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(Midland Plant, Units 1 and 2

In the event of an acc 'dent at =he Midland Nuclear Plant which

is being built cn the Tittabawasse River, in the city of Midland,
Michigan, massive &uant-t-es of radicactive materials es“ec-a.-{
in the event of a Class 9 accident, will Zind th 1eir way into th
river which flows into Sag;naw Bay, the drinking water supply of
the Midland-Saginaw area population.

Models to assess the consaguences of the pcssible massive con-
-am-“at-Oﬂ by the radicactive releases on the health, water
supplies and economic costs for new water supplies or water
sources have not been sufficiently cr adeﬁuabe-" addressec in
=he Midland situation. Even hasb-.4co indi the con.an_-at;c
cf water s""p‘.es has net. been ccnsidered in ie:a-l. Assumptions
that rivers and lakes will be contaminated for only short pericds
£ time, in a Class 9 accident, is a major flaw of the Wash-1400
resentation.

-

consequences of Class 2 accidents at the Midland
ar ne, ncwever, as a result of the Class 9 accident at
3 Mile -sland and the Risk «ssessnen: Review Groups conclusion
+hat estimates cf the absclute robabilicies of wWash-1400 are
ot reliable, the NRC has uo :h oretical or :rac--; al basis

to justify exc;ad-ug the sal e tv of environmental assessment

af Class 9 acticn for the Mid and Nuclear Plant., Since the XNRC
nas itself concluded that th TMI accident was a Class 9 acci-

A environmental reviews have not included any eval
=

We =nerefare urge veu =c order a review cI the Midland ZIS €O
include complete public rulemaking for the inclusion of Class

3 accidents at the Midland reactor plant. Ccacerning Midland,
sister plant of TMI, which is now under construction, in a let-
ter dated March 20, 1280, the no“orab;e Gus Speth, Chairman of

ene Dresident's Ccuncil on Envirconmental Quality, writing fzom

che exacutive office of the President in a2 latter €3 the Henor-
ble John Aherne, Chairman cf the Nuclear Regulatory Ccmmission,
said in part "the results of our review of impact statements
srepared ty the NRC £sr nuclear pcwer resactors are very disturb-
ing. The discussisns in these statements cf potential ac**‘e"-,

and :h ir environmental impact are founé to te largely perfunc~
=orv, remarkably standardized, ané uninformaczive to the puklic.
:esp::e she nroad diversitv of size, desizn, and lccation of

=m@ nuclear reac%crs licensed oy the Scmmission ovVer the vears,

7irtually every IS contains essentially identical, beciler placs :,
language written in an unvaring format. The tvpical EIS icesﬁy
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not consider or analyze the possiblility of a major accident
even though it is these Class 9 accidents which have the poten-
tial fcr greatest environmental harm and which have led to the
greatest public concern. Moreover, for those accidents which

are typically discussed in EIS the potential impact of human
health and anvironment are presented in a cursory and inadeguate

manner, with little attention to the public understanding.’

In addition to the above, the Mapletcon Interveners urges ta
Atomic Safety Licensing Board to £fulfill the requirements ol
NEPA in full disclosure of the Midland Plant's Nuclear hazards.

Futhermore, we desire a review of the untenable locaticn ci
the plant within the large population center anéd next to the
large Dow Chemical Complex.

Wendell H. Marshall ’

President, Mapleton Interveners
Route 10
Midland Michigan 48640



