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October 18, 1989

The Honorable Kenneth M. Carr
Chairman

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 2058%

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Congressman Boehlert has announced he plans to offer the
enclosed amendment on Class C low-level waste when the House
takes up the Commission’s authorization bill. I would appreciate
the Commission’s views on his amendment.

In addition, I would appreciate your supplying my Committee
staff with copies of any reports or studies the Commission
already has on the disposal of Class C waste.

Thank you for your help.

Morris K. Udall
Chairman
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Washington, BE 20515
October 16, 198%

The Honcrable Thomas S. Foley
Speaker of the House

H=204, The Capitol
washington, DC 208515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I respectfully request that H.R. 1549, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission Authorization Act, be rescheduled for consideration by the ful
House. I intend to offer an amendment to the bill (copy enclesed) which
would direct the NRC to conduct a study and report to Congress whether t!
more radiocactive "Class C" low-level waste should be reclassified as
high-level and placed under the juridiction of the federal government.

The 1980 lLow-Level Radicactive Waste Law was drafted in response to
concerns that all three of this nation's LLRi disposal facilities were
near full capacity. Seeing the need for a federal response, Congress
enacted an equitable burden-sharing proposal, amended in 1935, which gave
all fifty states the leeway to determine their own waste disposal method
and site by 1993. 1Included in this proposal is a state option to enter
inte compact arrangements with one or more states.

Class C jurisdiction was debated in Committee during consideration ¢
the 1985 amendment. Arguments were made both for and against state
oversight, yet no studies were authorized to confirm the decision to
place Class C under the authority of the states. Yet my inguiries to the
NRC, EPA, and the House and Senate Committees of jurisdiction have all me
with the same response: no one can guarantee that these federally-approve
storage sites are adegquate to contain Class C waste. That response
doesn't satisfy me; thus, the reason for my proposed amendment.

My amendment would establish, once and for all, whether we can
guarantee the American people that our state storage facilities will be
adequate to contain Class C waste. Passage of this amendment will
demonstrate that the protection of the public health is our utmost conce:
and that we have done everything in our power to make sure that it will
not be compromised.

Thank you for your consideration of t

SB:th Member of Congress
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AvENDMENT TO H.R, 1548, As ReporTED
OrreRED BY MR, BOEKLERT

Page 5, after line 18, add the following rew subsection:

[

(d) Low=LEvEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE.--

(1) STUDIES.--0Of the amount a.located uncer:
subsection (a)(3) for nuclear materia. ané low-.eve.
waste safety and safeguarcs regulation, the Nuc.ear
Regulatory Commission shall use such suzs 2s Tay de
necessary to conduct the following studies:

(A) RECLASSIFICATION OF CLASS C RAZIOACTIVE

WASTE.-=The Nuclear Regu.atvry Comziss.eon, n0t .ater

than 180 days after the date of tne enactment cf tnle

Act shall conduct a study tc cetermine waetner ine

e
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.

radicactive waste classified 2as class C low-_eve.

L2

radicactive waste under eection 6..35 cf title LU,

T
w o~

Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on January

26, 1983=~

-
£es

({) should be reclass.fied as nignh-leve.

>
wn

radicactive waste:; and

-
o0

(ii) should be disposed =& by :=ne Feders.

P
~3

1 Governrent instead cf the Stazes,

18 () SITING PROCESS.--The Nuc.ear Regsulatory
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P)

Comnission, not later than 180 days after the date of

the enactment of this Act, shall conduct a study to

determine whether the siting process for low-leve.

radicactive waste disposal facillties required by the

Low-Level Radicactive Policy Act (42 U.5.C. 2021b et

seqg.), as implemented by the States as of the cdate at

the enactment of this Act, jeopardizes the public

health and safety.

(2) REPORTS TO CONGRESS,--The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission shall report to Congress on the results the
studlees conducted under paragraph (1), not later than 210

days after the date of the enactment of this Act.



