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‘
Joseph M, Hendrie, Chairman i3
Nuclear Regulatory Conwission P
Washington, D.C, 20555 . S
. ]
Dear Mr. Hendri , \J "

I am concerned about the enclosed letter written by
the dircctor of the National Campaign for Radiocactive
Waste fafety.

According to Mr. Montague, the cesium content of wastes
being stored from Three Mile Island is "hundreds of times
higher than the NRC's own proposed upper limit" for

! vtl.‘!i l“n‘ (| i’h"(l as 1("«\' 1' ‘.'.1“ .

I would appreciate your timely comments,

fjiln,‘l‘-l'l']y,
- A . oqun
/ // . i

Richard L. Ottinger
Member of Congress
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‘A Dan ger-T,aden P1t on Three lee’ Island -
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... Recent discussions of krypton re-
Jeases from Thive Mile Island seem to

bave overlooked a potentially rauch.

more hazardous radicactive waste
problem at the crippled plant,
¢ Cooling water comtaminated with
| cosium-137 i belng (,'. tinually
“--’( tofthe Yag X "’ﬂ.i")d
stu.u! in tanks, To : “sure sufficient
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fromthe stored wale ra resin filters
+ Ing process ealled Ept THhe Nite
| clear Regulatony Comimbssion has dos
sopitod the resulting rest s tadloac.
tive wastes In a &curnent call

Nureg £591,

This dacument yepestadly 10fers to
the ecosfum wasies 28 “low-lovel™
waxtes soitible for disposal i shallow
tre -1.2\-3 at xn existing “low-level™
waste barial ground, Hewever, I have
fond -\!t yef ")’ at tha é a.ik"f"“l of
these wastes presented in Rureg-0591,
and the coshu content of thece wistes
Is hundreds of thmes Bt lA 1 !' n the

e
YJR(" 0 propesed uppér linmit for
ceshm o .hﬂﬂf vast a". vd as
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Thus, by aurent proposed dofing-

. .
tios \ol "'\ wlevel™ wastes, the T.MLLL
cosium wastes are pot Cisporable in
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buried In deep geologic Tepositories,
along with the rest of the nation's
“high-level” wastes,

No suitable geologle repo-itorics
mow  exist., Pr=ident Carter an-

Anﬂ.:’-:-d Feb. 12 that his now wastes

mzan pent progiam will identify
suits ‘Ye sites for such repositories by
1635 and will actuslly have a 1 past-
tory opoiating by 1985, Thus, cven
if the P-' ident’s program goes for-
rd without any sctbacks or delays,
the TMI wastes will need 1o be
temporaiily stored for at  Jeast
15 years, '
Nureg L8901 enirectly says that no
seitable shipping casks now exist to
transport these ceslum wastes. Casks
wiil Eave to be designed, then Heensed
by N.R.C. These waectes are accumys
Iating at the mte of approximatel
25,000 curies per year., Th ) sre Wwing
stored in apitinthe groond at T.MLLL
Porhaps focusing additional atten.
tion on this problem would speed up
‘hg ".l(l"\f‘f[\ wenvin & these w 1sfes,
!.-‘15 ind In s middle C"!! g ﬁvo'
N )' SOUMS an l\~ al st ox_( R
£ tens of thousands of curies \'fNo-
ngically active mnteiial for a decade
¥ Inore, PUTER MONTAGUE
Director, National Czmpaign
for Radioactive Waste Safety
Lawgenceville, N3, June 11, 1850
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