Semples - August 6, 1980
(Roclochemical Analyses by Castern Environments) 'odintion Fueiiity)

LOCATION  [So41 [Sedte [Ra-226 U~234 U-238 0238 Theddd Theres Thotom The2sz |
ent ey (pt1/gm) | |
Kress Creek | X 2.3 | 716|080 .82 [.196 |.903 | 1,089 926
pstream of i ‘
Outfall o |
Kress Creek | X | |28 | 2.188 .35?'2—.?1743'3% 23.87] 3.842] 21,24 |
Slightly ‘ H
Downstream of d y ,
Outfal ; & : ' I
keess Creek | X | 124 | 2,2607720| 7,208 |9, 484 | 39.48] 8§ 3581353
Jolfet Street : l
Eest Ts)and i S
kress Creek | x [ |28 | ee0 | o0 | e2a| idee | 1 ese] T e (TR
Joliet Street -
Farm Fleld e
-—--n' s ) !
Roule Aestdence & Y20 (€TT42| (258 3.R7B[2.347 21,47 | 3.Rek 122,37
Willow Tree ' ! )
* Houle Res{dence X J1.9 7 (3189 297 [ 3,232 (2. 568 0,69 | 3,934 135 &%
GCFGCh ; { i
OuPage River | X 2.0 [1.010] 081 1.088| 208 1,800 | 1,427 1 585 |
Upstream ~ . '
Hiner Home 4 : J rJ _l | |
U] [PPSR (P, SR N S O B s S R o
Bibasehtise | K 278 28E ST TR TR | B
"S1{ghtly" : ’
Downstream | }
| = Wikl 5N ) |
PRI FT T T T A%l
ur.ru " '
* Downstream J ] !
= o PP O b sl 1o o o — o a—
o : 4‘:‘6"':» % :
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(2) fBrers Bewsr Outflow

Drofa iines from the foctory colloct 48 the Buildivg 36
sump which foods dnte the W ot Chicoge storm sover, The
outflov {9 dinchorged fote Kroos Crook., Rolesoss to the
ptorm sover are currently monitored weokly ond ofter asch
pignificent voinfoll, primorily at the sump #0é the Krass
Creok ovtflov., Bamples cellocted froe thaso ood tep etheg
stations for surface runeff and seves outflow concentgae
tiens ore anelyzed for gress alpho and beta concaptrations
ot the Kerr+McCee Tochnicol Cantor, Radiotaotopic analysap
ére parformed oo semples with gross elphe concentrations
grester thap 1.9 £-8 uli/ml.

!utldinf 14 oump semples average approxisately 2.3 E-8 uli/al
gross aipba ood 2.5 <0 uCi/s) groso bets, HKreos Creak suge
flov velues averaged opproxivetaly 1.8 £+8 uCi/al gross bets,
These volues are fala then 3.0 -8 uCi/e) ppecified by

10 CFR 20.106(a) fer unidentified isotopes {p o bemoganeous
savple, 4.6., grose svelysis,

Ko dtems of noocosplisnce vare {dentifiod,
iy O

« NKealth Phvsics Pregram

fara, MSA spproved raspiraters fitted with Type X cortst 890
by vork crev menbers {p the factory whesever vork fctivities
& Cust, These cartridges are approved fer usa 4p environe

pent with fonveliden, askestos, dusto, fumes lbd‘;}lt0 vp o
cencentrationhef 0.05 wg/8”, Cartridges are changed onco & voek or
more eften {f workers find breathing difficult begause of o clogged
cartridge. Respirdeors are clesned and sterilized veekly., Currantly,
each vorker 4o fitted itk twe respirstors by gositive and pegative
7% tears,

The licensas do designicg o more comprehacsive £t tast progrem for
future use. Laborers vear des groted coveralls, gloves, bard bats,
eye protectics, and work shoas 18t 2ha srea. Upeo leaving the arge,
they shever and change {nto atraet wjothes and sboes 4n the change
room; work clothes are stored (3x’lh| (ollowing ¢ay's use. Al other
personnel entering the work ares vesr shas covere, gloves, lad conts,
and hard Late, '

Surveye for smearable conCamination fn Buildind 12 sre taken ond
anslyzed daily on the pamma Products ¢ 4000 slph&\beta gas propore
tional flov counter Areas smenred include the lune oom, laundry
charge room, ent rom the factory, frioking stationh, showers, snd
equipment storapd ares. Records revieved indicated higher reodings
(greater than 40 dpm) vere primorily coofined to the change room
entry indigafing adequate contamination contrel. $meors 1]
n the lunchroom snd ot the change room fiinktag stavn
@ inspection shoved less then 20 dpm/)00ce grese alphe™a
At the close of the {nspection the inspecter eaphasized the ™
ssity for continued strict surveys of the lunchroom ares which
8 adjacent to the change room.
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UNITED STATES \ )\\

K

% NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (

3 NASHINGTON D C 20658 <!

» v
Seo? /‘°’ ut. L /

Pre pk
1)»6 gy | ' G._Z:pvb

FRUARANAIRL FRe: N, 'avne Yerr, Nirector

“ffice of State Proaramg

FROM: Richard €, Cunninakam, Nirector
Mvision of Fuel Cycle and Material Safetv

SURJECT: STATE NF ILLINOIS ARREEHENT

This refers to your memorandum of ‘ovember 15, 1986, summarizing the
‘ovemher 12 meetina with state representatives on the proposed 1111nois 274k
Agreement and the follow-up letter to ''r. Lash.

8s you know, we want to include the Kerr-‘clee “est Chicago site as part of
the Aareement., ‘le firmly believe tiat the decontamination/waste management
issues at several West Chicaqo locations can best be resolved by management
under a single regulatory acency rather than dividing 1t between a federal '
and a state agency. We further believe it can best be handled by the state
hecause of their close coupling with satisfactory resolution of the fssues.
Therefore, we suggest an early meetina to develop criteria for includina the
the Kerr-McGree West Chicaco site in the Aareement, We can offer I'1inois
technical support to reduce their resource requirements for this specific
case. Willfam T, Crow will represent the Office of Nuclear Materia) Safety
and Safequards.

In your next letter to Mr, Lash on the proposed Agreement, 1t might be useful

to note that we are exploring the West Chicago matter with the objective of
fncluding the Kerr-McGee site in the Agreement.

-
Richard E. Cunningham, Director
Divisfon of Fuel Cycle and

Materfal Safety

.4
¢C: Mr, Ddii{

Mr. Mausshardt
Mr. Crow

wytartese ()



NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION .
WASHINGTON. D € 20585

ARANLLUN FGR: Joel C. Lubenau

senior Project !lanager
State Agreenents Progrum
Oftice of State Programs

UNITED STATES - 2/

FROM: Jane R, 'lapes, Attorney
Regulations Division
Cffice of the Executive legal Director
EUBJECT: STATE PR()(,R/\ 4 FILE FOR ILLINOIS - YOUR MNLELUORANDUN

FOR RICHALD »uITH

We have revicwed the subject memourandum and the uttached list of documents
und have the foliowing comments:

1.

3.

The second sentence of the memorandum should be revised to read
us follows:

"We are placing the records pertaining to these negotiations

in the Public Document Koon (enclosure 1) and will continue
to do so as they are generated, subject to the concurrence of
the originating office."

The description of Document No. 43 in enclosure 2 should be
revised to read as follows:

"NRC Staff Response to !lerr-McGee llotion to Compel Production
of Documents, In the MNutter of Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation
(West Chicago Rare Earths Facility) (Kress Creek Decontamination)
Docket Nos., 40-2061-ML, 40-2061-SC, ASLBP Nos. 83-495-01-ML,
84-502-01-8C, w/encl."

The attached document, November 26, 1985 Memo, R. Cunningham, FC
to G.W, Kerr, OSP, should be added to the list in enclosure 2.

Subject to the-u revisions, we concur in the subject memorandum.

W,
s A are,
Jane R, Mapes, Attorney
Regulations Division
6 Office of the Executive Legal Director



APR 0 4 1288

MEMORANDUM FOR: Hugh L. Thompson, Jr,
Deputy Executive Director for
Nuclear Materials Safety, Safeguards
and Operatiors Support

FROM: Richard €. Cunningham, Director
Division of Industrial and
Medical Nuclear Safety, NMSS

SUBJECT: ISSUANCE OF THE SUPPLEMENT TO THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL
STATEMENT RELATED TO THE DECOMMISSIONING OF THE RARE
EARTHS FACILITY, WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

With regard to our conversation, | am providing background information on the
above subject, As previously committed to the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
Panel presiding over the hearing, the staff is supplying on April 7, 1989,
prepublication copies of the Supplement to the Panel, the parties to the pro-
ceeding (Kerr-McGee and [11inois Attorney General), and the PDR, Formal publi-
cation and distribution are expected the week of April 17, 1989,

For your information, an advance copy of the summary chapter is enclosed. The
summary and conclusion shouid not be released until after April) 7, 1989, We
will provide you with a copy of the document as soon as we receive it from the
printer,

ieinal Signed bY
g;::%‘:rd €. Cunningham

Richard E. Cunningham, Director
Division of Industrial and
Medical Nuclear Safety, NMSS

Enclosure:
As stated

cc w/encl: R, Bernero
C. Paperiello

Distribution w/0 encl.

IMUF R/F NRC File Center IMSB R/F
LCRouse GHBidinger VLTharpe RECunningham w/enc]
MHorn JJdSwift V/ISGagner, PA w/encl GSjoblom w/enc
GPA

RL1ik I JXendt TCombs, CA JStrasma,iggl[/PA

oFC: MbF: : ; OO TANS :D/THNS 2
..... ! --...-mﬁ.-.-.---.-. 1&-.-.--.-- -..--.-----MV“ L/IL
NAME : /mh VL pe 1 ACRouse :GSjop Tom :RECunnifgham

------------------------------------------------------------------------

DATE:4/4 /89  :4//89 _ \ :4/%/89 :46 / 14/ /789
Jﬂqt/r?#‘f?‘é}’%ﬁ ok




LAILY HIGHLIGKTS

STATE, LOCAL FND INDIAN TRIBE PROGRAMS

APRIL 19, 10989

tequest fror ftate of ['1inois for an Amended Acreement

Chairman Zech has received a request from the Hororable James R, Thompseon,
Goverrnor of 111inois, dated April 11, 1989 for an amendment of 11lirois'
27¢b agreement, The State is seeking authority over 1le.(2) by-product
raterial which are the teilings or wastes produced by the extraction

or corcertration ¢f uranium or chorium from any ore processed

primeri‘y for its source material content including discrete surface
wastes resulting from uranium <olution extraction processes, This

inended aorcement package is aimed &t schieving jurisdiction over

ihe Kerr-Mcfee Pare Farth Facility located in kest Chicago, I1lincis,

¢s discussed in SECY-88-309.

Kathleen Schneider



