United States Senate

Washingion, D. C., ... Octobex 11 1921

PO TR Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

an appropriate report and

return the correspondence.
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g1 Utili

By SANDRA L. DICKEY
Daily News stalfl writer

Intervenogs

OPPOsSIng  the pucl
pfl,'!! hewre | 1V iIsked the At
Safet
Penaiize Consumers Pow
for its “outright
hearing on the lant
Hervenor attorne y My
: l", f I arc ] r
1 on fin
',,,[.,, n
which effe tively al
lowed constryct; n to cont
lant, the AS] B made Sey

I veral com
ments about Cons imers
§

Questionable
actics”’ during the h--.nmu

However, the b, d did
Consumers Ruilty of wron
| POse sanc tions against the
The board said
d that Co nsumers
; Attempted 1o keep “important
facts” from the board
i — Wanted 1o “finesse’ the dispute
F with Dow Chemic al( ompany
~ Proposed a4 Strategy to “drag
14 R in the hearing prog €ss as long as
S Construc tion continued

~ Tried to oht 1in a Dow witness who
§ Was not aware of the Dow Consumers
BN dispute The dispute refers to Dow's de.
S Cicion that the nuclear plant would he
B disadvant 1RCOUS to the COMmpany and a
S threogr by Consumers of a $600 million

not judge
Rdoing or im
r'nmp.mv

there was evidence

lawsyit
None of these proposed Stratepems
re successfyl ™ the board Stated
Of course there remains the suspi-
€1on, raised by the disclosure, of these

Car
mie
Y and Lices ng Hunlt,\‘\lh)!u
r Company

¥ dishone Sty t’r,r"),{ a

N against
Iings in the

nue at the

mstances that 1}
‘-m-’.rr;s;v-.\ which were successfyl

Cherry Said in light of the |
findings. sane tions shouid b

against Consumer -

The board having found that o re

é presumpty n,
that unrevealed dishonest ploys have

been succe ssful, I should think that the

fturther on that

IS a suspicion, even 1

bouard has 10 move
score.” Cherry said
Meanwhile Consumers has re
quested that the ASLB delete
n the decision which
wWe were trying to b less than com
pletely open according to utiiity
spokesman. Michael Koschik
"“"We are asking them 1o consider re
moving that language from the or
der, " Koschik said "Obviously we do
not agree wiht that part of the order **
In spite of the board's Statements, jt
did not penalize Consuemrs in the deci-
Ston-making process
The decision 10 to7hinue construction
was made in large pary he ause of $600
million already Spent on building 4
plant (sunk Costs), the ASLR sand
However, Previous decisions by the
Nuclear Rf‘gululnry Commission
(NRC) say sunk Costs should not pe
considered when "adverse" informa.
tion has been withheld by a | Icensee
The board states that Consumers’ ac
tivities "may be the kinds that the
Commission (NRC) had in mind in de
scribing the Sttuation where the use of
sunk costs is unjust. If so, we dec line
in this instance to IEnore sunk costs
"We think that Lo ignore several hun.

§

lvm;;n ipe
Suggests that

aere may have been dred m

ird’s mjustice on
¢ imposed provide the

ued
Cherry
i rule of
esty and
much to ¢
tion

“T cannot
all wasted |

“"That dec 1ston finds for
venors on almost ever y

sue, but th

that the Lics nsing Board
o remedy any of the ‘
of the amoun( of money that has been |

Spent

“Every utility which
tion permir starts to
continued. “Whae the board n

every utility

mented. "

Cherry referre

m July 1976
not adequate
ISSues in pivi

build the Midia

dered more
have taken pl

Cherry also asked the ASLB to post.
pone scheduling the remanded he
mzs for at lcast 30 days 5o that the In

help but Cone
1 ot

en

4s that if they spend that §
money fast enough, not even

Appeals dec ISion can be

whi

ly consider nviormaental
ng Consuemrs 5 license to f
nd plant. The court or

hea
ace

tervenors ould

options, includ

Court of Appe

als

Hed the by ird’s

ey and doesn'y do very
Ncourage public

Ng going direc tly to the

lars worth as A punish
K an out-of pre portion
¢ who will uitimately
ney.” the b m!’nnnnn—

decision

which rew irds dishon

Participa

lude that we
f time,”" Che rry said. 3
the Inter. | #
.’un»!.nmvm.nl is- [
Inexplicably concludes
IS powerless
defects because |

has a construc
Spend money he

as told

a Court of |
fairly imple

d to the coyurt decision
ch ruled the NRC did

FINgs, none of which §

ar-

“consider our other
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| waste

By STAN B NJAMIN

WA "HINGTON (AP) — The Presj
dent's ¢ wncil on Envir 'nmental Qual
Hy said today that the nation shouyid
prove can
wastes ey
power plants

The ¢ uncil rece mmended that
ROVernment set a deadline to demon
Strate that it can Eet rid of
wastes without end

dispose of radioactive
or stop building nuclear

the

nuclear
‘NRering the publie
health, It aleo called for adoption of a

National policy to rh.’mpw the base of

the ¢ onomy from nuclear and fossil
fuels 1o solar energy
The recommendations were unveiled

by “council member Gus Speth,

n a
Speech
I !

Ch prepared for delivery at a con-
ference of the American law Institute
and the Americ an Bar Assoc 1ation
Speth <aid N an interview that he
wWas speaking for the three member
council, whose function is ¢

} advige the
Presiden

t on fRvironmental 1Ssyes

He said the recommendations have
been circulated v Lin the Carter ad
ministration but the council
tried to bri g them
Personal itention

Spet! | a former Citizen environmen-
tal livist, said in his speech that the
r.clear industry is in trouble. Power
viant orders have come 0 a near.

has not yet
to the President s

ioday's Midi ind Daily News fea alternative for satisfying the projected §
: By " 9 *ase in electrical demand."
tures Invitation to Sight and Sound, InCrease in e -
: £ ; a
a special supplemeni of theater, musie Speth, s.ud_(‘hal in the long run, th
and gallery events in Midland nation shouid tgrn away from both nu

heavily on energy from the sun.
) e p \ : K
:rnnln"n:‘ {’I;ﬁl:ra'n::’:md' pe rt!hnrn:?":‘ nlgl Recent developments indicate thet ¥
0 i s cale ar or e i ¥ '

: : 5 €TRY can become g significan
year as well ag News stories on the Mid. Solar energ;

i - idly than had
land Center for the Arts and its pro- factor “much e rapidly
Brams.

of nuclear

Seen as vitall

Standstill in the past two years partly safely

because of Serious, unsolved py blems, pe said
he said Speth said the council pro
Speth said one of the most serious ting two deadiines first,
Problems is the unresolved question of way to dispose of nuc!
what to do with radioactive waste from  safely, they 1o try the
Freactors and fyel Processing plants, o©onstrate that it works

which must he 1solated for as long as a If cither de adline is missed,
half million v ars

contained for Eeologic Periods 't

posed set
1o devise a
far wasteg
method and dem

“no new
nuclear power licenses would be js.
. sued.” he said That would e oc .
"We thye favor a national decision = i _' would eff Clively
. mean h.mvm:g the start of construction
Wwhich would make the expanded yse of ’
] on new nuclear Power plants until the
nuclear POwer contingent on a clear
) waste disposa) problem js solved
and convincing show ing that nuclear h i
ily b s an be But Speth also said the counci] is not
Power’'s deac y y Products cg { h:lppy with coal as a major power
Plant fuel, becayse of its significant pol
hution probiems

A rfs fabloid For that vnn;évn‘ he said, the councit

recommended amending present nucle
ar ln'vncm,z requirements so that any

utility applying to build a new power
', ’akes debur plant would have to show “that there

was no feasible conservation or solar

- p " rely more
The tabloid contains featyrs stories Clear and coal energy and €1y

been considered possible,” be said
adding:
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counts on
N-plant

By SANDRA L. DICXEY
Daily News staff writer

Dow Chemieal Company's Michigan

Divisinn s SUil counting on the Mid.
C o

In response to questions by the .Dally

the federa) Atomic Salety and Licens-
Ing Board (ASLB) released jts decisicn
allowing continued construction of the
plant,

“Dow is relying on Statements of
Consumers Power Company that proc.
€ss steam will he available from the
Midland nuclear plant in March 1982,

Henry saiq. “The division 1S makinga

"

its energy plans accordingly.

“The recent decision of the ASLB to
continye construction pending the re.
manded hearings (on environmental js.
Sues) removes an obstacle 1o com-
pletion of the plant by tha date,"

enry continued.

The ASLB decision followed a
lcngthy and controversial hoarmg. dur-

tioned repeatedly by attorneys
Dow witnesses at the hearing paint.

ed a picture of two companies fighting
ing-afriend

internaiiy while keep ly pub-
lig tmape

',/f'rxc' witnesses, Dow US A Presi.
dent Pay v Oreffice, and former div;.
Sion General Manager Joseph G.
Temple Jr, said Lﬂgnuclen[_pmm ng,
Jgnger would be an advVantage 10 Dow,
According 1o ﬁmﬁefaﬁbﬁﬂy—b}!w
UsA director nf marketing, the com-
Pany’'s decision L0 remain committed
1o nuctear Steam was made because of
2 3600 million l‘awsln'lr!hrn,.(cned by
_Cpnsumnr\ the piant’s owner, — —2-
Both Dow officials said they had no
confidence that the nuclear piane
would be byl by 1982 for 2 cost of
$L,67 billion
7 Also auring the hearing, Dow 31
torneys toid the ASLB the Company
was considering a lawsuit dgainst Con.
sumers on the validity of 4 1974 steam

The céntract estimates the plant’s 5p.
Cration date g¢ March 1980, but Con.
sumers claims that date was not firm.
The utility later announced the plant's
completion for 1981.52

Meanwhile Dow has agreed to con.
form py 1980 o strict air pollution
Standards Imposed by the Michigan
Air Pollution Centrol Commission
(MAPCC)

The Company since then has nego.
tiated g, new d8reement with the
MAPCC in which 1t muse switch 1o
Cleaner burning o4 as a fuel for the di-
Vision power piants in 1980, The com-.
Pany then wij burn oil ynyj) Nuclear
Steam s available in 1982,

The o1l Switch will cost Dow $17 m |.
lion in capital Improvements plus n.
Creasing the Eompany's annuai fuel
bill by ¢97 ... - '
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