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August 13, 1980
'

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Thomas A. Ippolito, Chier |

Operating Reactors Branch #2'
Division of Licensing

Refere nc e: (a) License No. DPR-28 (Docket No. 50-271)
(b) VYNPC Letter (WVY 78-1]) to V. S. Stello, Jr. from

D. E. Moody dated January 30, 1978, Subject: Fire

Protection Information Submittal
(c)- USNRC Letter to R. L. Smith from T. A. Ippolito dated

July 3,1980, Subject: Fire Protection SER

Subject: Shutdown Capability Analysis

Dear Sir: g

During the eighteen months that have elapsed since our submittal of the
summary of our analysis of the capability to safely shutdown in the event of a
fire [Refererce (b) above], criteria for that safe shutdown have been
developed and promulgated. It appears that the staff reviewer has used many
of these new criteria in his evaluation, then has taken Vermont Yankee to task
for not responding to these criteria. We wish to point out that our response
was to a requirement that the licensee " provide a summary of an analysis which
demonstrates that safe shutdown systems can be placed in operation independent
of fire damage to electrical circuits in either the control room, cable
spreading area, or switchgear room." At the time that our submittal was made,

there existed no criteria other than our own, which were clearly stated in the
submittal, and our analysis dealt with those criteria.
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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission August 13, 1980
,

Mr. Thomas A. Ippolito, Chief Page 2*

It will take far longer than the -thirty days allowed in your letter for
us to respond with an analysis which takes into account the new criteria for
safe shutdown. As the new criteria have become a part of the proposed
Appendix R to 10CFR50, we propose that we submit the analysis by whatever date
is established when the rule is published in its final form.

We trust that this will be agreeable to you.

Very truly yours,

'
VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

$ 4 L

L. H. Heider
'

Vice President
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