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Mr. William C. Lattin, Acting Manager
National Low-Level Waste Program
ldaho Operations Office

Department of Energy

P. 0. Box 1625

Idaho Falls, ldaho 83415

Dear Mr, Lattin:

As you have requested, we have reviewed your factsheet for the public
entitled, "Licensing a Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Site." This fact
sheet does 2 good job of summarizing for the public the regulations for
licensing a new disposa) site. We had one comment as to accuracy and one as
to style. A couple of minor comments are included or. che enclosed markup.

Our comment as to accuracy is that in order to differentiate 10 CFR 61 disposal
from 10 CFR 20 disposal, the phrase, “"receive, possess, or dispose" should be
“receive, possess, and dispose,” just as 1t is stated in"10 CFR 61.3. Our
conment as to styie'T? that an active rather than passive tone would make it
clearer to the public with whom the action 1ies. For instance, the end of the
fifth paragraph should state that "the applicant submits the technical
information," not that “the technical information... is submitted." These
poirts were informally discussed with Mindy Ludeman. If you have any questions,
feel free to call either myself (FTS 492-0553) or Maxine Dunkelman of my staff
(FTS 492-0580).

(SRAREETS M, 1 onALS

Paul H., Lohaus, Chief
Operations Branch
Division of Low-Level waste Management
and Decommissioning, NMSS
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Enclosure

LICENSING A LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE

WASTE DISPOSAL SITE

The low-level radiocactive waste
management system is reguicted
throughout the entire waste cycle,
from waste generction through final
disposal and long-term care of
disposal facilities. Federo! state, and
local agencies are responsible for
reguiating the manufacture, use,
and disposal of radioactive
materials. Protection of public
heaith and sufety, and the
environment are the primary
objectives of all reguiatory
requirements and activities.

The US. Environmental Protection
. Agency (EPA) develops general
critera and standards that serve as
the basis for the reguiations
developed by other agencies. The
U.S. Nuclear Reguictory
Commission (NiRC) reguictes
commercial low-level wastes by
licensing users of radioactive
materials and developing
reguiations for proper management
of radioactive waste.

Some states request from NRC an
t that allows them to
license and reguiate their own
commercial disposal facilities and
low-level waste management
activities. To obtain agreement state
status, a state must show it has the

requires that a license be obtained
from the NRC or Agreement State
before commencing construction
of ¢ iand disposal facility.

Ouring the preoperational pnase
of a low-leve! radioactive waste
disposal facility, the potential
applicant goes through @ process of
disposal site selection by selecting
region of interest, @xamining a
number of possible disposal sites
within the areg of interest, and then
narmowing the choice 1o @ proposed ",
site. Through a detailed g
investigation of the disposal site a
characteristics. the potential
applicant cotains data on which to
base an analysis of the disposal
site's sutabiury. This technical . .
information, along with general v
information about the appiicant, > »
institutional information. and 1
financial information is submitted to ‘
the NRC or Agreement State in the \
to:mofonoopﬁcaﬂonfovalond [
disposai license. "

Technical Inforrmation

No radioactive waste may be
disposed of at @ waste disposal
facility until the NRC or Agreement
State has inspected the faciity and ™
hes found It to be inconformarnce €

n*’wl

technical capability to perform the with the description, design. and ¢
icensing and reguiatory work. The construction described in the 1 4
state must Qiso develop application for a license. Once %
that are compatible with federc begin. the NRC or ;*
LS codes. nt State will periodically & 4o
uh review the operating history of the ~ ¥
\n In 1983, the NRC adopted  facility and @ decision will be made g ¢
r&’,) a set of for new to aliow or deny continued K :
low-evel disposal sites. ThiR $4. operation.
reguiation, as Title 10, .
Codoo!Foduuangulaﬂom Part 61, Some of the technical information

nt Stcte. It Qlso

required in the application includes:

of the natural
and demographic disposal
site characteristics.



(2) A description of the design
feq land disposal
facility. For near-surface
disposal, the description must
include many design
features. Some of these
features concern contact of
wastes with standing water;
disposal site drainage;
disposal site closure and
stabilization inogvertent
Intrusions and adequacy of
the size of the buffer zone for
monitoring and potential
mitigative measures.

@ A of codes and
TS nicn e

D A of the site

long-term
Sveves \(cmcf

'capld.‘;\ihlin

Ll

General Information

Some of the general information
required includes:

(M identity of the applicant.

(2) Quailifications of the
applicant, both technical and
non-technical

(3) Proposed scheduies for
construction, receipt of
waste, and first
emplacement of waste at
the proposed land disposal
facility.

Institutional Information

Institutional information maust
inciude g certification by the

leral or State government that
s the disposal site that they will

i sure observation and
maintenance. If the proposed
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