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Ms. Nancy B. \lenger
522 Antoine Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17102

Dear Ms. Venger:

I am writing in response to your letter to Mr. Harold Denton regarding the
Three Mile Island plant. 1 regret that this answer to your letter has been
delayed for so long. The accident and its consequences have created a sub-
stantial increase in the agency's workload, which has prevented me from
responding to you as promptly as I would have liked,

Hith regard to your concern about the Price-Anderson Act, this Act does not
protect "TiI or any other nuclear power plant from taking responsibility for
damages they may...inflict upon people."” The following overview of the Price-
Anderson Act appeared in the Federal Register on July 23, 1979:

The NRC 1s constrained by the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 as
amended, of which the Price-Andersor Act is a part. The Act

has been ruled constitutional in a court case. Any future
changes to this statute will require action by the U.S. Congrecs.

N

The NRC, in discharqging its responsibility under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954
and the mandate of the MNational Environmental Policy Act of 1965, conducts, as
part of the licensing process, comprehensive safety and environmental reviews
of cach nuclear power plant prior to issuance of an operating license, The
purpose of this detailed review is to assure that the proposed facilities can
be buitt and operated safely without undue risk to the health and safety of
the public. MNo operating license can be issued until this review is satis-
factorily completed.
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The goal of the U.S. Nuclear Waste Management Program is to provide assurance

, that existing and future nuclear waste from military and civilian activities,

ﬂ including spent fuel from the once-through nuclear power cycle, can be fsolated

: from the biosphere so as to pose no significant threat to public healt! and
safety and the environment. The NRC is responsible for providing the framework
of criteria and regulations that will ensure that the disposal methods developed
for all types of radioactive waste are consistent with the achievement of this
goal of safe, long-term waste disposal.

The NRC's authority to license and regulate the storage and disposal of radio-

active wastos is derived from three statutes: the Atomic Fnergy Act of 1954,
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Ms. Nancy B. Wenger -2 -

the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, and the Mational Environmental Policy
o1 Act of 1969. To implement this authority and to provide guidance to the U.S.

~ Department of Energy (DOE), the industry, and the public, the MRC is developing
new or revised regulations for such storage and disposal. These regulations
will require conformance with a fixed set of minimally acceptable performance
standards for waste management activities while providing for flexibility in
the technological approach.

The DOE's responsibilities concerning radicactive waste disposal are limited to
high-level wastes and only those low-lev:] wastes produced as part of DOE's
programs. Their responsibility does not include commercially generated low-
level wastes.

To respond to your concerns about milk and food contamination from the accident
at Three Mile Island, the preliminary findings on the health effects of the
radiocactive materials released are contained in the interagency tack force re-
port, “Population Dose and Health Impact of the Accident at the Three Mile

Island Nuclear Station" (NUREG-0558), a summary of which is enclosed. The
radioactive materials that were released were primarily radioactive gases.

The radicactivity was almost entirely from xenon, which is a chemically in-
active gas. As the gases leaked out, the winds diluted them. To determine
whether food grown in the area will be contaminated, the DOE measured the amounts
of radicactivity present in the samples of soil, water, air, and vegetation.

Based on these samples and other information, it was concluded that the prin=-
" cipal isotopes in the escaped gases were xenon-133 and xenon-135. Although
| radicactive fodine was found in samples of some milk, the concentration was
less than 1% of the concentration permitted by NRC regulations. Other food
= samples were tested by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and none of the
A 377 food samples tested contained reactor-produced radioactivity.

The small dose -f radiation that people in the area received came from radio-
active gases that escaped from the auxiliary buiiding. The average dose of
radicactivity the population within 50 miles of TMI received was approximately
4 millirems. The maximum exposure to any individual was less than 100 mi1li-
rems, which is less than the yearly dose each person receives as a result of
natural backgrouna radiation. Doses at these levels result in less than one
health effect over the 1ifetime of all people in this arca. HNatural background
radiation people in the Harrisburg area receive is approximately 125 millirems
per year. To put these doses into perspective, note that a traveler flying
round trip by jet from New York to Los Angeles receives 5 millirems of cosmic
rays.

Metropolitan Edison (Met Ed) customers will not have to pay for any damages to

cr for the restoration of Three Mile Island Unit 2. The Pennsylvania Public

Utility Commission (PUC), 1n a decision and order of June 15, 1979, ruled that
anne would be free from
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Ms. Nancy B. Wenger -3 -

accident expenses. These customers will, however, be responsible for costs
assocfated with purchasing power to replace power that the T™I facility would
have provided. The Pennsylvania PUC reaffirmed this decision in an order of
May 23, 1980.

In the same order, it also ruled that Three Mile Island Unit 1 be removed from
the Met Ed and Pennsylvania Electric Company rate bases. As a result, their
customers will be free of all maintenance, interest, and capital cost expenses
assocfated with Unit 1., Should Unit 1 be returned to service, costs associated
with its operation would, of course, become part of the rate structure.

While we are, of course, concerned about financial impacts on consumers, the

NRC's primary responsibility is the assurance of public health and safety.

State public utility conmissions and the Federal Energy Requlatory Commission

have primary responsibility regarding the rates that consumers pay for electricity.
They should be able to provide infcrmation for your use,

With respect to alternative methods of energy production, such as solar, wind,
and geothermal, the Department of Energy is the federal agency responsible rvor
their research and development. NRC considers these alternative methods of
energy production in its assessment of the environmental impact of each nuclear
power plant as part of the ager - ~~rall review of each utility's application
for a construction permit or / .«g license, To date, we have determined
that alternative methods of en. _; production are neither technically nor eco-
nomically feasible to provide the required amount of power at the time it is
needed.

To respond to your request to "open up the top-secret files and educate the
citizens about the dangers that are lurking in their back yards" and to “"show

us the proof," all pertinent information on nuclear power safety is available

for the public in the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Public Document Room, 1717

H Street, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 20555, In addition, information particular
to the Three Mile Island plant is available in the Government Publications Sec-
tion, State Library of Pennsylvania, Education Building, Commonwealth and Walnut,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17126,

You comment that NRC should phase out nuclear power piants. NRC's primary
responsibility consists in the licensing, inc-ection, and enforcement of
regulations for nuclear power plants in the inierest of public health and
safety and for the protection of the environment. Changes in NRC's regulatory
resgonsibflities can stem from the public's will and the resulting Congressional
action.
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Ms. Nancy B. Wenger Y

I appreciate your concerns and assure you that every effort is being made to
ensure the continued protection of the health and safety of the public, not
only at Three Mile Island, but also at all nuclear power plants.

ancerely.

ol
/ﬁi:Z:rd J. Snyder, Program Director

Three Mile Island Program Office
Office of Nuclear Reactor Requlation

Enclosure: Summary of NUREG-0558
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Nancy B, Lenger

522 Antoine Street
Harrisbure, Fa, 17702
June 13, llednesday

poweessel: [ Deron j;’ ;7’2?
Dear Sirs and Madares;

This 1s an open le“ter to all of you who are governing this country,
I ar a concerned taxnayer and votine citizen, and I feel I an quite
justifiad in expressing ny ancer over the {rresnonsible handline (or
rishandling) of decisiens *hat are 2dvarsely effecting the citizens of
*his natien, I as one of these citizens ‘eel cinated and decefved, and
I 4111 explain why as this lettar centinuag,

For three years I lived near tha Three Nile Island plant, teliavine
that the ervernrent would keep re in“orred i there were any daneaps with
nuclear eneroy, On March 20th, I learrad thet I sheuld never believa vhat
I ar told by covernrent officials or 'usiressren, Unfortunate’y, 1 “eund
cut that even the of%icials I believe! in ane veted for are in en this
gare of putting prefiss before peeple, St111, on "arch 20th, I heard a
groat derl of assursnce spenches, .., in the vake of the rest serirvs
nuclear accident our country has seen,

He vere told in larrishure that *he gevarnrent dres nnt take chances
with the Tives nf 1ts citizens, and yet rany nf us ‘ound out (not frem any
grvernrent officials) that a 1ittle ceecie called the Price=/ndersen Act
rrotects T'l or any other nuclear pever plant fror taline responsibility
‘or darages they ray (2nd have already) inf11ct upon citizers, I rust
have insurance to drive ry car or I will be arres*ed, I accept this ree
soonsfhility because 1 arm a sa“e driver and do not wish te inflict any
pain on others witheut acceptine responsihility for it, fprarently nuclear
preer plants cannet say the sare thine,,...»nd yet they clain te be “sa‘e",
I veted sore of vou in,,,.2n! 1 feel stronaly that all ef you in offiecial
resitions have a respensibility €ararest 40 us your cit’zens, I aslk that
you irrediately take steps to see to 1t that "he Price=Ancersen Act be
ceclared uncorstitutional, aad rencaled (retreactively), 1 alse ask that

you see to it *hat a lav 1ike that, vhich “avors big busine eenle
never be pernitted te pass again, ja] D
790711034 ﬂ @

Arcund the tire of the Tl z:2zi2ant, we all had +a rata a dorfelon
upon the conflicting roports we had heard, to stav cr leave, I »nd ry
farily left frrediately, risting our 1ob security, and the security o
cur hore, lov ve have returned, still not kneviing hew ruch racdiation is
Teakine, where the radiractive water v111 he durned, and vhat the future
effect upon our heal*h will te, I have not drunt milk sinee “arch eulthy ras
I ar afraid to plant a carden for fear that radiation ray core through
fn the vecetables, I “car for the lives of ry friends, reny of vhor 1ive
or attend ccllege within 2 fev mites o that plant,I ‘car “or the 1ives
c€ children I have taucht 1n scheol 1n Stenlten,.....21se 2 ‘e riles
frer the plant, 1 fear “or the raciatien they ray have received on lednesday,
Uarch 20th, vhen 1n the ridst of the larcest radiatien leaks, scheels vare {
cisrissed in the ares, sencing veung children cut te waly here, wait “”:{\30’ “

t

busses, and play cutside unti) their parcas
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We are told, matter of factly that nuclear wastes don't breal dovn as
fast as most na‘or1a1s. Then volunteers against nuclear ererqgv and forrer
nuclear engineers vho have secen the light tell us that in fact, they don't
bLreak down for thousands of ycars, and continue to pnisen future cenerstisns,
e hear of St, feerce, Utah, and the Love Canal, and already ve see vhat
these vastes 2re dnino to rorp1e. And yet vou continue to authorize these
nevt plants, and cive others the olay for becinning eperatien,

You say you have safe places tn bury this waste, It {5 buried in lead
containars? Eev: fast do thess lead containers breck dmm? Cickt or nine
years? That 1eavos At least 970 vears of nuclear peisenines, Alse, 2s ynu
are fincine “sa“e" places to tnr/ these vastes, rore vastas are accurulatine,
If the safo places we are using nev include earthquele “aults, what Vinds
ef places will we be using In fifteen years? Elerentery scheel playereunds,
or hesrital recovery reers? The rore vaste vou bury, the rere cangers 2re
caused, thus #i11ing our hospitals, and creatine rere disatled persens, Is
this helping our ceuntry?

duclear nevier is the only econorically frasible way to creat electricity
you tell re, Econerics rean nothing to re when I ray be dyine within 10
years, 1 ar enly 25 years old and I want te 1ive and have childran, I¢ seers
te re that thers rust be some way to cenerate electricisy without killing
people, Benrich Power plant ern the Susouchanna will be enenine sean unless
reople like rysel” canStop 1t, The custorers in *hat arca have teen $eld
‘h*f their rates will go up 125 vhen Unit 1 epens and 107 vhen Unit I epens,
k224 raise in rotas 15 not vhat 1 eall an cconrrica11j pdvantaoceous anercy
seurce,

Econenically feasihle you Say.esees for vhon? For the citizens o€ Harrise
bure? Cf course net, Ue have iust berun the route bachk te irnraverent alter
arafor fleo” in 1972, Mmat will TI'1 do to this tovn? I bnes vhe benefits
frer auclear enercy and it is not the taxpayer, It is 2 slur=or? rentality,
The vtility cerpanies sre protected b the cevernrent as they net enly rape
this land and ki11 the peonle and anirals who {nhabit it, but rate reney
doing se, Cut let's let the citizens of !'iddlatevn and I"rristurr pa" “or
the cripnled Tl plant,

Haven't vie paid enoyvgh?

I ar a special education teacher, and I have worked wi*h and tapeht
rany children with cenetic discrders, It is a sad and frustreting thirr
te soe, Have you ever spent any tire vith on anencor“a]i ar ricraco~4ali
chilad? T“e/ haye very riniral brafn tissve, Thay dn not spesl or va'i, They
4o preae ane are totally dopendent upen cthnrs for their core, This is a
terrible heartache for the prrents, and the heartache 17s%s 2 li‘etire, Is
it werth the profits to create this Lind of future nnrera*1~n? v hyshar/
end 1 beth have rraduabc dearces, ve are fror ‘arilies of rinist ers, prets,
artists and doctars, lo would love very ruch %o raise a child in a levine
and stirulatine environrens, i1 ve hava a nuclear habv? 1 have learned
frer: peopla vho vnr%cﬂ for the nuelear industry that anpnCﬂﬂha11 and
ricrocephall are the rafn diserdors caused tv raciation, I sincere! 'y hope
{:u wi!l rescarch these disorders and Cecide 1€ yeu think the risk is wersh

.



I ar not an expert on radiation, lior am 1 an expert on energy or
ecrnornics, There are rany peeple vho de Lnow a creat deal aheut these fields
anc 1% 1s ry hope that serehov I wil] be able to rake rysel” heard to these
people sn that they Lnow the hunan side of the story and do not eco o*”
"half=cocked" with an enercy or econenics plan that can destrey the people
vho are the core of this and any nation,

I'y field of expertise is teaching, I try tn build future ceneraticns,
My fob s hard and I do ry best to do 1t vell, At tires I ar extrerely
frustrated that the werk 1 2m doino for future cenerations can all be
destroved by creedy o““icials whe can ant see tevend their recketherls,
It 15 ry hope that sarehow I w111 be able to insti?) in the children |
toach 2 sense of resronsibility and rersal henesty se that {4 they survive
long enoush to help run this country soreday, they vil1l run 1£ with a
sense of vhet 1s cond for huranity, and therefore oend for the country,
Levever, in the ridst of ry vorkine I feel a sense of cespair vher I
think that these children, whe yeu may call "ouinea nigs”, or "strtistics”®
ray die of leuleria btefore they reach the ripa 01d 200 of 20,

I shall try to be op*nristic at this point, althouch 1¢ is difficult,
Perhars ve can tum this around, Many forrer woarkers in the nucleor field
have leoled honestly at the decurents recardine daracas deone by nuclear
enarcy and they have taken a reral stance, and have adritted they vere
vreng to aver support such @ nenstrosity, They have enearcd therselves
to c¢itizens lile myself in dring this, Althouoh their mistales are soricus
onos, they have turned and rade very herecic atlerpts tn step this tefere
it destroys more of this werld, They have stenped playine the grre of
n~er and pelitics, and instead cliosen rerality eand truth, U411 you please
de the sare before 1t is ten l2te?

Legislate that no utflity shall ever acain have the license te kil
that has been civen to ther by the Price~/n“ersen Act,

Start a carpaign for enerqgv conservation, including cutbacls en
useless electrical davices, and providing econoric tenefits fer these
vh0 use less electricity,

Stress that the federal and state grvermrents put rore meney inte
the research and use o solar pover,

Step the censtruction of 211 new nuslear enersy plants, Clese dovn
211 plants that have a histoiy of accidenis and/or safety vielatiens,

Cerand that the utility crrpanies, and not the taxpayers be respensitie
for the darace they have dene, Provide ne governrenta) penies for the
rassive expenses of this accident, Perhars the utility corpanies will
voluntarily tum avay fror nuclear enercy, becruse it {s too expensive,

Open un the top-secret files and educate the citizens atout the cdancers
that are lurking in thefr Loch yards, Tale an henest Yoo at these
cocurents, Is nuclear enerny reclly safe? lMine, .. then show us the derurents
2s preef, 17 4t 1s not safe,...take on henest Yook ot these decurents yoursalf
tnc carefully consider vhat your stance is- Malie vour decision and live
wizh 1t,
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I ar as'ing you to give the citizens “air and henest ansvers, ile are
not persants o€ Medieval Eurere vhe voauldn't understand or ¢en't dosoryna
to lrn\. we are steckhaldars in this cevernrent called a derccracy, Free
vhat [ have Yearmad in the reay vesrs of Aericm Hif‘nry. ve are tn have
A sav, Cithar tha histery bor's vuere Tvina, and v actua?y Yive in a
Totalitarian secioty, or the Hstary of this erntry has hoen a stery of
ren anc verer beilding a coumtry vhere nconlin con have a s'v.....nw1y te
heve the present dev eecverr c'*t dostravi; g 4hat,

If you a1l car't rale » percenal resnerse to rysel® and other
people of this country, rale it a rnint to respond to thesa ‘ssues ir
your next batch of carmaion {22005, And nlease spare us *he pudlic
relatfons bullshit, Read ry Yo tor *gﬂin and respond te the “cclines
behind the werds, I need ansvars, and I need henest enes, M'eny cther
citizens in this country are *s'1nr for the sare thines,

Arc you a roral persen? Oc you trv to refse yeur children reraly,
and with 2 sensa of dofne s h: is best? Then Tonk care®uyily a2t veurself
and vhat you stand “or, ‘ale veur loefsiens in covernrent reflect ¥au
and your telie®s, Say nr to corruptien and bie business central, Perhens
there is so rmuch cerruptien that one cennresiran or conavessyAran can't
rake a difference, That is vy I ar sending this letter te en rany of
you, You arz2 the only enas vho can rate a differonce, lle are tryine,
but horestly den't knevr if yeu are lis*enine to us,

Are you listening?

Sincerely,

Y)Cuu"ff 6. wle?/et
| Nancy B, llenqar
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