
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION

Date: August 29, 1980

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-I-80-125

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY netice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The infe mation presented is as initially
received without verification or evaluation and is basically all that is known

~

by IE staff on this date.

Facility: Commercial Waste Disposal Company
Baldwin Borough, Pennsylvania

Subject: TRANSPORTATION INCIDENT

At 1:30 p.m., August 29, 1980 the Region I Office received inquiries from
the press about a fire involving a comercial garbage truck which contained
radioactive material. Contacts with local police and a representative of
the Comonwealth of Pennsylvania revealed that the truck was discovered to
have contained numerous toxic substances, such as mercury and cyanide, as
well as four ounces of uranyl acetate. Sixteen people have reportedly been
taken to a local hospital to be checked for cyanide poinning. The Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania has dispatched an inspector from the Bureau of Radiological
Health office in nearby Pittsburgh and will report his findings to the
Regional Office as soon as they are available. No significant radiological
hazard is associated with this quantity of uranyl acetate. The Regional |

Office is responding to media inquiries.

This Preliminary Notification is issued for infonnation only and no further
action by IE is anticipated.
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Contact: F. Costello, 488-1353 G. H. Smith, 488-1200

DISTRIBUTION: (Facsmile Transmission Times Noted) |

H ST BLDG .3 | u 6 MARYLAND NATIONAL IE:XOOS 3 ' ur
Chairman Ahearne BANK BUILDING ':4 / 4' r NRC/TMI Program

W. J. Dircks, EDO Office u :--

Commissioner Gilinsky C. Michelson, AE0D
Commissioner Bradford J. J. Fouchard, PA Region II e eY
Commissioner Hendrie N. M. Haller, MPA Region III - c
ACRS R. G. Ryan, OSP Region IV _ r % '
S. J. Chilk, SECY H. K. Shapar, ELD Region V u>,

C. C. Kammerer, CA
(For Distribution) WILLSTE BLDG '* / O RI Resident Sites

~ J. G. Davis, NMSS /
PHILLIPS BLDG M 5 ,/ R. Budnitz, RES /

H. R. Denton, NRR
R. H. Vollmer, NRR LANDOW BLDG (Fax by HQ) (MAIL)
R. J. Mattson, NRR (6 MIN /PAGE) R. Minogue, SD
D. F. Ross, NRR J. J. Cummings, OIA IE:X005
D. Eisenhut, NRR Documeat Mgt. Br.
S. H. Hanauer, NRR

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION 7'
Region I Form 83
(Rev. June 1980) 8 0091003M r

.- -


