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Mr. W. H. Rielsen THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS

4605 Bristol Court POCR QUALITY PAGES
Midland, Michigan 48640

Dear Mr. Nie.sem:

This is in response to your letter to President Nixom dated August 18,
1971, concerning the status of the AEC censtructiom permit proceeding
for the proposed Midland nuclear power plant.

As you may be aware, the evidentiary hearing in this procesding began

in Midland on Jume 21, 1971, alter several wmonths of pre-hearing pro-
cedures. The hearing was in seseiou for seventeem days between Junme 21

July 23, and, during this period, extensive oral and documentary

evidence was received om several safety-related isswes in the proceediug.

July 23, vhen the hearing was recessed, certair matters were left
future consideration.
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principal pending matters in the Midland proceeding appear to be
the question of emergency core coolimg effectiveness and questions
arising under the Natiomal Envirommental Poliecy Act of 1969 (NEPA).
For the reasoms stated below, it 1s not poesible at this time to pro-
ceed to completiom with respect to these matters.

First, with respect to the issus of emergency core cooling system
effectiveness, thy Commission om Jume 29, 1971, published interim
acceptance criteria for emergency cor. coeling systems. As a result
of the implementation of these criteria, Comsumers Power Company
(the applicant is the Midland preceeding), and several other appli-
eants for power reactor comstriuctiem permits, have been asked by the
ARC regulatory staff to submit additiomal! imformation for staff re-
view. Upon completion of its review, the staff will, if appropriate,
offer additional testimony in the Midland proceeding on the subject
of the effectivensss of the emergency core cooling system proposed to
be utilized im the Midland plamnt.
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Seeond, vith respect to matters arising under NEPA, on September 9,
1971, the Covmission published revised regulations {wplementing NEPA,
vhich take inte account a recemt decisiom of the United States Court
dwfwthmtuctdulﬂhmrudthmuudwnn
&%ﬁ' cmm% %“‘ et al. v. AEC et al., Nos. 24,839 and
,871 y 23, 1971). rquhummlyuthm
Midland plant. In this proceeding as in others of the same type,
the regulations require the submission of additional inferwstien
by the applicant, a further WEPA review by the AEC regulatery staff,
and an independent review by the presiding Atemic Safety amd Licensing
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presiding Board iz a ssse sweh oo Midiand to preceed as expeditiously
as possible with non-MEPA matters pendinsg completien of the staff's

tiom, coples of the Commission's

orma

statemsnts ammowncing the adeptiom of the interim acceptamce eriteria
for emargency eore eceling systems amd the NEPA regulatioms dfscussed
shove.

Sincerely,

Peter A. Morris, Pirector

Bivisien of Reacter Licemsing
Enclosures:

1. "Miensing of Fower Reactors"”
2. Press Releases (3)
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Mr. W. H. Nielsen
4605 Bristol Court
Midland, Michigan #8640

Dear Mr. Nielsen:

Your letter of August 18, 1971 to President Nixegh has been referred
to this office for reply. You expressed because Corsumers

and operaticn. You will note
that page 8 describes hearing for issusnce of the con-

The public notice of the
October 26, 1970. kvl

the Midland plant was issued

were held in Midland during
the period June 21 through July /23, 1571. The hearings were recesrad
for further cansideration o d:t«em related to the plant's emergency
core cooling system and alsoits effect an the environmer. Encloaed
is a copy of AEC Press Rele 0-99, issued June 19, 1971. This
describes the AEC's policy/on of emergency core cooling
systems in light-water mélear r plants. Also enclosed is ane
copy each of Preas Rele 0-134 and 0-156, which pertain to the AEC's
inplementation of the National Enyironmental Policy Act. It can be
seen that these releases bear directly on the issuance of a construction
permit for the Midland plant, and explains why the application is
receiving further micbmtlan \

I hope this letcé' has helped place the Midland plant license application
in perspective.’ Should you require r conment on this matter,
please let me know.

\

Peter A. Morris, Director
Division of Reactor Licensing
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4605 Bristol Court
Midland, Michigan
August 18, 1971

(i 14432
President Richard M. Nixon
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:
/’NUCLEAR POVER PROJECT - MIDLAND, MICHIGAN

A nuclear power project for Midland, Michigan continues to
be bogged down by seemingly endless and creeping procedural
delays. This project could be of immediate economic benefit
to the Saginaw Valley in providing jobs through construction
of a 400 million dollar nuclear power plant. This project
is vital to the survival of the Midland plant of The Dow
Chemical Company which presently employs 8,000 residents of
this area. I support the economic program you initiated on
August 15. I appeal to you to use the influence and powers
of your office to stop the deliberate procedural delays
which are jeopardizing my economic future and that of 200,000
other citizens of the Saginaw Valley.

Consumers Power Company's efforts to obtain a license for
construction of a nuclear power plant in Midland are being
opposed by several groups of intervenors. The intervenor
groups appear to represent fewer than 100 people. This
miniscule minority objects to numercus aspects of the pro-
posed installation on the bases of inadequate safety pro-
visions or of inadequate environmental protection. Their
alleged objectives are laudable, but their strategy is
clearly one of prolonging debate and thus av.1id acceptance
of knowledgeable decisions.

The citizens of the Saginaw Valley have a need and a right to
recelve an expeditlous hearing on the Consumers Power Company
project. Justice delayed is justice denied. Will you please
help us obtain a fair hearing?
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