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€ Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.
" Q17 15TH STREET, N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2000}j

202 787-5000

Western Office New York Office
2845 YALE STREET 122 EAST 42ND STREET
PALO ALTO, CALIF. 94306 NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
415 3271080 March 6, 1978 212 949-0049

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

ACT. REQUEST
Jim Felton, Director /"O//?' '7‘2" C 7/
Division of Rules & Regulations
Office of Administration Lee ' -9-78

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

IN RESPONSE REFER
TO NRDC 78-18
Re: ‘'Euratom Safeguards and the Diversion of 200 Tons of Uranium
to Israel.

Dear Sir:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act and/or Sunshine
Acts, I hereby request copies of all reports, papers, background
material, drafts correspondence and other documentation relating
to:

a) the adequacy of EURATOM safeguards;

b) thefis, diversions, attempted thefts or attempteé
diversions of SNM within EURATOM countries, by
EURATOM countries, or SNM under EURATOM control,
or SNM shipped to, or from, EURATOM countries;

¢) the "plumbat incident"™, the alleged diversion of
200 tons of uranium to Israel as described in the
book Operatior Uranium Ship

With regard to (c) above, I refer you to the allegation
on page 192 of the book (enclosed) that indicates that U.S.
government agencies (namely, the CIA) has information on this
matter.

Sincerely,

0 -RGaS

Thomas B. Cochran
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OPERATION URANIUM SHIp

The affair was o be hushed up,* Ollicially the Ugited
tates was not to be told.

_ Two months after the deatt

admiringly called th
LN\ service, the Cor

1 of the “o)
¢ head of the Gern
was given an unexpected
secret (ile from the private archives of th

d fox,” as they
1an inteiligence
present. It was a
¢ general, and it

N

,&Cf 3%

e Wy 3 (4] Was transferred to the C ast wi :
£ \%ﬁ {?; i P the CIA as the jast wish of the dying
LN e L In it, American agents read the ful] story of the disap-
Pearance of the Scheersberg A. There were details of the

hijacking, the identity of the men j
preceded the dis
ore. The file disclosed that at the
happened to th

nvolved, the stages that

at the German

secret service was directly invoived, The CIA drew its own

conclucions, however,

In January, | 977, President
thirty-ninth President of the U
steps was to try and increa

Carter was sworn in as the
nited States. One of his firs
se American contro! of tha
world trade in fissionable material, and thus limit jtg
uncontrolled spread throughout the world,

Enrico Jacehia leaped cly to the defense of the
- In his new role as generai director of
munity, this former chiel of nuclear
President is ripht. Jiamy

political pronnds,™
Did the President have the “plumbat incident™ in mind?

mere coincidence that in April, 1977, Mr, P}
al, a former U.S. Senate expert on nuclear profife
eration, told the world about the disappearance of tha
uranium aboarg the Schrcr:bcrp A—an incideng that had
occurred eipht and a half years carlier? It was the first
time the public haq ever henrd of the matter, It looked ng
though the well-known tactie of Johin Foster Dullgs was
being employed b, the new President: the technique of
controlied leakage of news,

*Following the Inqulry held by Burntom,
ummm.m. The findingy of (s

certaln ofiicialy of (ho
Inquiry ase op secret,
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OPFRATION URANIUM SHip

To coincide with the
three of the largest U
Washingron Post, an
the scoop that rever

L4

“revelation™ by Paul levent).
S. dailies, The New York Times, 1

d the Logs Angeles Times. publisbicd
berated all around the world:

ISRABL PERFORMS

NUCLRAR ENTEHRAR
A carpo of 200 ¢

ons of uranium on its wav fi
West Germany to Italy disappeared mysteriously in
briliiant diversion operation and reached the Jor.-
aivmic reactor at Dimona, This cargo is sullicient
produce thirty nuclear bombs.

.
W

The Israeli Atomic Energy Commissio
nied any Isracli connection with th
uranium, Isracl has said all
needs for the Dimona reactor
from the phosphate plants stand

n immediatc

e disappearance of th-
along that the uranium i
is obtained ag by-product
ing next to the Dead Sea.

Not far from the nuclear reactor at Dimona stands tlie
extraordinary rock of Masada, where Jewish zealots defiod
the attempts of the mighty Roman army to conquer then,
From their fortresy on top of this squat, flat-topped rock
whict. ominates the Dead Sea a few hundred men,
women, and childrea held out for three years, And when

" ihey were about to be overcome, rather than surrender
: thelr status ps free reople, they killed themseives in an
awesinspirine mass suicide,

Today Israsii tank crew and other ar
hold thegjr Swenaring-in para
summit of Masada, [t s

mared unit officers
de ceremonics on the rock y
a deliberate demonstration that,
far from tho aquet, passive spirit of the Jews v ho rvarched
' to their deaths in Concentration camp gas chambers, the
Israelis of teday are filed with the same spirit of her
and courage that marked the patriots of Masada.
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