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Mr.' William C. Lattin, Acting Manager'

: National' Low. Level Waste Program
* Idaho Operations Officee

", . Department of Energy
P.10. Box 1625 .

!

LIdaho Falls, Idaho 83415
, . 3

iDear Mr. Lattin:
,

!- As'you- have requested, we have reviewed your factsheet for the~ public -
entitled, " Licensing a Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Site." This fact '

,

. sheet.does a good job of sunnarizing for the public the regulations for
licensing a new disposal site. We had one comment as to accuracy and one as
to style 'A~ couple of minor comments are included on the enclosed markup.

Our consnent as to accuracy is that in order to differentiate 10.CFR 61 disposal
from 10 CFR'20 disposal, the phrase, " receive, possess,~or dispose" should be-

" receive, possess, and dispose," just as it is stated in TO CFR 61.3. Our
consent as to style Ts that.an active rather than passive tone would make it
clearer to the public with whom the action lies. For instance, the end of the
fifth paragraph should state that "the applicant submits the technicalo
information, - not that "the technical information... is submitted." These

: points were informally discussed with Mindy Ludeman. If you have any questions,
| feel-free.tocalleithersqyself.(FTS 492-0553) or Maxine Dunkelman of iny staff ;

(FTS492-0580).

[ . (bSf.hb'i H. LOHAlj8
'

'

|

h Paul H.-Lohaus, Chief
.

Operations Branch i

L Division of Low-Level Waste Management
|; > and Decommissioning, NMSS
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LICENSING A LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE
iWASTE DISPOSAL SITE

'

The low 4evelrodlocctive weste requires that a Geense be obtcined
management systemis regulated from the NRC or Agreement State

",

throughout the entire weste cycle, before commencing construction *

fromwaste generoflon through final of c iond disposal facility,
disposaland long-term core of

n disposd facilities. Fedoro! state. and ' During the preoporoflond phase
i: localogencies are responsible for of alow levelradiooctive waste

reguicting the manufacture,use. . disposal facility,the potentido

and disposd of radioactive , applicant goes through a process of
materials.Protectionof public disposd site selection by selecting o
health and safety,and the region of interest,esT##,g o -
environment are the pnmary number of possible disposd sites -n

I objectives of ou regulatory within the creo of interest,and then
!- requirements and octivities, narrowing the choice to o proposed

f)0 [
*;

site.Through a detailed
fL The U.S. EnvironmentalProtection investigation of the disposalsite

Agency (EPA) develops generd , choroctoristics. the potentid*

criterio and standards that serve os anr* ant obtains dofo on which to
the basis for the regulations - baseononolysisof thedisposd }developed by other ogencies. The site's suitotsty.This technied e .

.U.S. Nuclear Regulatory ineTnctiGG clong with generd
Q se/
&

'

CeiTT.; icn(NWC)reguiotes- information obout the oppiicant,
'1 cciT.Tisciciiow-levelwastes by institutionalInformation.and A k,

the NRC or Agreement State in the(g **
financid information is submitted tolicensing users of radioactivei

| materids and developing i

form of onapplication for aland :iregulations for proper monogement
k 8 ,sof radiooctivewaste. disposdlicense,

Some states request from NRC on ' Technicallnformation
ogreement that allows them to 55j,

No radioactive waste may be - r $license and regulate their own
r8=ma==d of at a waste disposd ' ()4commercialdananal facilities and

,

| Iow-levelwaste monogement faciBty untilthe NRC or Agreement
activttles. To obtain agreement state State hosinspected the faciuty and b.

status,o state must showit has the - hos foundit to beinconformance f :
technied capabilty to perform the with the description, design,and v *

Iconsing and reguiotory work.The construction describedin the g eT
state must also develop regulations oppilcotton for o Bconse.Once a 4
that are ce6@wiLie with federol operations begin,the NRC or gg

g codes. Agreement State wilperiodicc0y gT
g

kA
review the opemW history of the

k ^ 1983,the NRC adopted focBty and a decisionwiR be made g, I4 a% set of" -_ n-r for new to dlow or deny continued'

g y yntg g s< operor;on.
Code of Federd Regulations, Port 61. Some of the technicallnformation,
stipulates that no may required in the oppucotton includes:
receive,pos of
commercial tive waste at c (I) A riascriotionof the naturald.*'M land r#*maani foc unless and demographic disposo!
outhorized by issued by site chorocteristics,
""' - s nent State,it also{Qf g}

. ,

_ _ ._i$ .m_ . _ _ _ _ b._-_____._.____ - _ _ _ _ _ - . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . - , , - . . , . - y ~. , - w
.
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(2) A description of the design Generallnformation
footures or me land disposal ;

'

A facilty. For noor surfoce
.

Some of the generallnformation
-*W the description must requiredincludes:
include many design
features.Some of these _

(1) Identity of the opplicant.
footures concem contact of
wasks with sie AG watw;- (2) Quollfications of the

opplcont,both technical anddeposal sik u,6 @; mkhnied.disposalsite closure and ;

i.s M h W wd (3) Proposed schedules for
|hW and hy of constructiort receipt of

- the size of the buffer zone for - wask, and first
and poknM emplacement of waste at

. mitigative measures, the proposedland *med

(4)"A of codes and
: which the

. . InstitutionalInformation
-5 2- --4 has appled to the-

design and which wilapply institutionalinformation must
toconstructionof theland include o certificotton by the
disposalfoc5tles. - Nderalor State goverrment that<

ns the deposalsite that they wB -
of the me responsibNty for'custodlol

| /(4) A.c and operation ifter site closure and ::cc
E. . of thelanddeposalfocRty. psmasure observation and i

maintenance.lf the proposed

/(5) A
gpof the kind, W-:+:4 siteis on privately-owned

1
,c es4ccrien,and land,the :-fhe must submit i

'

f mar * ations for the - evidence showing that -
radioactive materiais www Qeri rdi have been mode for )
pmM to be received, assumptionof ownership by the |

l- dispoed foc5ty.
'

Federalor State govemment beforeonddeposedof of theland
the NRClasues aIcense. i

l

)of the .
[(6)A irse4;eicG . Financiatinformation must be
[ program that we provide sufficient to demonstrate that the 1

~ data to evoluote potentici financialqualficottonsof the l

h._ooNh and environmental , . .* mt ar, m ,q to:
'

y y -

,,

taidng corrective moosuresif (1) CarryouttheoctMtlesover ;

irJywi;criof rodonucides the $ r.ied Opeivi'.G Ife of ;

. exceeds prodcted values. the pioject.includng costs of 2

construction and :- -:+1
. G) A of thesite

[ c long-term (2) Carry out *r-i site closure
,aneireemenee olort and stabazotion.
su ev twwut.

,- (3) Provide for the costs of ;
iriodie-;rg and any required ji maintenance during the e-

<f" institutiond control period. ;

fun
.t

,
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