
i

!:

i-
.

|
NUREG/CR-5364 |

BNL-NUREG-52197 !.

.

Summary of Advanced LMR |
Evaluations - PRISM and SAFR !

:

f
!, . ,

,

;

}

!
,

N

|

|

!

l.
+

r

Prepared by G. J. Van Tuyle, G. C. Slovik, B. C. Chan, j
F.. J. Kennett, II. S. Cheng, P. G. Kroeger

'

,

Brookhaven National Laboratory

/

Prepared for
U.S Nuclear Regulatory Commission

,

:

[

8911080316 891031
C-53$ PDR

-
__ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ - __-___ _ ___ _ _



-

,

e

<> s

i )

i. AVAILABluTY NCTICE ,

p

{ AvaRabHfty of Reference Materials Cned in NRC Pubicatons
j

Most documents etted h NRC putheations wil be avatable from one of the tonoweg sources: f
1, The NRC Pubho Dooumont Room 2t20 L Street, inV, Lower Level, Washington, DC 20555 ;

f.
2. The Superhtendent of Documents, U.S. Govemment Prhthe Offlee, P.O. Box 37062. Washhgton,

DC 20013 7082
,

3. The Nctional Technical Informatien Service, Sprhgf6 eld, VA 22161

, Although the bsthe that foBows represents the rnQority of documents etted h NRC pu% cations, it is not r

j. htended to be exhaustive.

Referenced documents avatable for inspection end copybg for a fee ftom the NRC Putee Document Room
|

l include NRC correspondence and internal NRC memoranda: NRC Ofoce of inspection and Enforcement
}

buteths, circulars, information notices, hspection and investigation notloes; Ucenseo Event Reports; ven. ;
dor reports and correspondence: Commission papers; and appilcant arm 1 bconoes documents and corre- |
spondence,

,

i
The foDowhg documents h the NUREG oorles are avatable for purchase from the GPO Sales Program: I

f ormal NRC staff and contractor reports, NRC sponsored conference proceedings, and NRC booklets and
trochures. Also avatable are Regulatory Guides, NRC regulations h the Cods of federal Regulaflons, and
Nuclear f,egulatory Commission issuances. I

Documents avaPable from the National Technical information Service hclude NVREO series reports and
technical reports prepared by other federal agencies and reports prepared by the Atombo Energy Commis-
sion, forerunnvr agency to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. i

:
'

Docurnents avaHable from pubbe :and special technical librarles hclude al open literature items, such as
books, Journal and periodical articles, and transactions. federal Register notices, federal and state leg!sta. |
tion, and congressional reports can usually be obtained from those libraries, j

Documents such as theses, dissertations, fo,'elgo reports and translations, and non-NRC conference pro- |
Ceedhos are avatable for purchase from the organization sponsorbg the publeation cited. '

)

Shgle copies of NRC draft reports are availabic free, to the extent of eupply, upon written request to the ,

Off6ce of Information Resources Management, Distribution Section, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, ;

Washington, DC 20555, !

Copies of bdustry codes and standards used h a substanttve manner h the NRC regulatory process are
maintct ed at the NRC Ubrity. 7920 Norfolk Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland, and are avalable there for refer.

,

once use by the public, Codes anc standards are usualty copyrighted and may be purchased from the |
originnthg organ!:stion or, if they are American National Standards, from the American National Standards |
Institute,1430 Broadway, New York, NY 10018, ,

6

|

| .

IL DISCLAIMER NOTICE !

This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States Covemment.
Neithor the Unit 9d States Govemment nor any agency thereof, or any of their employees, makes any warranty, :

expresed or Impbed, or assumos any legal liability of responsibility for any third party's use, or the resutts of j
such use, of any hformation, apparatus, product or pecess disclosed in this report, or represents that its use

,

by su0h third party would not infringe privatety ownod rights. :

!

.



- - _

1

|

!
;

NUREG/CR-5364 |
BNLe-NUREG-52197 i
R1, R7, RS, 9L j

Summary of Advanced LMR !
'

Evaluations - PRISM and SAFR
l

!

!

-
r

!

I
Manuscript Completed: February 1989 :

Date Published: October 1989 |

!

Prepared by ;
'

O. J. Van Tuyle, O. C. Slovik, B. C. Chan,
'

R. J. Kennett, H. S. Cheng P. G. Kroeger

'

Brookhaven National 1.aboratory
Upton, NY 11973

|

|
L Prepared for
| Division of Regulatory Applications

|- Omce of Nuclear Regulatory Research !
*

| U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

|. Washington, DC 20555 :
'

| NRC FIN A3827

L ,

.

.

r
- _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ . _- . -. . _-



.__ __ _ .

4
;

ABSTRACT'
P

'

Independent Safety Analyses of the DOE sponsored Advanced Liquid Metal.

c Reactor'(LMR) Concepts: PRISM and SAFR, performed at BNL between 1986 and
1988, are reported. In most cases, BNL calculational results were very simi-

L lar_ to those provided by Generai Electric (GE) for PRISM and the Rockwell [
. International (RI)/Argonne National Laboratory (ANL) team for SAFR._ Two key '

features of these designs are the inherent reactor " shutdown" (transition to
low power in response to high temperatures) and passive shutdown heat ' removal

.

(natural draf t air cooling of the reactor vessel).r
,

|

There are two key factors in the inherent shutdown, the reactivity feed-
back parameters and the projected reactor response during postulated un-

,L scrammed transients. Reactivity feedback parameters provided by the GE and
R1/ANL teams were utilized in the BNL calculations, after some comparative

!studies and simplified calculations c)nfirmed that the supplied parameters
,

'
were at least approximately correct. Independent. computer analyses of the un- ,.

scrammed response to various challenges yielded results that were very similar i
to those submitted for both designs, and indicated that the inherent shutdown
should work for many postulated events. However, for the loss-of-flow (LOF)
events, there are some very low probability events. where the safety margins
are minimal, given that the positive sodium void worth makes sodium boiling
highly undesirable.

7

The passive shutdown heat removal was.also considered in two ccmponents.
Performance of the air cooled vessel system, designated RVACS for PRISM and |
RACS for SAFR, indicated that these systems should perform at least as well as ;

the vendors are projecting, and that these systems are highly fault tolerant - ;

particularly with respect to partial blockages of the air flow pathways. !
'

Analyses of the long term heat-up events, with and without operation of RACS
or RVACS, indicated that the large heat capacities of these systems assures ;

long, slow heat-up events that would allow time to partially unblock the air
'

flow pathways if necessary.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

}

I In support of the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), Brookhaven
National Laboratory (BNL) has performed independent analyses of two advanced

| Liquid Metal Reactor (LMR) concepts. The designs, sponsored by the U. S. De- |

| partment of Energy (DOE), the Power Reactor Inherently Safe Module (PRISM) !

(Berglund, 1987) and the Sodium Advanced Fast Reactor (SATR) [Baumeister,'

1987), were developed primarily by General Electric (GE) and Rockwell Inter-
national (RI), respectively. Technical support was provided to DOE, R1, and .o,

'" GE, by the Argonne National Laboratory (ANL), particularly with respect to the L

! characteristics of the metal fuels. |
t .

(, There are several examples in both PRISM and SAFR where inherent or pas- |
L sive systems provide for a safe response to off-normal conditions. This is in
! contrast to the engineered safety systems utilized on current U. S. Light
f Water Reactor (LWR) designs.

iOne important design inherency in the LMRs is the " inherent shutdown",
!

which refers to the tendency of the reactor to transition to a much lower
' power level whenever temperatures rise significantly. This type of behavior !

was demonstrated in a seriec of unscrammed tests at EBR-11 [N.E.D., 1986). ;

The second key design feature is the passive air cooling of the vessel to re- :

move decay hest. These systems, designated RVACS in PRISM and RACS in SAFR, !

always operate, and are believed to be able to prevent core damage in the }
event that no other means of heat removal is available. !

Our effort was focused mainly ta confirm the inherent reactor shutdown
and the passive shutdown heat removal for two major reasons. First, these are :
the new design features that set these designs apart from more conventional l

liquid metal cooled reactors, such as Phenix, SNR-300, CRBR, MONJU and the i

Soviet breeder reactors. Second, if both the inherent shutdown and the pas- !
*

sive shutdown heat removal were absolutely reliable, and therefore infallible.
then one would have to conclude that a core melt would be nearly impossible. i

!
For this initial evaluation of these preliminary designs, using computer i

codes that were not ideally suited for the PRISM and SAFR reactors and coolant ;

systems, we attempted to resolve the key technical issues. These efforts are j
briefly summarized below. |

t

Reactivity Feedbacks [
I
.

Using several detailed neutronics codes, ANL (both designs) and GE (for [
PRISM only) were able to ev.aluate key reactivity feedbacks for PRISM and ,

SAFR. We compared the feedback parameters against those for similar designs, ;

and we also made two simple calculations to estimate some of these feedbacks. |

Our comparison with other reactor designs indicated that ANL's (and GE's) |
estimates were in line eith the feedbacks for other reactors. However, we ,

also noted the EBR-11 is the more unusual core, as it has a very small Doppler ;

feedback and a strongly negative sodium void worth. Thus, extrapolation from !

the tiny EBR-11 core is not a trivial process. Regarding our estimates of the !
reactivity feedback parameters for the radial expansion feedback, we found our |

t

i $

f
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estimate using " Fermi-Age Theory" to be very close to that provided for PRISM
and SAFR. -

| We have thus concluded that estimates of the reactivity feedback parame-
ters for PRISM and SAFR are probably reasonably accurate. However, we are I

cautious about the uncertainties in these' feedbacks and believe that the mar-
gins for the inherent shutdown must be large at this time in order to compen-,

sate for these uncertainties.
,

<

l Transient Models j

The LMR licensing codes developed at BNL for the NRC were developed dur-
|' ing the development of the CRBRP. As SAFR and PRISM have features that were

.

'

i; not envisioned at that time, our principal computer code, SSC, needed consid-
erable modifications. Circumstances permitted only the most crucial program-

[ ming changes to be completed for this review, and further changes will be
needed for safety and licensing evaluation of the revised PRISM design. ~j

;

The SSC reactor model was adjusted to model the metal fuel reactivity i
feedbacks and provided a reasonably good capability to model the inherent {

i-

shutdown. However, we could not represent some features of the primary ,

" loop", particularly the RACS/RVACS overflow. *1hus, we limited the SSC calcu-'

lations to the first few minutes of the unserammed transients. '!

In order to model the complexities of the primary system flow network, we
used one of our more versatile codes, MINET. However, the MINET reactor model
is not sophisticated enough to analyze the inherent shutdown. Further, parts *

of the RACS/RVACS system performance required the use of another code, PASCOL. e

As a resurt of these circumstances, confirmation of the transient perfor-
mance of the PRISM and SAFR systems required some degree of ingenuity. How- '

ever, our calculations, taken altogether, confirm most of the analyses provid-
,ed.by the design teams. t

PRISM Unscrammed Events
!

Ir

Our SSC calculations for the three major unscrammed events, including !:,

! loss-of-heat sink (LOHS), loss of flow (LOF), and transient over power (TOP), ,

! vere very similar to those submitted by CE. Safety margins appear to be sig- [
nificant for all three events, with the unscrammed LOT having the smallest i

i margins. Three related unscrammed events were also analyzed, including a pipe !
L break, a T0P/LOF combination, and an LOF missing one (of four) pump coast- !
'

down. The pipe break, which results in a flow short-circuit rather chan a

loss of sodium inventory, is e:ightly worse than an instantareous stoppage of ione of the pumps and results in a rapid power reduction (the inherent shut- '

down) and appears to be largely benign. The combined TOP /LOF is less likely
than either a TOP or an LOF, and has smaller safety margins than either. t

The margin for the unscrammed LOF missing one pump coastdown is nearly zero. i
As the chance of losing one of the coastdowns, which are provided for the '

electromagnetic (EM) pumps by the synchronous machines, has to be significant, !
it would be prudent for GE to design to better accommodate this event, i.e., :
to ride out an unscrammed LOF on three pump coastdowns. !

t

|
|
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i SAFR Unscrammed Events I

b \

For ' the three basic unscrammed events, i.e., the LOHS, LOF, and TOP
events, our SSC calculational results were similar to those provided by ANL ;

for RI/SAFR. The only problem here was that the ANL calculations show control
rod drive line expansion that is very quick, and this helps their calculated ;

safety margins. To get this quick expansion of the control rod drive lines,
RI must design the structures above the core so as to direct hot core outlet

,

[ sodium along the drive lines. For our calculations, we assumed that this is ,

| achievable, although we have some reservations. Note r.lso that having the in- )
herent shutdown rely partly on freely moving control rods leaves a potential i

'

k common mode f ailure, i.e., stuck rods could prevent scram and reduce inherent [

| " shutdown" effe:tiveness.
,

?

I, While the SSC results were similar to those submitted by ANL, as long as ,

I the enhanced control rod drive line expansion was utilized, these calculations '

l consistently showed somewhat smaller safety margins for SAFR than for PRISM.
L .This traces directly to RI's desire to run SAFP significantly hotter than |

PRISM in order to use a superheated steam cycle and achieve higher thermal ,

efficiency (40% versus 32%). Should GE decide to convert PRISM to use a ;
3 superheated steam cycle, we would expect their safety margins to shrink i

accordingly. p
.

In addition to the three basic unserammed events, we looked at two varia-
.

!tions - a 20 cent TOP combined with an LOT and a pump seizure (one of two cen-
trifugal pumps). The safety margins for the 20 TOP / LOT were not large for
SAFR, and would be smaller for a 35 T0P/LOF (notes 20 is based on large

,

seismic event, whereas 35 represents maximum control rod withdrawal worth).
However, RI plans to design their control systems to prevent pump trip until [
scram has been achieved (rather than just a scram signal generated).

For the pump seizure event, it was determined that the rapid reduction in .

reactor flow rate could be accommodated inherently as long as the other pump
_

,

continued to function. However, the other pump should see a surge in flow (25 '

to 30%), and cavitation may be anticipated. Eventually, the second pump would ,

tfail, and the delay becomes a very important parameter - the longer, the
better. A related concern,is that pnn'p seizires are actually more likely dur-
ing a coastdown, so RI may have had to design to survive the ULOF with only ,

one coastdown (if DOE had continued funding SAFR development). ;

!

Evaluation of RACS/RVACS Performance |
,

In order to assess the passive cooling system, we adapted the PASCOL
I- code, which we developed to model the comparable system in the Modular High
L Temperature Gas Reactor (MHTGR), which is designated the RCCS. We opecified ,

L the reactor vessel temperature and calculated the natural draft air flow, and
the various heat transfer processes. Using conservative parameters, we were i

able to match the performance predictions made by both GE and RI/ANL. Param-
L etric cases showed excellent fault tolerance, particularly with regard to par- !

tial blockag:s of the air flow passages. In short, performance of the PRISM i

RVACS and SAFR RACS should be at least as good as projected, and the problems -

associated with partial blockages appear to be minimal. j

| 911- ,

t
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Protected LOHS Events - Simple Models
.

'

One advantage of. pool type LMRs, particularly if metal' fuel is used, is
that the high heat capacity, high thermal conductivity system can survive a

,

fairly lengthy heat up event, i.e., a total loss of heat retaoval . This can be
demonstrated using simple hand calculations. These hand calculations gave're-
suits that wera quite similar to those provided by GE and R1/ANL, for cases
with and.without functioning air-cooled vessel systems. If the air flow is

3

totally blocked, many hours are available to unblock the air flow pathways, or ~

conceivably to arrange for an ad-hoc evacuation.
;

MINET Calculations of Long LOHS Events- '

r

A computer code calculation of a postulated LOHS, with RYACS cooling ;

only,,was performed using.MINET. Results were very slutlar to those provided ;
by CE, particularly during the first day of transient ~ time. Both code calcu- ;

lations indicated that the. sodium spillover that increasts RVACS performance
occurs about 5 1/2 hours into the event. !,,

Summary
,

Most of the key calculations submitted by the SAFR and PRISM design teams f
were independently verified and/or replicated. While the inherent " shutdown" ;
appears to work for key postuated events, some variant cases were identified ;

as posing significant safety concerns - in that the inherent shutdown safety }
, margins would be too small. The passive means of shutdown cooling, using RACS |

or RVACS, appears to be an excellent approach, as the performance is projected '

to be good and the reliability should be very high.
:

!
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i 1. INTRODUCTION

In support of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory commission (NRC), Brookhaven
National Laboratory (BNL) has performed independent analyses of two advanced

,

Liquid Metal Reactor (LMR) concepts. The designs, oponsored by the U.S. De-'

parteient of Energy (DOE), the Power Reactor Inherently Safe Module (PRISM)
[Berglund,19o7] and the Jodium Advanced Fast Reactor (SAFR) [Baumeister,
1987), wers developed primarily by General Electric (CE) and Rockwell Inter-
national (RI), respectively. Technical eupport was provided to DOE, RI, and
CE, by the Argonne National Laboratory (ANL), particularly with respect to the
characteristics of the metal fuels.

There are several examples in both PRISM and SAFR where inherent or pas-
sive systems provide for a safe response to off-normal conditions. This is in
contrast to the engineered safety systets utilized on current U.S. Light Water
Reactor (LWR) designs.

3

One important design inherency in the UKRs is the " inherent shutdown",
which refers to the tendency of the reactor to transition to a much lower
power level whenever temperatures rise significantly. This type of behavior
was demonstrated in a series of unserammed tests at EBR-II [N.E.D., 1986).

The second key design feature is the passive air cooling of the vessel to
remove decay heat. These systems, designated RVACS in PRISM and RACS in SAFR,
always operate and are believed to be able to prevent core damage in the event
that no other means of heat removal is available.

PRISM

The advanced LMR design proposed by GE is a 1245 MWe PRISd plant. It is

composed of nine reactor modules arranged in three identical 415 MWe power
blocks. Each power block has three identical reactor modules that jointly
supply steam to a single turbine generator. There is one steam generator for

each reactor module. The steam generator is a recirculating type with a
separate steam drum from which dry, saturated steam is piped to a common tur-
bine header, from the three parallel steam generator blocks, and then to the
power block turbine.

Figure 1 shows the reactor module internals, located below grade in a
silo. The reactor module consists of the containment vessel, reactor vessel
and its internals, reactor closure and rotatable plug, intermediate heat ex-
changers (IHX), electromagnetic (EM) pumps, control rod drives (CRD), in-ves-
sel transfer machine (IVTM), and module support structures. The two IHXs and
four EM pumps are suapended from the reactor closure, and six control rod
drives (CRD), the UIS and an in-vessel fuel transfer machine (IVTM) are sus-
pended from the rotable plug.

Primary system sodium is circulated througn the core and the shell side
of the IHXs by the EM pumps. The heat generated in the core is transferred to
the intermediate sodium that flows inside the IHX tubes.

The PRISM reactor utilizes the ternary Pu-U-Zr metal fuel, with HT9 clad-

-1-
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'dingi 'The core restraint system is' designed to alter the natural bowing feed-7 .,
.back so 'he reactivity feedback contribution is. generally small and negative. :

This !s, achieved by using the limited bowing restraint system. ],

,

SAF2y
i

SAFR;i; .e modular power system (see Figure ' 2) usia;' . 900 MWt reactor to- L

' generate superhected 6 team "hich drives a 350 MWe turbine. Four modules (or
Power Paks) combine to make a standard SAFR plant of 1400 Mwe. Each power pak [*

uses fou HXs which are paired to transfer heat to two stes.. generators. The
'

c primary . ium is circulated through the core and tube side of the IHXs, by ,

two centrifugal pumps. The intermediate sodium passes through the shell side
1 of the IHX.

,

9

.The SAFR reactor is similar to the PRISM. unit, although the core'is.some- f
!

what' larger. In order to minimize the sodium density feedback (positive), the.,

core-is shorter and;has:a much larger. diameter than PRISM. As a result, the !

" inherent shutdown" periorms about the same for both PRISM and SAFR.
~

' Sections to Follow

Reactivity feedbacks in the metal fuel cores of PRISM and SAFR provide
!the '? inherent shutdown" characteristic, which is extrapolated f rom _ EBR-II.-

'These feedbad.s are discussed in Section 2.

Transient modeling involver modeling the reactor kinetics and accurately h
< evaluating the reactivity feedbacks, as well as simulating the normal coolant ,

s, sm and shutdown heat removal syntems. The modeling is described in Sec- *

tion 3. ;

'
Several postilleted unserammed 4ents were analyzed for both designs.

Analyses for. PRISM e.ro described it. Section'4, and results for SAFR are dis- |
'

cussed in Sect.on $.

The safet'; grade passive shutdown heat removal systems, designated RACSI i

in SAFR|and.F7ACS in PRISM, were evaluated with respect to nominal performance ;

'and degree sf. fault tolerance. This work is summarized in Section 6. ,

!
Two inherent characteristics of pool-type LMRs having metal fuel cores

are high heat capacity and high thermal conductivity within the vessel. Thus,

even with little, tf any, heat removal these designs can survive lengthy i

periods before any fuel damage or radioactive releases would be anticipated. i

This tan be demonstrated using simple " hand calculations", as described in ,

Section 7.if,

In Section 8, computer calculations of the long lolls events using the
MINET Code are discussed. This work represents PRISM and SAFB systems in some i

' detail, and shows how some of the flow patterns and local temperature distri-
butions change as the AACS/RVACS systems operate under nominal conditions,
i.e., with the sodium spilling down along the inside of the reactor vessel,

wall.

The effort is then summarized in Section 9.

|- 3

__ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - . .____ _ - -___



,

)

f 4"
AIR NATURALb DRAFT DRACS $NIt, i HEAT EXCHANGER I

-

10011 6
|

/ \ I ,

*

u q||['y Hi.isonnui
#

min |q!|'U.''$tuu,,

tju , ...us SA_R
"

-

"7
'

.Y. ''

ti
V NATURAL

CONVEL rION
DRACS LOOP

',
IN VESSEL DRACS e .;
HEAT EXCHANGER 't '

64 f t "*' *
- i

|. )\ PUMP.

m,,_r , ..gc . ,; , . .a : . u

59y ;, _sy i .

OVERFLOW '

', [ *g,
'-

. -m _ ,,

SIMPLE 8
||

. , -
'

GAS VALVE -

kl
_.

' [ h ,[
r

4
}3,

-

g -
_ -

..n "

p .- Tw-.- ' *
.,

,

8tt "
f'y n

!
C I i! ~ OREf

(3
.... tj l*

NATURALk(
'

g/;
CCNVECTION;j v RACS'

,

/ SYSTEM

4, . . . '
"

,.

p& |
* "

. ' - '
. *

, ,,,I
. .,i ', . . .

' *
' ' ' ' * ji. , -

Figure 2 SAFR Module Primary Sodium Flow Paths Under Normal Conditions,
During DRACS Operation, and During RACS Operation. Also:
DRACS and RACS

-4-

. _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _



.e. -

.

|

!

i

2. EXAMINATION OF THE REACTIVITY FEEDBACK PARAMETERS ;

F

i

' A major advantage of the use of metal fuel in the modular LMRs is thatd'
~

tha reactor transitions to a lower power level when it overheats. This re- .

'

sponse is' referred to as the " inherent shutdown", although the reactor remains *

critical - hopefully near decay heat levels. In a dramatic series of tests at
EBR-11 (see N.E.D., 101, April 1986), this capability was demonstrated in the
szall metallic core. However, the extrapolation from the EBR-II tests to the ;

Icrger PRISH and SAFR reactors relies upon the use of sophisticated computer
models. These models are focused in two areas - evaluating the reactivity

To;fsedbacks and analyzing the reactor response to postulated transients.
d;te, most of the BNL effort has been focused on the transients, but some work ,

ihis been done to partially verify the reactivity feedbacks provided by RI/ANL
cnd GE - and this material is covered below.

In general, RI uses ANL computational methods for calculating the SAFR
reactivity feedbacks; while the PRISM calculations are based on GE methods,
which have been validated against the ANL methods. The ANL methods involve .

'
2the multigroup cross section generation using MC -II, fuel assembly design and

burnup calculations using NIFD/ REBUS /DIF3D, reactor core calculations using ,

DIF3D, perturbation calculations using VARI-3D, and core restraint and bowing
cvaluations using NUBOW-3D. These methods require time-consuming and expen-
sive steady-state calculations. While this is necessary for the final design,

_the lengthy calculations tend to lose sight of the underlining physics.

2.1 Key Reactivity Feedbacks
,

Several reactivity feedbacks are important in the inherent shutdown re- >

sponse for the metal cores. Because of the smaller Doppler feedback in the ,

-

mital core, reactivity feedbaks having little importance in oxide cores are
12portant in the metal core. The main reactivity feedbacks are as follows:

Doppler Feedback:

As the fuel temperature increases, more neutrons are parasitically ab-
sorbed in the resonance energy range. For metal f uel, Doppler feedback is a
sna11er negative factor than it is for oxide fuel because of the harder energy
spectrum. The Doppler still adds negative reactivity on a power increase, but
its effect is reduced in metal fuel. This allows the temperature decrement to
b2 small (-1.70) watch means the reactor can be controlled by other natural
fsedbacks (i.e. , Axial and Radial Expansion).

i Sodium Density / Void Feedback:

For a small liquid metal cooled reactor, such as EBR-II, this is a nega-
|

tive feedback, and is helpful. For the larger PRISM reactor, this is a posi-y

|- tive feedback. As long as the sodium is subcooled, this contribution is
codest. If the sodium boils, this feedback could add around five dollars of

j reactivity to the reactor within a few seconds.

l Axial Fuel Expansion:

1

Metal fuel expand significantly when it heats up. Axial expansion, with-

|
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[ in the cladding, increases the core size and decreases the effective density
.

6 of the core materials. This increases the' probability that a neutron will es-
,

h cape the core, giving a significant negative reactivity feedback. The size of. 1
,

P 'this feedback changes after about two percent burnup, when the. fuel swells in-
i! to contact with the cladding. Then the axial expansion is controlled by'the
,b expansion rate of the cladding,'since metal fuel has little' strength. 1

Radial Expansion:

s

'
~

( The radial dimension of the core is determined largely by the assembly
} spacing. This. spacing is determined by the grid plate below the core and by

-

f Ltwo sets of load pads'above the core. When the' structures heat.up and expand,.
they spread the reactor and reduce the core density - increasing leakage and

p thereby reducing the net reactivity. "

i - Bowing: >

i- i
,

When a plate is heated more on one side than the other, the heated-side '

will expand more'than the other, and the center of the plate will bow into the
f

,

hotter direction. This type of behavior occurs in the LMR assemblies, and it
<

has-some reactivity contribution, but it is difficult to accurately calcu- *

1 ate. PRISM and SAFR use the limited free bow restraint system, which limits
p the importance of bowing, and makes the contribution negative under conditions.
[ -of interest. ,

1 Control Rod Driveline Expansion:

The control rod drive lines, which are in the upper-internal structure.;
"

expand when they are heated, inserting the control rods further into the reac-
tor, adding negative reactivity.

Vessel Expansion:

Since the control rod drives attach to the top of the vessel, and the
reactor attaches to a point much lower along the vessel wall, the expansion of i
the. vessel wall.ns it heats up pulls the control rods out somewhat.f This is a ;positive feedback, but it 'is not a major safety factor beacuse it is quite
slow to act.

2.2 Cross-Comparison of Feedbacks
,

t The key reactivity feedback parameters estimated by GE for PRISM have
been compared to the equivalent feedbacks for SAFR, Super Phenix [IAEA, 1985],
EBR-II [Feldman, 1984), and FFTF [Padilla, 1988) (the latter two were measur-
ed, i.e., estimated from experimental data), as shown in the table below.

,

'

While PRISM and SAFR have strong similarities, EBR-II is much smaller, and
Fl'TF and Super Phenix use oxide fuel. According to Hummel and Okrent
(Reacitivity Coefficients in Large Fast Power Ranctors, American Nuclear
Society, 1978), the Doppler feedback for an oxide core should be about three
times larger than that for a metal core. Sodium density worth depends largely
on core geometry (leakage), which explains the negative feedback in the small
EBR-II core and the near-zero f aedback in FFTF. Regarding radial and axial
expansion, there are again strong similarities between all five reactors.

-6-
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R Table I
Reactiv'ity Feedbacks, Ak/aT(K), [x10-6)h

I .[ Referenced to Nominal Conditions)
R

L PRISM SAFR EBR-11 FFTF SuPhx ;

h

~

[ Doppler -6 .' 1 -4.2 -0.4 -14.6 -12.0

Na Density .6.7 5.9 -8.7 - 0' . 7 '6.0'

L Radial Exp. -6.9 -9.7 -9.3 -22.0 -10.0 .

.!

' 2.7 -2.9 -4.8 - 1.8 - 2.0
h Axial Exp.-

,
-

<

/

[
Because of the consistency'in the various feedback parameters, it appears

likely that'the values cited by GE are approximately correct. However, the! ,

fact that EBR-11'is obviously quite different from the other cotes decreases
one's confidence in extrapolating from the EBR-11 test. series.

.

The fifth reactivity feedback mechanism mentioned'in Section 2 1,. bowing, i

is difficult to estimate and thus.' carries large uncertainties. Fortunately, :

-the limited-free-bow. core restraint system makes.the non-linear component -

?

(bowing) of the radial = expansion both 'relatively small and negative. To date,
we have ignored this feedback.(which is generally conservative) and hope to..be .

,

able to continue this' practice.

The sixth and seventh feedbacks trace directly to the control rod-worth
.icurves and are not difficult to confirm. The principal question bere is with'

respect to timing, i.e., how quickly do the control rod drive lines ~and the q

reactor vessel expand? .

2.3 Ertimating' Radial E'xpansion Feedback [Cheng, 1988]

The small core-of LMRs makes it possible to. describe accurately the
radial expansion reactivity in terms of a point reactor model. The present ,

model is" based on a non-leakage probability repre.entation of the' effective
neutron multiplication factor:

.

(1)~

k,gg = k,e
-

2where k. is the infinite medium neutron multiplication factor, M is the .

2 Ineutron migratin area, and B is the geometric buckling.

Consider a point reactor with appropriate averaSe properties. We shall
use one-group model for neutron cross sections (properly averaged over the en-
tire neutron spectrum in the reactor core). In the one group model, k. is ,

given by:

v{f , vNof (2)k,=
ba

No
a

' -7- ,
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where N is the average atom density in the core. The migration' area H .is de- '2'1

O fined as-(Duderstadt, 1976):
"

<

g2~, 1 1

2 (3) -|
.

3 [tf a. 3N[ r tr# *a
$;

.. .

c
,

2A with otr being the microscopic transport cross section and oa the micro-
k(

scopic absorption cross section.
s.

~

2
. The geometric buckling B is the key to the present model. For a cylin- -i

drical core 'of radiius R and height 11, the grometric buckling is given by -

[Lamarsh,.1966]:
r, ? f

- |

[4)2,[2M05)2
. I'

2~'B_, _ ~(4)'
11 R, , +

where R 'and h are the extrapolated radius and height of the core, respective-
ly.- .

Consider a reference critical reactor. at steady. state. Using Eq.(1).for; ithe reference state with 'the subscript o,' we have:

k,= k ,e o "o
~

(5)
t

' The perturbed reactor = af ter the radial expansion has a multiplication factor !
.

. oft *

27-B 3'k = k ,e (6)
'

Note that k. remains unchanged due to. the radial expansion because the,

radial expansion af fects primarily the' atom density N which appears in both
the numerator and~ denominator of k. as seen in Eq. (2). The effect of the j
radial expansion on k. thus cancels out. It should be mentioned that the |
radial expansion also effects the neutron soectrum and hence the microscopic

,

cross: sections in Eq. (2). This is, however, a secondary ef fect and neglected ''

in the present model.
,

22 2 2* l - *(B g -B g) -

o
pg k (7) I

=

|, One clear observation is that radial axpansion reactivity is always negative2 2 2 2since B g 433 if the core is expanded due to thermal expansion and i
9 9

assembly bowing.
|

,
. The definition of the atom density is important to the present model, it

'

! .. is defined as: i
1"

|- M

| N=N ( ) (8)A

!
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'

where NA is' the' Avogadro's number (6.023 x 1023), A is the atcmic weight of,

is the total mass of the reactor.the material composition in the core, Ma :

core,' and V is the volume of.the core (
,

V=s[2y (9)
. .

-t
Substituting Eq. (8) into Eq. (3) we obtain an. expression for the migra- ,

2tion area M ,. ;
.

2

M ., 3 "tr 'a [_ A ) V2 (10)2 1

!Aa

We now define a as the linear thermal expansion coefficient, ATR as the |
. temperature change in core material in the radial direction, and ATg as that ,

'in the axialLdirection. Using these. parameters, we can specify the core
radius and height under the altered temperature conditions! j.

'E = k, (1 + aAT (II)
R

='E, (1 + aaT,) (12)
'

By substituting Eqs. (11) and'(12) into Eq. (9) wc obtain an expression
for.the altered core volume V:

V= n [2 (g + 37 } o (1 + aAT,), (13)
9 R

-

which is thenL substituted into Eq. (10) to get:

2=CE4f2 (1 + .37 (I * "O (IO) IM '
,. 9 R z

where

* ^ I
C= (15)

M,2 N{o o,3

1

*Here we'have assumed that the core mass M remains constant. This is a gooda
assumption because, as temperature increases, the density decreases and the i

volume increases so that the mass tends to stay constant. ' ' .;

The expressions in Eqs. (4) and (14) are multiplied to obtain an expres-
sion.for B g2:2

Bg2 2 = C (1 + aAT ( + aAT '

R z
<

$ E...
0

[R)2}
2 22

'*{wR'' (-J)2 + 5.784 R H , (16)
O H 0 0

,

From Eqs. (11) and (12):

-9- [
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' !

'

, '

j> .-
, ,

'd'Q :|
'

'

,

2 , , -,

[ .( )2..(g'.+aAT>

,

R"
' o' ,

'

'l'
..

.

" i'!
'

(H)2..(3+aAT)2 (18)| |,' e
.

8
. o,

, ,
., .

-

'.f < Then:Eqs. (17) and'(18) are. substituted into Eqs. (16) to obtaint
|4

M 'B g = Cj2(1.+ aAT22 ''

R o( + "A +*
R

+5.784s2(1+aAT,)2} (39)
'

,
s -

T 2
. The_ expression for B g2 provided in Eq.'(19) is for expansion in bothLthe-

L radial and axial' directions. To evaluate the contribution due',to radial
expansion,~weLset the axial. expansion tern:, AT , to zero leaving:, >

z
p.

Bg2 2 = C[2(1 + aAT * ( + "A (
.

*R R o.

- From Eq.~ (20), we can also identify B 322
'

by setting ATR to zeros-, ,

p.;

.B32 2 - Ci2; {,2g2+5.78462}- (21)'
io
'

o o' ,o o o

Thus, by| subtracting Eq. (21) from Eq. (20) we find the exponent in Eq. (7):
2 2 22 2B g .- B M . Ck"w {(1 + a6T )"-1} +. i

f; oo o R.

e

+ C[2 5.784 Q2,{(1+aAT}R ( }
~

- Substituting Eq.~(22) into Eq. (7) yields an-analytical expression'for the'.

- radial expansion reactivity worths

I I(UGU }1-e 1 R 2 R '(23)
p =

RX

where
24C =vg C

'

1 o (24)

[ C = 5.784 R2 g2C
2 (25)

>3',

and

{ "a" ^"A}2 (26)
1C = (1/3)

tr"a

, In the present model, it is essential to obtain the core average parrn-
;-

' " *

b s .



t'av ,

W a

W g ,

p 'g .6
7 |

'

, , ,

C Nt'ers:in Eq. (26).- To this'end, one must consider all the material composi-~ ,

1
P ions' in , the core. - The PRISM core consists of the fuel (U-26 w/o Pu-10 w/o -t-

Zr),.the structure (HT-9), the coolant (Na), the radial shields (HT-9) and the ,

y' U ntrolassemblies'-(B 0) as shown in Figure 3. The SAFR core is comprised of '',

'* 4 ^

;the fuel-(U-26Lw/o Pu-10% Zr), the atructure (HT-9), the' coolant ~(Na), the
stainless _ steel radial shields, the B,C radial shields, and the control

.0:semblies'(BgC).as shown in Figure 4.
. .

'

,L The corefaverage atomic weight-is..obtained from the' atomic weight of'
*

. .; - ?various-materials via mass weighting:
-

;
, , ,

1, P Y A_nnn-
" (27)A= [r p+ nn
n

;where pn is the density of material'n, V is the volume occupied by'the.'

n
F .taterial n, and An~is'the atomic weight'of material n which is computed from

the atomic weights or. isotopes in material n.

The'one-group microscopic cross sections,-otr and o , of variousa
isotopes are obtained from [Wirtz, 1978). The core average'otr and ca are

' defined in terms of those of'the material compositions in the core
o ,

.[ .4 V on n.j,n
o,= ; j = tr,a (28)"

j -[.e Vn n.
9

fwhere e is the average neutron flux in the material n."

n
,

The core mass is computed from the volumes occupied by various materials
in the core as follows:

M =1pV (29)
a .n nn

is given by:where tt.e mateiial. volume Vn

_-V= NW Y (30)'

n g 1,n hex
i

.

Here i is the assembly type (e.g. driver fuel, internal and radial blankets,
cnd' radial shieles). Ni is the number of assembly type 1, VF ,n is the1 ,

is the volume of a ;volume fraction of material n in assembly 1, and Vhex
!hexagonal assembly:

V = 0.86602 b H (31)2
!hex
!

with b being the flat-to-flat length of the hexagonal assembly.

L

t

!
1
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,

'

. ,, ) ,' j

( j The material densities used are obtained from [Hofman, 1985]:
i.t .. ,,

,

p =7.75*(1.00634834-1.285972x10-ST -

L A '

t HT9
-3.144763x10-B 2+1.06236x10-1I 3T) (32)- iT

..

b
pfuel= 16.06509-8.12202x10-4 -1.01005x10-7T (33) )T 2

,

o
!

,

L. a
h p = 1.Oll8-0.22054x10-3 -1.9226x10-8 2 >T T' NaI 3+5.637x10-12T '(34). *

[. : %
[ where the density is l'n unit of g/cc and T in 'K. '

h The thermal expansion in the core is considered to be due primarily to
the structure material (HT-9). The linear' expansion coefficient of HT-9 is

7given by'[Hofman, 1985]: ;

a = 10-6*(4.286596+0.0?09651T-1.0624x10-5 2)T
y

'for 293*K < T < 650'K~
;i ~ ~

v ,

= 14.587x10-6 for T )_ 650*K' (35)

where a is in'K-I and'T in *K. -

.

The simple analytical model described above was used to evaluate the ',
-

radial expansion reactivity for both PRISM and SAFR. The cylindrical cores of
PRISM'and SAFR are comprised of hexagonal fuel assemblies as shown in Figure 3
for PRISM and Figure 4 for SAFR,.respectively. The structural material used>

.

in both PRISM and SAFR is HT-9 alloy. The temperature dependence of the ther-
mal expansion coefficient and density were taken into account as shown in .

Eqs. (32) through (35).
r

The results of calculations using the present analytical model are pre- i
sented in Figure 5. It is seen that the radial expansion-reactivity exhibits *

a fairly linear behavior. The data shown in Figure 5 were least-square fitted
with a linear regression analysis. The slopes of these fitted curves are i
summarized below along with the values reported by vendors ' <

PRISM (S/cm) SAFR ($/cm)

This work -2.368 -1.706
GE -2.294 i

RI -1.630
:

j The agreement is quite good (+3% for PRISM and +5% for SAFR).
W
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3. TRANSIENT H0DELS

,

*wo different codes were used in this analysis for complimentary pur-
poses. SSC [ Guppy, 1983) was developed at BNL, for analyzing LMR transients.

..
SSC models core regions in detail, as well as the primary system, the IHX, in-

' termediate loop, steam generator, and the major components of the ternary
loop. However, there are features of the primary flow circuit that can not be
represented accurately by the current version of the SSC, so we use the MINET
Code [ Van Tuyle, 1984] for that part of the analysis, t

*

3.1 SSC Modeling

The basic representation indicated in Figure 6 was used for both PRISH
and SAFR. The head curves for both pump types are modeled in SSC using a
table lookup. The core was represented using seven channels: fLe1 (or
driver), internal blanket, radial blanket, control assembly, shield assem-'

blies, hot driver, and hot internal blanket. Each channel has two axial nodes
below the fuel, six axial nodes in the fuel region and four nodes to represent
the upper gas plenum.

Reactivity Feedbacks

As the temperature increases during an event, the negative feedbacks from
the radial expansion, grid plate expansion, axial expansion, Doppler, and con-
trol rod driveline expansion are activated, and these generate a net negative
reactivity for the core. These feedbacks respond according to their associat-
ed time constants, to overcome the positive reactivity from the sodium density
effect and any external source. Because of the small Doppler feedback in
metal fuel, and the correspondingly small temperature defect, the drop in
power can be quite'large. With the smaller Doppler feedback, the metal fuel
cores could be vulnerable to reactivity insertion events. However, inserted
rod worth .is minimized by a near zero reactivity swing, so the potential rea:-
tivity additions from rod withdrawal are quite small. Each of the important7

reactivity feedbacks are discussed below.

Doppler

Doppler feedback is generally the fastest acting feedback mechanism since
it is almost instantly affectea by core power level. Doppler removes reacti-
vity from the system as the temperature rises and can thus help limit the ex-
tent of power increases. As the fuel temperature drops with a powet reduc-
tion, Dcppler adds reactivity and tends to limit the power decrease.

Each of the six axial levels in the bSC fuel representation was given
equal weight and was referenced to the cold shutdown temperature. The Doppler
coefficient is given in the form of:

ffa=T

which lead to the reactivity equation for the Doppler as:

-17-

_ _ _-_ --__ -__ _ _ _ _ -_ - ___ _



_ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

,

I

|

|

> ToTurbine

i y s

Primary ,Y S Steam
Pump y Generator

J Hot Pool IHX
'

( >
1 - 11lil V p'i' y CJ

r 3 < Feedwater

TT TT T ColdV Inlet Plenum Pool

4 ( J

Figure 6 SSC Schematic of SAFR (and PRISM)

4

. = - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - m + ,v- . r - - _ _ - _ _ _ _ . . . . , . _ _ . -
-

-



p

b

.

L 3 6 T

R "i 'A"(T )~P ( 6)
.'f O (* *

Ro
i=1 j=1 Ref

(

Multiplication facturK =

ai Node Waighted Doppler Coef ficient=

Average 73 de Fuel TemperatureT =

AV
efe ence Fuel Temperature

.
T =

Ref
6 Axial Levels in the Fuel Channelj =

i= 3 Different Fuel Channels (i.e., driver, internal blanket, and

radial blanket)
p Steady-State Reference Value for Doppler keactivity=

Ro
;

where the standard definition of neutronic reactivity is defined ast
,

K-1
P" g

- By definition, the reactivities are referenced to zero at t=0.0s.

Fuel Thermal Expansion

The fuel thermal expansion is a relatively fast acting feedback mecha- 1

nism. The radial fuel slug thermal expansion is accommodated within the pin
and does not affect the core reactivity significantly. Axial fuel expansion '

increasee the core height ao temperatures rise, and changes the reactivity of ,

' the system by increasing the neutron leakage. The result is a rapid. negative
feedback contribution from an increase in fuel temperature, or a rapid posi-
tive feedback in response to a decrease in fuel temperature.

The ternary U-Pu-Zr fuel swells out to contact the cladding (HT9) mate-
rial around 2-3% atom burnup. After the fuel-clad " lockup"o'ecurs, the fuel
thermally expands according to the thermal expansion of the clad material.
This is because the strength of metal fuel is very limited, and thus its ex-
pansion is dominated by the clad expansion. Experiments have shown that a 4%
axial elongation is possible in the 1.9 to 5.3 % buraup range. More experi-
ments are scheduled to be run in the future.

All analyses performed using SSC assumed that the fuel is in contact with
the HT9 clad. This ic the.most likely state for the equilibrium core since
only 25% of the enre will be reloaded at each refueling, and the fuel is in an
unlocked state only briefly. The fuel elongations in SSC calculations were
calculated by using an average strain, weighted with Young's modulue:

.

*f f ^f + "c ^
c c c'~*

| Y Ag+Y Ag

'

|

I where
|

-

|

|
|

|

-19-
l '



WW i'p j<
,

}g _ ,>

' 'j.
>

,

c = atrain (Ai/1) ,I
Y = Young's Modulus

. . A = Nominal cross sectional-srea
a c . subscript .c = cla'd

,

q- f = fuel. '

"s'' u .

u
The PRISM evaluation was perforned using Eq. (36), interpolating between ;

>

its initial fuel length and its elongated length at any given time. Each i

region was power weighted. The SAFR feedback was evaluated'by using the' form:

3 6

D (' "i E ~b ~E ( }
"

A lj oj Ao
'

i=1 j=1

axia expansion feedbackp =
A i

Lgg new elongated length=

I .g , initial length at cold conditions= '

steady-state value of feedbackp =
Ao

u.

#
aj fuel axial exoansion reactivity

_

=~

coefficient for channel i ;
i' reactivity contribution f rom driver, internal-and radial=

blanket ;,

j segments in the fuel I=

s

'TheseLtwo different, methods to calculate the reactivity f eedback, (i.e. , Eq.
(36).versus'.Eq. (37)) are needed to accommodate the differences in the way *

. eech' designer supplied his reactivity coef ficients.
.

Sodium Density Feedback
.,

Thermal expansion of the sodium is the only significant positive reacti-
vity feedback. The thermal expansion results in fewer sodium atoms within and
surrounding the. core. The reduced density surrounding the core results in
fewer neutrons being scattered back into the core, and produces a small nega-
tive feedback effect by . increasing the leakage around the periphery However,
the dominant effect is to reduce the collisions between neutrons and sodium
atoms, which hardens the neutron energy spectrum and yields a netipositive !
reactivity feedback effect.

The feedback formulation was of the same form as Eq. (36) for both PRISM
and SAFR. The reference density was at the refueling temperature. Each node f
was given equal weighting.

Control Rod Drive Line and Vessel Thermal Expansion
,. -

Both of the advanced designs have taken advantage of the thermal expan-
sion of the control rod drive line. The worth of this expansion is highly de-
pendent upon the initial position of the primary control rods. The current..

PRISM design includes a stop for the primary control rods at the 10% insertion
|V point. The SAFR design allows the control rods to be completely removed.

|
k r

| .'
E

|. -20-
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'Both designs:also have control rod drive lines made of SS316, since the-
. corresponding. thermal expansion coefficient is 30% greater than that of HT9. :
The SAFR design utilizes a flow collector below its Upper Internal Structure !

,

(UIS) to direct hot channel sodium flow across the drive lines. PRISM has the .

U1S designed such that the drive lines are positioned outside the structure
where they are exposed to the mixed sodium temperature exiting the core.

The thermal expansion of the reactor vessel ultimately limits the amount~

of negative reactivity inserted by the control rod.driveline. The reactor
vessel is cantilevered from the top and expands down and slowly withdraws the
control rods from the core. Fortunately the time constant for the reactor
vessel ~1s'about 700s, while the control rod drive line expansion time constant
fis around 28s. Thus, the initial response to increased sodium outlet tempera- '

tures is a negative feedback, while the long term effect could end up being
positive.-

Control rod and. vessel expansion are calculated.in SSC using single node ;

temperatures for the vessel and control rod drive line masses.. The total
'

elongated length is calculated by' subtracting the vessel expansion from the
control rod drive line expansion to determine the net' control rod' expansion
.bnto the core. No credit was taken for the fact that the fuel is also expand-

ing axially into the control rods. Finally,.It should be mentioned that, in
SSC, the flow collector for the control rod drive line in SAFR was assumed to
collect 86% of its flow.from neighboring driver assemblies and only 14% from ,

the control assembly. The worth of the expansion was determined by using a
form of Eq. (37).

,

\. Radial Dilation

The' radial expansion of the core is a result of thermal expansion, as
'

well as the design of the core and restraint system. The core assemblies are ;

restrained at'three locations: the inlet nczzle, the above core load pad i
"

(ACLP), and the top of the core load pads (TLP).. These locations are shown in
Figure 7. The TLPs are restrained at the core edge by the core former ring.
The ACLPs are not restrained at the core edge. The inlet nozzles are inserted
into the inlet modules which are fixed by the inlet grid plate. This re-

straint system is called the " limited free bow" design.

The radial power profile across the core results in a decreasing tempera-
ture gradient from center to periphery. The side of the assembly duct facing

.the core center is hotter than the side away from the core center, so that the e

differential thermal expansion of the duct tends to cause the assembly to take
a shape that is convex to the core center line, as shown in Figure 7. The in- i

teraction between adjacent assemblies and core restraint system forces the
core to deflect outward and reduces the neutronic efficiency of the core.
This is because the assembly tries to " flower" outward but is constrained by
the top load pads and top former ring to maintain its radial position at the
top of the assembly. Core compaction would then result in the region of the
active core if it were not for the above core load pads, which stop the inward
movement at their elevation. The movement caused by the rigid ACLP produces a
reverse deflection on the assembly, which results in outward bowing in the ac-
tive core region as the temperatures are increased and, therefote. a negative

I
|

|
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bowing reactivity feedback. In addition there is cn ovsrall cxp nsicn et th2
The duct region is thinACLP plane due to the ineceased core temperatures.'

and has a small heat capacity, causing the bowing feedback efftet to respond
within a few seconds. The ef fect of this growth in volume and outer surf ace
area of the core is to increase the loss of neutrons from the core region

,

through the surface area. This causes a reduction in core reactivity.

The reactivity of the system is also reduced by the thermal expansioc of
An increase in temperature causes a reduction in reactivity becausethe core.

of the increase in neutron leakage (larger total mean free path) from the
changes in core density and surface area. This results f rom changes in the
coolant, fuel, and duct wall temperatures.

In the SSC calculation, no credit was given for the thermal bowing of the
assemblies. It is noted that its ef fect may reduce the risk associated with

However, the total worth of the (limited-several severe accident sequences.
free) bowing carries significant uncertainties. Bowing should add negative
reactivity to the system. At this time, it doesn't appear that bowiag can in-reviewed tosert any positive reactivity during any portion of the accident
date. Hence, neglecting it is a conservative assumption.

SSC tracks the radial expansion of the core from thermal expansion only.
the above coreThis is accomplished by tracking the structure temperatures at

load pads (just above the fueled area) and at the grid plate. Each assembly
that passes through a slice in the cort is monitored. At every time step a
new radius at the above core load pads is calculated and compared to its
steady-state value. Either Eq. (36) or Eq. (37) is used to find the reacti-
vity feedback, consistent with the type of coefficient cupplied.

Tha coefficients supplied for radial expansion were calculated using a
uniform *ecrease over the core radius. However, the above core load pad
(ACLP) responds to the core exit sodium temperature while the grid plate re-

This causes non-uniform expansions, andsponds to tre core inlet temperature.
the worth of each component must be weighed. From geometrical considerations,
the split for PRISM is 65% from ACLP and 35% from grid plate. In SAFR, the

split is 70% ACLP and 30% grid plate.

3.2 MINET hodeting

| The MINET code [ Van Tuyle, 1984] was used to perform the thermal hy-
draulic evaluations that involve significant re-distribution in sodium flow
within the core inlet network. The approximate configuration of the compo-
nents within the reactor vessel can be inferred from Figure 8, which is a

Hotschematic drawing of the current MINET representation of both systems.
sodium flow exits the core and passes into the hot pool. Hot primary sodium
transfers heat into the intermediate loop sodium while flowing down through
the intermediate heat exchangers (IHXs) into the cold pool. The pumps draw
sodium from the cold pool and drive it throagh two headers and eight pipes in-
to the inlet plenum and into the core. There ace no valves in the primary
system and all valves shown in Figure 8 are solely for simulating postulated
breaks and associated flow paths. (There are additional features in the MINET
representation for simulating the emergency cooling system overflow, as well
as leaks into and out of the containment vessel.)
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4. PRISH UNSCRAMMED EVENTS

'

The transient responses of the PRISM reactor system to various unscrammed
cvents were evaluated using SSC and, to a lesser degree, MINET. In nearly

the BNL calculational results were very similar to those submittedcvery case,
by CE.

Six unscrammed events are covered in this section. The first three,
i.e., the loss of heat sink (LOHS), the transient-over power (TOP), and the
loss of flow (LOF), are the more likely events and form the basic BDBE events
(design basis events without scram). Three less likely events were also
cnalyzed, including a combined T0P/LOF, an unscrammed pipe break (one of
eight) event, and an unscrammed LOF missing one pump coastdown. g

4.1 Loss of Heat Sink (LOHS) BDBE

This event is initiated by a sudden stoppage of the immediate loop flow.
Physically this would be equivalent to the intermediate loop sodium being
dumped into the IHTS dump tank during a sodium / water reaction event, with the'

reactor system failing to scram.

The power history, along with the core flow, as predicted by SSC is shown
in Figure 9. The power remains level for about 30 s before the increased tem-
peratures reach the core and trigger the feedbacks. The increase in tempera-
ture at the inlet plenum causes grid expansion (which has the highest negative
worth) and sodium density reduction, as. indicated in Figure 10. The figure

shows that the negative feedbacks outpace the positive ones and decrease the
powe to 9% by 350 s. The total reactivity settles in at -15 cents, which
forces the power down until it reaches decay heat levels. The radial expan-

sion term includes both the ACLP and grid plate dilation and is the dominate
mitigating feedback.

The GE results are similar, but predict a faster power drop since their
total reactivity was more negative than that calculated using SSC. Some of
the difference comes from the axial fuel expansion, where GE assumes the fuel
is not bound to the cladding. The control rod drive line also showed a maxi-
mum value of -10 cents during the event before the vessel expansion began
pulling the rods outward. The SSC results showed no control rod drive line
negative feedback and a positive effect when the vessel elongates. However,
the grid plate expansion inserts enough negative reactivity to override these
lesser differences, and causes the two simulations to produce similar results.

The peak temperatures predicted during this event had large safety mar-
gins. In Figure 11 the maximum sodium temperature from the average driver and
the hot driver are plotted against the sodium saturation temperature. The

margin-to boiling was found to be 470 K (846*F), which was close to the 484 K
(872*F) found in the GE calculation. As seen in Figure 12, the peak fuel cen-
ter line temperature in the hot driver was 1004 K (1348'F), which is close to
the 1025 K (1385*F) determined by GE. The margin to fuel melting was 362 K
(652*F). No clad damage is expected from the low temperatures estimated to
occur during this event.

-25-

. _ _ . _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



-

, -,
r

,

I'. l i

4

O **
_ .. . O*

Am
emaw

@
. n .an 3

$. '

w~ O
$S -N $o O ;

n mCL U W '

|| || - o
e o "o -

~d
R

i.
,, -

,.

w
O G

,

obg m -

W
O >

W f
S to

-8- =
aa @

,,-

,
O

O,E h.
-

-d I"" % -;a
w
o
u .

o 8_O -
U Uj' is u

, *
1-
1, %

o
I w

Q A
t -O
|- 80 8' o in

|. s
1- O

d 8T
in D

g
M
4

II O
d

6 4 4 4

y Q 9 8 T N 9o O O O O"

eApele8

-26-

. - _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ - . ._. ._. - -. .



_

,

.

,_

_
_,

.

_

_

_
._

_
_

_
_.

_

=,.
gI0
iI

0 gI -

:1 6 ,I

1 g(. 3
_

_

0_

0
2
3

-
-

r
e C0 Sl
p
p s0 S
o 8
D : 2 m

o
y r
t f
i
s p
n x 0 S
e p E 0 H
D x l 4 Oa

.

E a l 2 L
.

m t a U
. u l o i

d i
. di a r

a r
_ o x R o -

_ f
.

_
S A 0

0 sp s0 )s kx 2( cE :
a

d e b ,o
m dR e

0. i_ e0T F
.

l
o ,

r s6
t 1 y
n to iC v

i
0 t

s0 c
2 a
1 e; R

--
0

-
10

,0 e
8 r

u
g
i
F

0
0
4

0F

- 0
i --- -

0 0 0 O 0
1

3 2 1
-

_

_

_ G v sNE_

_

_

_

_

-
-

_
.

_

_

_
_

_
_

_

iOI



,

m . ,

L !
> 1 i,.

e

C
'

-

.

r

r ,

! !

l
i

e

La I
L- O -=

'

- an umO --m

' e i.-
s M mW Im- 1w o -;> v)

E- O m
O C O *

o .. na b M 3=>0'Oo e
- OIO ws

11 11 11 . EO
a + o _d B ;= .eN.

u
C

*
tQ

9 0
*O o ;
e U 0 -

N k
hD
c.4 u i-

.c n
E W t9 0 W i

O m4ma
N,o m, 4g0 - a

uO W C
E >0

0 **
_ d b- $$ '

e u" U U
l

m
9 0

.. O to .=

n U g" i
tC O
C3 U
W
W 'O

i O > 0

f .d 4W

3, k,*
o, o

0 0
4U

O
d [vo .

0
W ,

D
CC1) <

O *

d6 . . . , ,

9 9 9 9 9 C O OO O O O O 6 6 6m O O O m o eD $ Q O 6 w N

(N) e;nteJedu;al

|

I

|
.

-28-



p

O .

0 =3
8 .= 3n-

Ied
c c M
O D O m'

o O
DEW . d s

% w
.2 c 4o o E- 8-

Ouo s *

oET3E
If2ce 8 g

. *
@11 11 11 11 n ; a

@
D 4 + X U

O
6 x
N ~

u
"

O
d C

,, . 0 $- a'
0

-
WO -
$

~ s -

!

tu
W

k
_O @

$
o. .

O
d Qw a

N

N
~O

6 o
T w

, .

p
00
w
4

O O
O

, . . . .

O O O O O O O.

O O O O O o O
m m > Q

Q p Q

bi) eJnieJedwe.1,

I
|
|

|

-29-

|



WC ~
h ' '

,

O.

I
i

4.2 Reactivity insertion (TOP) BDBE Analysis Using SSC7

t. A spurious signal is assumed to cause all. six cor.6rol rods to be with-
|? drawn from the core, giving a reactivity insertion of 2 cents per second to a; total of 35 cents. The rods are assumed to initially be positioned 'at aboutl' 8.5 inches inserted and are withdrawn to the lock-out position of 4' inchesF

f rom the top of the fuel region. By forcing the control' rods to be locked no
further than'4 inches from the top of the fuel, the. dead band' region of thes

g scram curve is removed.

.The relative power curve predicted by SSC is shown in Figure 13.r

It|

| reaches a maximum of 185% of rated by 60 s and drops to 161% by 350 s. The
core flow stays constant. The added reactivity increases the reactor's powerp level and temperatures, which in turn activates the inherent feedbacks. As( shown in' Figure 14, the total reactivity reaches a maximum of 15 cents, with
the reactivity ' insertion countered primarily by the Doppler and radial expan-

! .sion feedbacks. ,These results are somewhat different from the GE ARIES're-'

'sults which predicted a peak power of 195% and a drop to 135% by 200 s. While
both codes predicted the sodium density to add +15 cents, the Doppler feedback
to insert about -17 cents, and the axial feedback' to add about -7. cents, a big

;

' dif ference in the control. rod drive line expansion was noted.,

The GE ARIES
results showed the control rods being worth -20 cents by 120 s, while the SSC
results showed only about ~2 cents before the vessel expansion began withdraw-
ing the. rods. However, the overall results were similar.because the radial
expansion feedback was dominant, and the codes were generally la agreement on
the dominant feedbacks.

The peak fuel and exit assembly sodium temperature had large margins to
their respective safety limits. The peak sodium temperatures in the hot
driver and average driver are shown in Figure 15. The closest approach to !boiling occurs in the hot driver during the first 20 seconds, and is estimated

{to be 379 K (683*F). This is slightly less than the ARIES prediction of 409 K t

(737'F) . for the margin to boiling. The maximum fuel centerline temperature is
shown in Figure 16, and was found to be 1225 K (1746*F), which is below the
1283 K (1850*F) calculated by CE. No clad damage was indicated in eithersimulation.

4.3 SSC Analysis of PRISM LOF
i

The power supplied to the primary and secondary pumps was assumed lost attime zaro. The loss of flow circulation was assumed to cause a stoppage in ,

;heat removal through the intermediate loop (needed for both SGS and ACS).
only the RVACS was assumed available to reject heat. ;

1

iThe power history predicted by SSC is shown in Figure 17 The flow coast !

down corresponds to the data supplied in the PSID. The power drops along with
], the' flow to about 10% of rated by 350s, which is about the same as the GE

| ARIES prediction (Figure E.6-la, Appendix F). In Figure 18 the reactivity f
3

feedbacks are plotted. The total feedback becomes negative within a few
i- seconds and causes the reduction in power. The total reactivity predicted by'

SSC was similar to that estimated by GE, except for the sodium and the control
rod drive line feedbacks. The sodium density feedback was predicted by SSC to
have an average of about 20 cents during the first 350s, while the ARIES esti- '

l'
1
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,

nation was 25 cents. Control rod expansion contributed only shout -1 cent be-
fore turning positive in the SSC calculation, while the GE ARIES cooe predic-
ted it to achieve a value of about -10 cents by 200s and not to turn positive
until 700s. (It should be noted that the increasing sodium density feedback
in the latter part of Figure 18 reflects fluid transport delays in the sodium

j pools. Thus, the changing feedback reflects the higher powers and tempera-
tures from eariter in the transient. A caref ul review of the. simulated FRISH
reactor system conditions at 360 seconds indicates that the reactor inlet,

Moiium temperatures are about to flatten out, and that the sodium density
fee?back in Figure 18 should reach a plateau within the next 20 to 30
seconds.)

The estimated peak temperatures were not high enot gh to be challenging
during this event. In Figure 19, the peak assembly ex!.t sodium temperature is
presented, along with the associated saturation temperature. .The values ob-
tained were 1060 K (1449'F) for the peak and 946 K (1243'F) for the average
driver asssably. The margin to sodiua boiling was predicted by SSC to be 190 i

iK (342*F), which is slightly less than the 217 K (391'F) calculated by ARIES.
The peak fuel centerline temperature is shown in Figure 20, along with the |
fuel temperature distribution. The peak node temperature was found to be 1125 :
K (1565'F). Thus, the margin to fuel melting was 241 K (434'F). Thu ARIES
predicted margin was 250 K (450'F). SSC calculated the peak clad temperature
to be about 1000 K (1341'F), for only a few seconds. Thus, no significant ,

fuel-clad interaction would occur. |
t

Transient over Power with a Loss of Flow and LOHS Event
*

t

The TOP /LOF/LOHS transient is initiated by the withdrawal of all six con-
trol rods from their maximum position worth of 35 cents, with a ramp rate of 2 f

cents per second. Simultaneously, the pumps are assumed to trip and begin
coasting down, and the heat rejection to the IHX is assumed lost, i

i

The SSC results for this event are shown in Figures 21 through 24. The [
power (Figure 21) is shown initially to increase, since the combination of the ;

added reactivity from the rod withdrawal and the sodium density feedback in- !

!
creases the power. The increase in reactor power and sodium temperaturs (from
the drop in coolant f5ow in the core) activates the other feedbacks. Figure '

'

22 shows that the 35 cents f rom the control rods and the 30 cents f rom the
sodium density effe are ef fectively negated by the Doppler, axial expansion,
nnd tadial expansion feedbacks by 20 s into the event. The elevated tempera-
tures result in the feedbacks producing a net negative value after 20 s, -

which reduces che power to 26% by 350 s and continues to reduce the power ,

thereafter.

Tne peak temperatures during this event are very high, but they do remain
below the critical values, at least over the short term. The margin to sodium ,

boiling is shown in Figure 23. The hot driver has a margin of 33 K (59'F) !

while the averaga drive margin is 177 K (319'F). This indicates than even if |

the peak assembly did boil, the rest of the driver assemblies would be avail- ,

*

able to counteract the positive insertion. (Initiation of boiling would occur

at the exit of the assembly and would produce rn initially negative feedback
because of the large increase in neutronic leahage. If time and circumstances ;

. allowed it to propagate down into the channel, the effect could become
positive.) The margin to fuel melting is shown in Figure 24 to be 111 K

'
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(200'F). From this figure (deduced by interpolating between # fec1 outJr i$,

boundary node temperature and the fuel c2nd midwall temperature in Pigere 24) .

! it is also apparent that fuel-clod interactions would occur and that the ;

i eutectic w>uld begin penetrating the clad. The peak fuel clad temperaturs was
,

found to be about !!!6 K (1*49'F), at which level penetration through 10 mfis 'i

would take .9 hours (3300 m). By 350 o, the fuel-clad interface temperature,

i' reaches 1045 K (1422'F) which has a corresponding penetration rate of 2.1
,

hours for 10 mils. The definition of clad " penetration" is the wastage of 10 '

mils, although the clad thickness is actually 22 mils. For this event, the
reactor would have to be scrammed within 2 hours or the clad integrity would,

! be lost. As seen in Figure 25, the transient also causes the core average
outlet temperature to pass the ASME code limit D, since the temperature reach- !<

es 1050 K (1431*F) and levels of. near 1029 K (13?3*F). However, the average
upper plenum temperature stays below the service limit 0 (i.e. 922 K/1200'F)
since the average temperature has only just rsached 845 K (1062'F) at the IHK

f. inlet, as shown in Figure 26.

! ,

in surmary, SSC was used to analyze a 35 cents T0P/LOF/LOHS event on the
PRISM reactor and has shown that PRISM could survive for 2 hours befere clad
penetration in the ho; channels would occur. The ASME service limit D would I

be reached since the core exit temperature goes to 1050 K (1431*F) and the ,

limit is 978 K (1300'F). Hovever, the operator has been given considerable
time to respond since he has two hours to enact a scram before the first boun- !

dary layer is lost (i.e., the clad). While this transient is obviously a
severe challenge to PRISH, it is believed to be exceedingly unlikely and
should be considered a worst-case or a bounding event.

4.5 Unscrammed Pipe Break in PRISM

While the tripping and coasting down of the PRISM pumps is the most like-
ly LOF, there are variations that could be more troublesome - if there is at

failure to scram. The reactor flow rates in cases where a pipe breaks or one,
two, three, or all four EM pumps stop instantaneously (" seize"), as calculated <

using MINET, are shown in Figure 27. In all cases except norcal coastdown, a I
rapid drep in flow is predicted, and the drop is severe for two or more pump i
" seizures". For the twn more likely events, i.e., the breakage of one pipe or !

the " seizure" of one pump, the drop in flow is about 50%. The pipe break, re-
sulting in 49% normal reactor flow, is more limiting that the pump " seizure"
r.sse (53%), so that event wcs analyzed using SSC.

Results of the SSC simulation of the PRISM unscrammed pipe break event
| are given in Figures 28-32. The relative reactor flow rate was specified t.o

be 49%, based on the MINET analysis. As shown in Figure 28, the reactor power
also droppe? quickly, but leveled out around 75% after a few minutes (the core

| temperature rise increased). The reason for the rapid change in power can be
| seen in Figure 29, where the reactivity feedbachs shift quickly, particularly

the sodium densit , the radial and axial expansion, and the Doppler. As a re-
sult, the corc outlet temperature increases sharply at first, but peak at
acceptable levels before ten seconds pass. Similar trends are shown in the
fuel and cladding temperatures.
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[4.6 PRISM Unserommed LOF Missing One Coastdown
;

Our effort to analyze this event involved two codes, SSC and MINET. We j

used MINET to estimate the reactor flow rate versus time, with pump behavior !

inferred from the normal coastdown event. Thus, we cut the voltage to one j
'

pump and " coasted" the voltage downward for the other three. The calculated
reactor coolant flow decreased somewhat faster than it did in the GE calcula- '

tion. This was traced to an assumption on GE's part that the flow conditions i

in the reactor do feed back to the synchronous machines via the impedance <

" sensed" by the EM pumps. Information received from GE thus far has not be |
sufficient to allow us to make a judgement regarding this behavior.

,

The second step in the analysis was to input the reactor coolant flow !

curve into SSC and calculate the resulting power transient. The GE flow
coastdown curve was utilized. Results of the SSC calculations are illustrated
in Figures 33 through 37. The SSC results for the (average) driver were very |
similar to GE's calculations, particularly with respect to peak temperatures. |

However, some localized sodium boiling was observed in the hot driver (pin)
channel - which includes peaking factors and 2-sigma uncertainties on geo- '
metric parameters. Thus, there appears to be little safety margin for this
. event. Further, if the coastdown curve we calculated using MINET is utilized, j
we would expect even higher temperatures. j

|
,
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.e 5. SAFR UNSCRAMMED EVENTS

The transient responses of the SAFR reactor system to various unscrammed ;

events were evaluated using SSC and, to a lesser degree, MINET. In nearly#

,

i' every case, the BNL calculated results were very similar to those submitted by
R1/ANL..

t

Five types of unscrammed events are covered in this section. The first I
1

:three, i.e., the loss of heat sink (LOHS), the transient-over-power'(Top), and
the loss of flow, are the more likely events and form the basic group of BDBE

"

events (design basis events without scram). Two less likely events were also

analyzed, including a combined T0P/LOF and an unscrammed pump seizure event.

5.1 'SAFR Loss of Heat Sink-(LOHS) I

( The feedwater pumps providing water to both of the two steam generators i

are assumed.to lose power, causing the steam generators to dry out in 20 s. '

~ Heat rejection is lost except for the.small amount that is leaving through the i

RVACS (about 2.5 MWt). The rest of the SAFR module continues to operate as
|normal.

The SSC predictions are shown in Figures 38 through 41. The power, as ;

shown in Figure 38, drops f rom rated conditions to about 6% by 400 s. In
'

' reactivity feedbacks are shown. The positive feedback from theFigure 39, 't-

sodium is' initially nullified by the negative feedback from the radial expan-
ston. .(This is expected since the heat rejection is lost at the steam genera- '

. tors allowing the heat to be dissipated throughout the system. 11aving such' a-

large thermal dump dampens out the thermal front.) By 40 s, the combined ;

effects wf all the negati9e feedbacks outweight the positive, and th,e net
negative response reduces the power. The radial expansion feedback is the f

*

. dominate feedback causing the power to transition to a lowr level.
.

From Figure 39 it can be seen that the control rod drive line feedback |
starts out a few cents negative. The time constant for this is 28 s. How- [

ever, the' reactor vessel also begins to thermally expand due to increased tem- i

peratures at a rate corresponding to its 750 s time constant. This withdraws i

the control assemblies somewhat from the core and causes a positive feedback. y

SSC predicts this to be worth +10 cents by 400 s. j

The peak temperatures for this event do not appear to challenge the sys- '

tem. Figure 40 shows the peak sodium temperature plotted against the satura-
tion temperature, and shows that the temperature increase during the event is i

small. The margin to boiling for this event is, on the average, 507 K [
(913'F). The resultant peak fuel temperature history during this event is ;

presented in Figure 41 where it is shown that fuel center line (as vell as the [
rest of the fuel slug) teduces its temperature as the power falls.

Th* SSC results for the LOHS do dif f er somewhat f rom those predicted by -

ANL. The reactivity trends are reasonably similar, but the SSC timing seems s

compressed when compared to theirs. The discrepancy has been tiaced to the
fact that the ANL model apparently utilizes a user-specified core inlet sodium ,

i
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h temperature (as a function of time), while the SSC version actually calcu.ated
it dynamically (it increases with time). The SSC version (which modeled the

'IHX., cold pool, and intermediate loops) predicted higher core inlet sodium
teisperatures which resulted in the power dropping faster. ANL predicted the '

L power to be about '19% at 800 s, while SSC calculated it to be 6% at 400 s. -

However, both codes predicted the same general outcome, which is that the '

power will transition to a lower level and will pose as no threat to the reac-
tor system.

5.2 SAFR Transient Over Power' Events

Dopr'.er feedback in a metal fuel LMR is significantly smaller than for an
oxide core. This is due to the fact that the metal core has a very hard spec-
trum, with few neutrons in the Doppler resonance region. This attribute works
in a f avorable manner for fuel loading (need less) and minimizing the tempera-
ture defect (makes it smaller), but during an event when the power increases,
the. Doppler isn't as effective in stopping the power rise. Thus, the design-
er must rely on other feedbacks to limit a power increase.

The SAFR TOP event is limited principally by the activation of the radial
expansion fbedback, although other negative feedbacks contribute. These feed-

^
back have time constants of a few seconds and lack the prompt response of Dop- *

pler. However, the metal fuel core also has a small TOP initiator because the
control rods worth is minimized. This is possible because the breeding ratio
is high eneugh to place the burnup swing near zero which allows the designer
to minimize-the rod worth. Only enough excess reactivity is added to the fuel
cycle to overcome the temperature defect and the expected bu nup swing.

'To analyze the response of the SAFR module to.the TOP, two different ini-
tiators were used. The following calculations esing SSC were performed to
independently verify.those performed by ANL.

20 Cent TOP'

The reactivity ramp rate for this event is .65 cents /s to a total 20

cents. The plant is assumed to continue operating as normal except for the
withdrawc1 of about three of the six primary control rods. (This quantity is
also suppose to correspond to worst case seismic-induced insertion.) The ramp
rate corresponds to a withdrawal speed of 0.2286 m/ min (9 in/ min). In the
SAFR module each control rod is operated individually, i.e., they are not
ganged together.

The results are shown in Figures 42 through 45. The power is shown in
Figure 42 to rise to 130% and to return to a quasi-static power level of 115%
by 160 s when criticality is re-established (see Figure 43). The ANL predic-
tion had the power peak at the came level; but the power then drifted down to
104%. ' te dif ference comes f rom the control rod drive line expansion feed-
back, where ANL shows it ' to initially go to -7 cents while the SSC predictions
goes to -4 cents and decreases from vessel expansion. The other feedbacks
match very closely with their counter parts in the ANL ca'.culations.

The sodium and peak fuel centerline temperature are comparable in both
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calculations. In Figure 44 the peak sodium temperature in' the core is shown +

h c to: reach a value of 870: K (1107'F) while the ANL results go to 872 K ;

f

L (1110'F). The msrgin to boiling is predicted by both codes to be about 470 K
(806'?). The peak fuel centerline temperature is chown in Figure 45 to be ;

1138'K (1589'F), which compares well with the 1111 K (1540'F) predicted by
ANL.' The margin to fuel melting (not including Zr migration effects) is 228 K

,

L -(411*F). All- margins are thus- predicted to be quite significant. ,

In: sumoar /, the SAFR module appears capable of withstanding a 20 cent TOP ,

indefinite 1 , since the elevated power and temperature don't pose a problem. ,1 Iit should be noted (see Figure 43) that the Doppler feedback inserted about -6
cents for this event while the radial expansion feedback supplied around a -15
cents by 300 s und is clearly the dominate negative feedback mechanism. This ;

v3 '
auggests that TOPS can be mitigated as long as the rate of reactivity inser-
tion is within the response time of the time constant for the radial feedback.

.

l
36 Cent TOP

The second SAFR TOP event is based on a ramp rate of 5 cents /s to a total i

of 36 cents. This amount of reactivity corresponds to the withdrawal of all
six of the primaty control rods at a rate of 1.02 m/ min (40 in/ min). Again, |

the rest of the-plant is assumed to function as normal.

The SSC results are shown in Figures 46 through 49. The power, as shown
in Figure 46, is predicteo to reach 156% of rated and slowly drif t back toward
rated conditions. These results closely match those of ANL, since their power
peaked'at 154% and was at 120% by 350 s. For the same times, SSC predicted
the power to be at 156% and 125%. The transient simulation was termincted at
350 a since the peak fuel and clad temperatures had already been passed, and
the power level was continuing to decrease. The reactivities plotted in
Figure 47 also match within a few cents with those predicted by ANL except for

*

the control rod drive expansion feedback.- The SSC predictione indicated that
| the reactor vessel was elongating and withdrawing the control rods from the

'

.

core while the ANL plots indicate no vessel expansion since their control cod
. feedback plot remained flat. This effect caused the different rates cf power '

reduction between the calculations. However, this effect is small, and both <

codes show the same trends.

Radial expansion is the dominate feedback. In Figure 47, the total reae-

tivity is the accumulation of all the components. The radial feedback is the
largest of the negative feedback effects, while the second largest is the
sodium density ef fect - which is the only major positive feedback. The Dop-
pler feedback only generated about -7 cents, while the radial expansion was
providing -25 cents by 350 s. Thus, the power history of the TOP is basically
controlled-by the response of the radial expansion feedback. *

'

The margins to sodium boiling and fuel melting were substantial in this
calculation. The peak sodium temperature in the core is shown in Figure 48,
where it is plotted against the saturation temperature. The results chow thtt
the temperature is about 895 K (1152'F) which gives a margin of 445 K
(bOl'F). Thc ANL peak sodium temperature prediction was 908 K (1175'F). The

peak fuel center line temperature was calculated to be 1221 K (1738'F) using
A
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' SSC, which is hf gher than the 1130 K' (1575'F) estimated by ANL. However,
neither code predicted that the fuel melting temperature of 1366 K (2000'F)
would be approached by closer than 145 K (261*F). The peak fuel-clad inter-
face temperature momentarily reached the eutectic threshold of 972 K (1290*F)
around 20 s, but it settled back to about 944 K (124G'F) and will continue to
decrease as the power descends. Consequently., no fuel damage is expected dur- ,

ing this event. :

5.3 SAFR Loss of Flow Event

The event is it d 'ed by an instantaneous loss of power to the primary,
intermediate loop and steam generatur pomps. No scram is assumed and the in- -

ertfally-controlled coastdown of-the primary pump is characterized by an ini-
J tial 6 second flow halving time. Around 135 s after the Incs of poser, the

. sodium coolant flow goes into natural circulation and the punp rotcr stops ro-
tating.

Key results are presented in Figures 50 through 52. In Figure 50, it is
shown that the power level drops off as the flow decreases. The fuel tempera- *

tures increase because of the reduced coolant flow in the core, activating the
Doppler and axial expansion feedbacks. The reduction of coolant flow in the
-core also causes the sodium temperatures to increase. This inserts positive
. reactivity because of the hardening of the neutrun spectrum. However, once
the sodium.begins to heat up, it disperses the heat throughout the system and-

activates the radial dilation at the ACLPe, which in turn activates the radial
expansion-feedback. In Figure 51 it is shown that the radial expansion feed-
back dominates, causing a reductirn inpower. By 140 s the power. level reaches
a quaistatic level at about 10% of rated power, where the reactivity feedbacks
are balanced and power remains steady. The peak channel sodium exit tempere-
ture ir shown in Pigure 52 to be 1020 K (1377'F) and has a 180 K (324*F) mar-
gin to boiling. The per.k fuel center line temperacure was found to be 1050 K
(1431'F) which gives a margin of 316 K (569'F) to the fuel melting point.
(The reductionin the solidus or fuel melting temperature is not considered
here siace the effect of Zirconium migration and its effect aere not simulat-
ed.)

. These results are quite similar to those predicted by ANL. The SSC pre-
diction for the peak coolant temperature was 1020 K (1377'F), while ANL calcu-
lated 1037 K (1407'F). The peak fuel cc aterline temperaccre was predicted by
SSC to be 1050 K (1431*F) while ANL calculated 1069 K (1465'F). The reactivity
feedbacks were predicted by both to reduce the power level to a much lower
level-and avoid damage to the fuel. Also, the margin to sodium boiling is
large in bo*h calculations.

The eventua. reault is that the reactor pawer level transitions to a much
lower level. However, the feedbacks which initially started out strongly

V negative ultimately re-established a criticc1 state after a few hundred
seconds. The feedbachs were able to reduce the power level significantly be-
cause the temperature defect in a metal fuel core is small, about $1.6.
Hence, the negative feedbacks were able to overcome the Doppler and decrease
the power, while maintaining the core at elevated temperatures. The results
indicate that the reactor could maintain this state for quite an extended
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period without danger. However, the plant must be scrammed to shut the fis-
' sion process down completely; furthermore, the operator doesn't have to make a

fast decision or take quick action to avoid damage to the core.

5.4 Combined TOP /LOF in SAFR
~

The 20 cent TOP with a ramp rate of 0.65 cents /s (9 inch / min or 13.72
m/s)'was rerun with a LOF added. The purpose of this simulation was to encom-
pass the reactivity insertion that could accompany a SGE. The 20 cents actu-
ally corresponds to the worth of three primary rods, and shuuld be conserva-
tice for the SSE since the reactivity insertion from assembly movement was
estimated by RI to be a maximum of 13 cents. The event is initiaeed by trip-
ping the pumps (with their associated reference coast downs, and ramping in
the reactivity).

The SSC results are shown in Figures 53 through 55. The power and flow
history are shown in Figure 53. The power increases a few percent and then
drops off. By 200 s, the power is down to 14%, and will continue to drop due
to the total reactivity. remaining negative, see Figure 54. The plot of the
reactivities demonstrate tnat the radial expansion feedback dominates the ini-
tial response of the coro and therefore drives the drop in power. The control
rod expansion and the radial expansion are the two most significant negative
feedbacks by the end of the 200; transient. The power is able to transition
to a lower level because the system average temperature increases (which acti-
vates the radial expansion, control rod drive line expansion, and axial expan-
sion for the negative feedbacks, while causing a positive response only from
the sodium density) generating a net negative feedback. The more dominant
Doppler phenomena in an oxide core would hinder or stop a power reduction be-
cause it has the potential to insert far more positive reactivity as the power
and temperatures fall. The problem doesn't exist in the metal core.

The safety margins for this event are significant. The peak sodium tem-
perature was found to be 1060 4 (1449'F), which leaves a 150 K (270'F) margin
to sodium boiling, see Figure 55. The peak fuel centerline temperature was
calculated to be below 1089 K (1500*F), which makes the raargin to fuel melting
greatet than 277 K (499'F). No clad damage would be expected from entecting
penetration. These are significant margins for such a severe event.

5.5 Pump Seizure without Scram

One of the two centrifugal pumps in the SAFR plant is assumed to seize
during full power operation. The ether pump continues to operate, and the
plant protection system fails to SCRAM. A pump seizure at full speed is con-
sidered to be a very unlikely event. The only known full speed seizure in the
U.S. was a pump in the Sodium Pump Test Facility (SPTF) at ETEC. All other
seizures have occurred during the coast down phase.

The MINET code was used to model the flow network around the core. The
most important aspect of thin analysis is the modeling associated with the be-
havior of the (1) operating, and (2) seized pumps. This ultimately determines
how much flow will continue through the core. The seizure causes a drop in
system impedence, and toe unfeiled pump will experience e large flow increase

>

I
-78-

,

_- m. . - . . _ _ _ . - - . _ - _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ . - - - - - _ . - _ _ . - _ . _ _ . . _ - - - - _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ - . - - - --- -__ - - -



.

.'- .
t. -

.

~

,
'

.

ls0
0 nu

- 0 y

w-.
_ 2 ga

o
r F 0~

l

e 0wr
.

ie 8
:

1ooPC.

w= = .

= 0 o
S.a o i0 F

6 d'

1 n
a

.

r
e

+ 0 w
0 o

-
i 4 P.

1 e
v.

i
-

t

0 a
l

,0 e,

2 R
1

:
) F

0. (s
O.

L~

/
,0 e P= __ O0 m T _.

1
U -i

T-

. t
n
e0 C -

,0 .

0 _8 2
.

R
F
A
S0
r- c ,0 o-

6 f

N
n _o _i
t

,0:: c _

i _0 _

_d4 e _r
P
C
S0 S

,0 _

2 3

._5

e
r _

.t u .0 g

.

." O i _.2 u F
- - - - -

._

.

2 0 8 6 4 2 0,
.

1 1 0 0 0 O 0

a _.
o2.E cm _

_
.-

_

1?
,

_

-

_.
: : ; ' || Il'lt | L



:,. .

9"

!
'

_

|
- -

.

t

; 20 -

!

- Sodium Density
10 - -

Doppler
..

-

0 H
Axial Exp

a < /
| U -10 Total

~

C

h Control Rod Exo |

E -20 - ;
'

_
;<

,

.

Radial Exp

-30 -

i 1

!

-40 -

8 av s a a a #

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 10 0.0 12 0.0 14 0.0 16 0.0 18 0.0 200.0

Time (s) 3,3,3
uses :

Figure 54 SSC Predictiott for SAFR 20 Cent UFOP/LOF: Reactivity Feedbacks

P

=w- . - __ c,+ __ ~,< _ _______ ____ m.______ _m_________._______.____m_



- . <. .. t , f !

'._. ..

-
.

.;

g.~.
- .-

Q
;.

_

,

1I1 0
3I .

-

0 II -. - 0 3I
2 1(

.

.
n #

0 -

0 t ."r 2 = i 8 e
e - 1 l

.-
#

tv ui
r O
D 0 d -
= n,.~ 0 a= 4

6a 1 n -o
' i

.

.

t
.

.

a :- 0 r .

.. u .

.0 t
: = 4 a

1 S ~
_

m
u
i

0 d
o

.0 S
.

2-

1
:
F

) O .

L
0. (s ,

/
P -

0 e O
- i 0 T: --

m U1
i tT n

e
C0
0 .

i0 2
8

R
F
A
S

0 r
o~

- i0 f:- 6 .

n
o
i s
t e
cr

0 i u
-dt

,0 ea
4 rr

P e
p

C m
S e
ST

' 0
: ,0 5 .

2 5

e
r
u
g

0 i
F0

-

- - - -

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 5 0 5 0 5
5 2 0 7 5 2

1
1 1

.

g 2a EeoE$

_

.,

.

Y~ .

:
+ ,

:



w

t

p up to 128% of.its rated condition. The pump will cavitate in this mode. (The u'

' designers are fully aware of this problem and believe that they can design a,

pump to' operate in this regime.) The resistance through the locked rotor
directly determines the amount of flow that will bypass the core and feed back

i into the cold pool. The MINET model accounted for all the above effects and
found that 65% of the system flow will bypass the core through the locked
rotor. As shown in Figure 56, the remaining 35% of the system sodium flow
will still continue to flow through the core.

The prescribed flod condition f rom MINET was simulated in SSC and the re-
sults are presented in Figures 57 and 58. The power in Figure 57 drops im-
mediatoly to 50% and re-establishes a critical condition at about 52% .i rated
power. In Figure 58, the reactivity feedbacks that make up the inherent re-
sponse to a sudden loss of flow in a metal fueled core are shown. The initial
reaction comes f rom the Doppler and axial expansion feedback, since the reduc-

" tion in coolant flow induces them to heat up first. This generates a negative
feedback, as both give a negative feedback for a temperature increase. Within
the first few seconds, Doppler and axial expansion insert -6 and -9 cents, re-
spectively. The drop in sodium flow, coupled with the increase in fuel tem-
peratures, leads to increased sodium temptratures which generates a positive
feedback. This added about +17.5 cents of reactivity at its peak, and then
slowly returned to zero around 200 s when the reactor re-established criti-
cality. Hotter sodium temperaturea increase temperatures in the surrounding
structures and the load pads, which activates the radial expansion. From
Figure 58, it is clear that the radial expansion feedback is the dominant
mitigating factor, and that this is the most significant feedback in terminat-
ing the event.

It should be noted that the Doppler reactivity only inserts about +7
cents of reactivity after the power is re-established at 52%, as shown in |
Figure 58. A negligible Doppler, and the correspondingly reduced temperature i

defect, makes it possible for the small reactivities generated in the metal
fuel core to force the power to a much lower power level. I

1

While this event is challenging, the safety margins are still large. The
peak fuel center line temperature was calculated by SSC (see Figure 57) to be
1134 K (1581*F), which leaves a 232 K (419'F) margin to the solidus tempera-
ture. The peak assembly outlet temperature was calculated to be 1050 K
(1431*F) which is well below the saturation tempetature of 1222 K (1740*F).
Furthermore, the feedbacks reduced the power level to a point where the maxi-
mum fuel centetline temperature and the maximum sodium temperature in the core
in low enough at the new quasi static condition that the system could endure
this situation indefinitely without serious consequences.

The ANL prediction for this event was only calculated out to 18 s and a
comparison is not practical. One difference between the two analyses was that
ANL estimated that the core would receive 40% of the system flow even after
the pump seized, while the MINET results indicate the value to be 35%. Both
calculations, however, predicted that this event would be mitigated by the
feedbacks in the core with no fuel damage or requirements for immediate opera-
tor action.
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6. EVALUATION OF RACS/RVACS PERFORMANCE

Soth PRISM.and SAFR include a passive air cooling system for final decay
het removal under accident conditions. To be completely passive, these cool-
ing systems are operative at all times, causing a minor parasitic energy loss
during normal operation.

In these designs, as schematically shown in Figure 59, air is supplied to
the bottom of the guard vessel, flowing upward along the guard vessel due to
natural convection and being discharged through a stack providing sufficient
draft to remove the decay heat under accident conditions.

In either concept, the heat rejection from the reactor vessel to the air
cooling system is by radiation and convection across a gas gap between the
reactor vessel and the guard vessel, and by radiation from the guard vessel to
the opposite air cooling system surface (collector surface), and ultimately by
cor. vection from both surfaces to the rising air. Additionally, the SAFR con-
cept includes fins on the collector surface as shown in Figure 60. For this

concept the simultaneous effects of radiation and conduction on the collector
surface are considered.

The evaluation of the passive air cooling system was performed'using the
PASCOL code, which was originally developed for analyzing a similar passive
air cooling system in the codular high temparature gas cooled reacter pro-
gram. This code can either be applied as a free standing program, given a
spatial reactor vessel temperature distribution, or coupled to the relevant
code for accident analysis. It solves simultaneously the quasi-steady momen-
tum and energy equations for the air, coupled with simultaneous radiation,
conduction and convection from the reactor vessel via the guard vessel and the
other air cooling system surfaces to the coolant.

The performance evaluation reported here considers the operation under
accident conditions. For the PRISM reactor, the heat transfer surfaces are
not finned. As the vendor specified data did not include suf ficient details
to compute the inlet and exit ducting pressure drops, the system was evaluated
parametrically with inlet and exit loss coefficients being varied between 1
and 10. The results, shown in Figure 61, indicate that the vendor's claimed
performance can readily be obtained, if ducting is such that inlet and exit
losses each amount to about four velocity heads. The vendor assumed solid
surface emmissivities of only 0.7, while values of 0.85 are readily achiev-
able. Our evaluations showed that an increase in the heat removal rate of 16%
is possible with such an increase in emmissivity, as shown in Table 2.
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' Table 2

t
. s

PRISM RVACS Performance During Decay Heat Removal Operation
As Function of Steel Emmissivities

(K = K, = 4.0)g,

SOURCE PASCOL PASCOL PASCOL PASCOL GE

Emmissivity 0.5 0.7- 0.85 0.999 0.7'

r ,

Q (MW)~ 1.86 2.45 2.86 3.21 2.42

h W (KG/S) 24.2 26.0 27.0 27.8 25.9

L
r T -Tin (C) 75.1 92.2 103.2 113.4 91.7' '

u out

For the SAFR air cooling system an evaluation of'the simultaneous conduc-
tion and radiation in the collector surface had to be made. Defining a per-

.'
formance factor

total convective heat transfer to air
*
convective heat transfer to air from guard vessel

it was found that a value of = 1.8 to 2.5 can be expected under accident
conditions. The vendor's claimed performance can be reached down to a value
of = 1.5. Increasing the emmissivity f rom the vendor's value of 0.65 to
0.85 resulted in 18% higher performance.

Table 3
SAFR SHRS Thermal Performance With RACS Only as Function of

Collector Heat Transfer Effectiveness

SOURCE PASCOL PASCOL PASCOL PASCOL RI/ANL

Collector Area
Effectiveness 1.5 2.0 4.0 1.5 ?

Q (HW) 3.90 4.13 4.50 4.61 3.96

W (KG/S) 37.2 37.7 38.5 38.7 39

T -Tin (c) 102.5 107.2 114.6 116.6 99.4

Emmissivity 0.65 0.65 0.65 0.85 0.65

As can be seen, both systems can readily achieve the required decay heat
removal rate. Further increases in performance could readily be achieved.
However, such performance increases may not be desirable, since they would
raise the parasitic heat losses under normal operating conditions.
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7. PROTECTED LOHS EVENTS - SIMPLE MODELS
. . . .

y

While detailed thermal hydraulic computer code calculations are needed in
stder to predict peak temperatures under transient' conditions, one can learn a

'g'reat deal using simple models based on decay heat, heat capacity, and heat'
removal (e.g.,;RACS or RVACS performance). This is especially true for PRISM
and SAFR, as the high thermal conductivities in the fuel, coolant, and s t ruc-
ture tend ~to even out any transient temperature distributions.

7.1.' Conservation of Energy Equation

if we assume that the reactor vessel is intact (i.e., no sodium entering
or exiting) and that the intermediate loop is shut down, conservation of ener-
gy dictates that:

=fy Q'''-{Q'bc (0Mc
p

where

M = Mass of vessel and contents
C = Average heat capacity of vessel and contents
T = Average temperature of vessel and contents
Q''' = Heat generation per unit volume
Q { = Heat entering or leaving

Tobemoreprecise,fyQ'''isthedecayheatofthe reactor. Qd, and the
left hand side of Eq. (38) is really a sum of all the materials within the
vessel. 'Further, we can define Qbc as'the sum of all gains and losses
across the vessel boundary.

BT

{M.C =Q -Nd be'Jj

where there are j material regions within the vessel.

We can integrate Eq. (39) in time to project changes in temperatures
during the transient period:

t t

JM Cp (T(t)-T(t=0)]=fQ ~]O (40)
3 d k

j o o

which is equivalent to:

t t

[M Cp T)(t) = { M) Cp)T (t=0) + f Q ~fOj 3 d bcj j c o

During a long, slow heat up transient, the temperatures within the vessel
will tend to even out. Thus, we make a simplifying assumption that at some
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a

4 ]M Cp)
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;i ,t-
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iThe approximate' value of the. summation terms in Eq'. (43) are given in/thes

3' . table below
.

*

hi.!
'

[ M Cp3 {'M[CQT(t=0)J3 3
, . . -

'
. . );

. .

PRISM, Neglecting
Containment, Vessel - 6.54E8 kg 4.29ElI kgR,

hc PRISM,' Including !,

[, Containment Vessel 6.94E8.kg1 4.54 Ell-kgK| ;'

,

, , .

'' * * "

* ~

SAFR," Neglecting. .
. 1.93E9 kg 1.352E12 kgK,

. -,-,
..

Containment Vessel "
,

i
Decay heat curves were provided'in t.he PRISM ~and,SAFR documentation in

Ttabular form. This information was used to generate: int.egral decay. heat., ,

t . .,
1 curves-(f.Qd)forPRISMand'SAFR,asshowninFigure62. i

0 ;
, .

While performance of RACS and RVACS were confirmed using PASCOL, the time
~

dependent' heat removal through these systems was available only.through GE and.
RI/ANL calculations. Therefore, ths RVACS heat rejection curve shown on D;
Figure 63, as provided by GE, was integrated to get the curve on Figure 64. j

$ labelled " PRISM RVACS". Similarly, the curve on RI/ANL Figure 65 labelled !

"- QRACS" was. integrated ~to get the curve labelled "SAFR RACS" on Figure 64.<

7.2' LOHS With RACS/RVACS Working
'

When Eq. (43) is used in conjunction with the integrated curves on
j; Figures 62 and 64 to analyze the SAFR RACS only event, the average tempera-

tures marked "X" on Figure 65 results. The trend over this 50 hour transient
t is very similar to the RI/ANL plots of hot and cold pool temperatures.,

The equivalent analysis was done for PRISM, both with and without the
containment vessel mass. The average temperatures are indicated on Figures 66

| and 67. Further, an additional 100*F is added to each point to represent the'

L' approximate core outlet temperature, which compares directly to the values
plotted by GE.

1 |8 While the simple model results are not identical to those computed by GE,

l
~

1
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and RI/ANL, the trends are clearly similar. Thus, we conclude that the re-
sults are at least approximately correct.

'" - 7.3 Adiabatic Heat-Up Cases

Having " benchmarked" our simple models for the RACS-only and RVACS-only
cases, we went on to examine adiabatic heat-up cases. For SAFR, we are esti- i

!mating eutectic penetrations in the 3/4 of one day range (some cladding rup-
tures in high burn-up fuel could come a little earlier) and sodium boiling in ;

the 1 1/2 day range, as shown in Figures 68 through 70 (R1/ANL results includ-
'

ed on 70. While these estimates are far from precise, the timing is not far
s

from our expectations. However, for PRISM it appears that eutectic penetra-
tions will develop as early as 1/2 day (again with some cladding ruptures
earlier), and sodium boiling could come around 1 day into the transient as in-
dicated in Figures 71 and 72. This trend in PRISM is developing more quickly

than we anticipated, and appears to trace to a lower mass-to power ratio in ,

the PRISM reactor system. PRISM has about 1/3 the mass of SAFR, but generates j

a little less than 1/2 of the SAFR reactor power. However, we must note again j

that judging by our " benchmark" case of RVACS-only, that our estimates of the
"

PRISM mass is probably low.

7.4 PRISM " Earth Heat-Up" Event

Because PRISM is sited in a silo, there is a potentially significant
means of giving off decay heat in the event RVACS air flow is cut off (in ad-
dition to the loss of normal cooling and ACS). This involves radiating heat
to the concrete / insulation of the silo, with some of the heat then conducted
to the surrounding carth. This is comparable to an event considered for the
MHTGR, although the geometry is somewhat different. An expanded view of the
PRISM silo is shown in Figure 73. !

i
'

These calculations were performed using a combination of our simple
"back-of-the-envelope" model based on heat capacities and the PASCOL code,
which models the RVACS. We began the calculation with estimates of the reac-
tor vessel as a function of time (around 60 hours of transient), and used
PASC0L to estimate the heat transf er rates outward f rom the reactor vessel. iThen, using the estimated heat removal rate (from the reactor vessel wall) we
calculated the corresponding reactor system temperature as a function of
time. This temperature (including the reactor vessel) history was compared to
the~one assumed, as shown in Figure 74, and the process could have been re- 1

peated iteratively, if necessary. As we knew GE's prediction of the reactor
vessel temperature vs. time for this transient, out initial " guess" turned out
to be excellent and iterative improvements were unnecessary. Further, other

temperatures cited in the GE write-up were entirely consistent with those cal-
culated by BNL, as shown in Figure 75. (Note: the results with reference de-
cay heat are shown in Figure 76.) Thus, both calculations indicate substan-
tial fuel damage near the end of the first day (with some cladding ruptures
developing a few hours earlier), and sodium boiling (and likely vessel
failure) at about 36 hours. It therefore appears that large releases are un-
likely before one day and may come closer to the 1 1/2 day period.

|
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8. MINET S1HULAT10N OF PRISM LORS-RVACS EVENT

in addition to' the simplified analysis discussed in the previous section,
we analyzed the PRIGM LOHS event using the MINET Code (Van Tuyle, 1984]. The
representation utilized is indicated schematically in Figure 77. The reactor

- was assumed scrammed very early, and a GE decay heat curve (with 15% addition-~

al heating compared against best estimate) was specified as a boundary condi-
tion. It uas assumed that heat removal through the IHX dropped to zero quick-
ly, and that the DVACS heat removal was as shown in Figure 63. MINET tracked ~
the thermal expansion of the sodium, and determined that the RVACS spill-over
began about 5 1/2 hours into the event. From that time onward, a substantial
amount of sodium flowed directly from the hot pool along the inside wall of
the reactor vessel and into the cold pool.

The reactor outlet sodium temperatures calculated by MINET are plotted in
Figure 78, along with the corresponding values from the GE calculations and
from the simple model discussed in the previous section. For the first 6

hours, the two computer calculations are in excellent agreement, and both pre-
dict RVACS spill over around 5.5 hours (although this is not apparent in
Figure'78). During that early period, the hand calculations are off primarily
due to the crude assumption that the sodium outlet temperatures are 100*F
above the estimated vessel average temperature. Between 6 and 22 hours, all

three calculations are in good agreement. After 22, the.RVACS heat removal
and the decay heat approach each other closely (see Figure 63), so that small
errors in either parametcr are exaggerated when the difference is taken, and
this is further increased when the difference is integrated over several
thousands of seconds. Therefore, the discrepancy apparent in'the 22 to 48
hour period is easy to understand. Furthermore, only the GE calculation in-
cludes a model of RVACS performance as a function of temperatures within the
vessel. If the MINET calculation contained an equivalent model, the RVACS
performance would be increased by several percent during this time period,
which would decrease the sodium temperatures so that they are closer to the GE
values. Similarly, if the hand calculation included this RVACS temperature
dependence, the RVACS performance would drop significantly af ter 30 hours,
leading to higher temperatures.

It should be noted that ASME Service Condition C and D (structural
damage) temperatures are about 922 K and 977 K, respectively, for the PRISM
design. Therefore, even if the most conservative analysis is correct, the
outcome of this very unlikely event is probably acceptable.

A MINET simulation of the SAFR LOHS event was not performed, due to DOE's
early decision to commit to the GE team (PRISM) for further development. Had
we performed such a calculation, it is likely that the results would have been
quite similar to the PRISM case.
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9. SUMMARY

There are several examples in both PRISM and SAFR where inherent or pas-
sive systems provide for a safe response to off-normal conditions. This is in
contrast to the engineered safety systems utilized on current U. S. Light
Water Reactor (LWR) designs.

One important design inherency in the LMRs is the " inherent shutdown",
which refers to the tendency of the reactor to transition to a much lower
power level whenever temperatures rise significantly. This type of behavior
was demonstrated in a series of unscrammed tests at EBR-11 [N.E.D., 1986).

,

The second key design feature is the passive air cooling of the vessel'to re-
move decay heat. These systems, designated RVACS in PRISM and RACS in SAFR,
always operate, and.are believed to be able to prevent core damage in the
event that no other means of heat removal is available.

Our effort was focused mainly to confirm the inherent reactor shutdown
and the passive shutdown heat removal for two major reasons. First, these are

the new design features that set these designs apart from more conventional
liquid metal cooled reactors, such as Phenix, SNR-300, CRBR, MONJU, and the
Soviet breeder reactors. Second, if both the inherent shutdown and the pas-
sive shutdown heat removal were absolutely reliable, and therefore infallible,
then one would conclude. that these are very safe reactors. (As a further
note, when a reactor appears to have these characteristics, one is driven to
consider major changes in the geometry as possibly threatening, and this
usually leads one to consider seismic challenges and sabotage as major
threats.)

We have concluded that the ANL estimates of the reactivity feedback

parameters for PRISM and SAFR are probably reasonably accurate. However, we

are cautious about the uncertainties in these feedbacks and believe that the
margins for the inherent shutdown must be large at this time in order to com-
pensate for these uncertainties.

Our SSC calculations for the three major unscrammed events in PRISM, in-
cluding loss-of-heat sink (L0llS), loss of flow (LOF), and transient over power
(TOP), were very similar to those submitted by GE. Safety margins appear to
be significant for all three events, with the unscrammed LOF having the small-
est margins. Three related unscrammed events were also analyzed, including a
pipe break, a T0P/LOF combination, and an LOF missing one (of four) pump
coastdown. The pipe break, which results in a flow short-circuit rather than
a loss of sodium inventory, is slightly worse than an instantaneous stoppage
of one of the pumps and results in a rapid power reduction (the inherent shut-
down) and appears to be largely benign. The combined TOP /LOF is less likely
than either a TOP or an LOF, and has smaller safety margins than either.
Clearly, CE should design to minimize the likelihood of thin event. The mar-
gin for the unscrammed LOF missing one pump coastdown is nearly zero. As the
chance of losing one of the coastdowns, which are provided for the electromag-
netic (EM) pumps by the synchronous machines, has to be significant, it would
be prudent for GE to design to better accommodate this event, i.e., to ride

out an unscrammed LOF on three pump coastdowns.
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For the three basic unscrammed events in SAFR, i.e., the LOMS, LOF, and
>r

. TOP events, our SSC calculational results were similar to those provided by[ 'ANL for RI/SAFR. 'the only problem here was that the ANL calculations showy

Q control rod drive lir.e expansion that is very quick, and this helps their cal- ,
,

6 'W culated safety margins. While the SSC results were similar to those submitted
!

*

by ANL, as long as the enhanced control rod drive line expansion was utilized,
these calculations consistently showed somewhat smaller safety margins for

H SAFR than for PRISM. This traces directly to RI's desire to run SAFR cignifi-
y cantly hotter than PRISM in order to use a superheated steam cycle and achieve |

,

7 higher thermal efficiency (40% versus 32%).

In addition to the three basic unscrammed events in SAFR, we looked at i' :
-

two variations - a 20 cent MP combined with an LOF and a pump seizure (one of
two centrifugal pumps). The safety margins for the 20C T0P/LOF were not large,

y( ' f or SAFR, and would be smaller for a 35C TOP /LOF. For the pump seizure event, -

it was determined that the rapid reduction in reactor flow. rate could be
accommodately inherent as long as the other pump continued to function. How- i

,
g

f ever, the other pump should see a surge in flow (25 to 30%), and cavitation !

may be anticipated. A related concern is that pump seizures are actually more j
h likely during a coastdown, so RI may have had to design to survive the ULOF
[ with only one coastdown. ;

'

;

j|- In order to assess the passive cooling system, we adapted the PASCOL
code, which we developed to model the comparable system in the Modular High j"

Temperature Gas Reactor (MHTGR), which is designated the RCCS. We specified
|the reactor vessel temperature and calculated the natural draft air flow, and ;

the various heat transfer processes. Using conservative parameters, we were ;

able to match the performance predictions made by both GE and RI/ANL. Para- :metric cases showed excellent fault tolerance, particularly with regard to j
, partial blockages of the air flow passages. In short, performance of the
PRISM RVACS and SAFR RACS should be at least as good as projected, and the ;

|. problems associated with partial blockages appear to be minimal. !
e
'

One advantage of pool type LMRs, particularly if metal fuel is used, is
| that the high heat capacity, high thermal conductivity system can survive a
! : fairly lengthy heat up event, i.e., a total loss of heat removal. This was
[}

demonstrated using simple hand calculations, which gave results that were
quite similar to those provided by GE and RI/ANL for cases with and without
functioning air-cooled vesse) systems. If the air flow is totally blocked,

-

many hours are available to unblock the air flow pathways, or conceivably to
g arrange for an ad-hoc evacuation.
t

I A computer code calculation of a postulated LOHS, with RVACS coolingj' only, was performed using MINET. Results sere very similar to those provided
l 'by GE, particularly during the first day of transient time. Both code calcu-

1ations indicated that the sodium spillover that increases RVACS performance+

occurs about 5 1/2 hours into the event.
t

In summary, most of the key calculations submitted by the SAFR and PRISM
design teams were independently verified and/or replicated. While the
inherent " shutdown" appears to work for key postuated events, some variant

) cases were identified as posing significant safety concerns - in that thej

,
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inherent shutdown safety margins would be too F:nall. The passive means of
shutdown cooling, using RACS or RVACS, appears to be an excellent approach, es k

*

the performance is projected tc be good and the reliability should be very
high.
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