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June 26, 1980

G. Wayne Kerr, Acting Director
Office of State Programs
Agreements and Exports Branch
Directorate of Licensing

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. Kerr:

As we discussed, Washington is disappointed in the NRC's performance to
date on Dawn Mining Company's Tailings Expansion Project. The scheduled
completion date reference in your June 16, 1980 memo of September 1980,
should be modified to September 1, 1980. This was the date agreed upon
during the Spokane meeting of February 29, 1980. Not mentioned in your
memo was the equally important date for a draft evaluation, July 1, 1980.
Our State Environmental Policy Act requires at least 45 days between the
issuance of a draft EIS and the issuance of an amendment, license, or
construction permit. The agreed upon date for completion, September 1,
1980, was predicated on the fact that the SEPA process would begin on
July 1, 1980.

Washington has three uranium milling licensing actions which should be
completed by November 8, 198l. They are Dawn's tailings expansion, Dawn's
renewal, and Western Nuclear's renewal. We hope to have a progression

of invol.ement in these three cases. Since we must fulfill all of the
SEPA requirements for the Dawn actions, we are relying heavily on the

NRC to do the entire radiological assessment portion of the EIS for Dawn's
tailings expansion, as agreed on February 29, 1980.

For Dawn's renewal please modify your date for completion to be December 1,
1980. We plan on elaborating on our portions of the EIS plus doing some

of the radiological assessment. I ask your assistance in determining

which areas of the r.a. would be appropriate for us to do. The February 23,
1980 agreement should also be modified to reflect this division of labor.

.
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By the time we can work on Western Nuclear's renewal, we should be able
to do, or contract with individuals who can do,almost the entire action,
with only guidance and informal help from the Commission. The projected

date for completion of this renewal is apprc«imately six months following
issuance of the Dawn renewal or June 30, 1981.

We would be interested in the comments which you or your staff have
concerning how we plan to proceed towards assuming UMTRCA responsibilities.

. Sincerely,

T. R. Strong, Head 3
Radiation Control Secdtion

Pges S Hopan,

.Nancy P {irner, Supervisor
Radiocactive Materials Unit
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July 11, 1980

Mr. Saa I. Reed, Chief
Environmental Health Progrars
Peparteent of Social and

Health Services 3
Olympis, WA 98504 B

= e

Dear Mr. Reed:

You recently requested our advice conceruini'an EIS you are preparing on
a 2awn Mining Company proposal. Par:z of the proposal involves remedying
& leakage prcolem associated with the existing operation.

As I understand the problem, you scheduled your Draft EIS for July publica-
tion after the Nuclear Regulatory Commidsion agreed to provide a datailed,
technical assessoent by July 1, 1980." Although you now know the esseatial
elements of the NRC report, the NRC has told you that the formal report
will be delayed until Septezber, by which time you had hoped to have your
Final EIS prepared. You wish to aveid delay so as to solve the existing
problez in the wost expedient manner possible.

Tom Elwell, of our Environmental Review Section and Nancy Kirmer, of vour
staff, have discussed the problem. Since Ms. Kirner feels that she caa
provide a layman’s susmary of the NRC report now, Mr. Elwell suggested that
DSHS publish the Draft EIS ca schedule incorporating the summary. The formal
report would be included the Final EIS.

I concur with this reccmmendationt Actually, SEPA envisions the inclusion
of layman’s summaries rather than excessively detailed technical reports.

Even when the formal report is available, you still may want to use the sum-

mary in the EIS itself and only include the eantire report as an zppendix.
This will meet the SEPA goal of a short, readable, and informative EIS
vhile keeping you on your existing schedule.

I hope this opinion is useful to you. Please contact Mr. Elwell (753-6891)

if you wish to discuss the matter further.
o

urs truly,

. ! bué G. Hal&auet
Director

cc: Joha Arnquist, DOE
Toa Elwell, DCE
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warch 26, 1980 ’

¥r. Ress Scarano

Uraniuam Mill Licensing

U.S. Nuelear Regulatery Cemx=issicn .

$ilver Springs, Maryland 20910 -

Sear Mr. Scarano:

The Steote of Wwzshington requests specific technical assistance
ieur the U.S. Nuclear Rezulatery Cemmissien ia those areas of
uranivn “‘11 licensing cutlined in Vayne Rerr's letter of Decezter 31,
1379, and as descrited in the attzched Draft Agreement Setween the
Graze of Washingzon zad NRC Mill Licensing staff, February 29, 1880.
I have sAbﬁec the attached Draft Agreement to signify acceptance ol
Vashingten's commitments ool ined in the sgreezent.
3v this letter Washingien aleo cfficially submits a copy of the
Dawn Mining Company respinse to ZPA's questicns cn the sreviously
sutmitted Envirommental Report to the NRC.
Sincerely, .
/
f{ 2/ A ,425"19‘/’
/./457 o 1//"J17,
“?. R. Styong, Head
Radiation Contrel Section
TRS/=h
Attachment -

ce: Wayne serr

ATTACHMENT 4



£ Washingten
£

It is mutually agreed that ihe NRC will provide the State of Washington
with technical assiszance in its review of Dawn's renewal application
and proposed below grade tailings management plan. Techaical assistance
vill be rendered in the follewing areas: :
1. Tailings Msnagement Alternatives

2. Po:zential long-term impacts

s. long-tern stability of tailirngs retention system

y. recla-zticn of tailings disposal zrea

3. I-pacts to surface and ground water
4, Radiological assessment
§. Fnvironmental impacts of accideats

The renesal review and the reéview of the reiow grade tailings managament
plan will be performed separstely. The technical assistatce eva. cations
will follow the general outline in Enclesa 1 to the Decenter 31, 1979
letter from Wayne Kerr, WNRC, to the Strate of Washingten on technical
sssistance. Tha review of the below grade tailings panagezent plan will
be performed first due to the preference of both Dawn and the State for’
Dawn to §O to @ new below grade tailings disposal facility rather than
raice the existing cam. The NRC estimates that the review of the below
grade tailings management plan and tHe reaewal can be completed within
¢ir and nine monthe, respectively. ' :

It is agreeé that the State of Weslingten will take no licensing actien
on either the bdelow gracde tailings manigement plan or the renewzl until
NRC has completed its review of the actioam.

The NRC and State of Wazshington-will attempt to use their test effcerts
to conplete the environmental assessment on she new tailings disposal
area by September 1, 1980, and the renewal by December 1, 1980.

1t is agreed that work in the envirenmental assessment will receive
apzropriate attention of the \RC ané state and that each agency will
fund its own activities.
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Vesting hetweea the Stste cf Washingten, NRC, EPA, ard Dawn Minirg to
Gigcuss Lizensing revisiws on Dan's license renewal raquests and
recuests for avthorizaticn to use a naw prepesed balew grade disposal
Bit

bit.

Detes: Tebruary 28 & 29, 1980

2/28 -- Ln aftemcon meating was held with all p-'t‘ea prezent to discuss
tP5's cormants on Dawn's sulnittals anéd Dewn's response to these
comments.

A meeting was then held between the State and NRC to discuss
NRC's involvement in the indspendent enviromnentzl assessments
that must be dome. XNRC at the state's request will perform the
reviews outlined in the attached Draft Agreement.

2/29 -- Site visit to Dawn .
Afrernoon meeting between State and NRC to review the draft
azreement. The state staff will review this agrecment with their

ranagement and get back to NRC by March 13, 1280 with any comnants
propo;ed crhanges. A finzl agreement resolving comments or

osed chanzes by NRC and the state will then e signed by NRC

? & )

o
und the State zricr to the initiation of NAC's review.
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