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%< Battelle

Pacitic Northwest Laboratories
PO. Box 99
Richland Washington L .S.A. 99352

s, 145-8878
July 3, 1980

Mr. Donald E. Solberg

Fuel Cycle Research Branch

Division of Safeguards, Fuel Cycle
and Cnvironment

Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop 1130

Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr. Solberg:

Subject: Review of Program - Experimental Criticality Data
for Code Validation (Fin. No. B2094, TD0-777)

Criticality experiments with steel reflecting walls were completed with
2.35 wt% 235U enr'ched UQ, rods in water at a water-to-fuel volume ratio
of 1.6. A photo -eady copy of the report cov. ing the experiments on
multiclusters of 2.35 wt% and 4.31 wt% <3°U enriched U0, rods in water
at the 1.6 water-to-fuel volume ratio was transmitted to NRC Document
Control for publication and distribution.

The experimental assembly is currently being modified to permit measure-
ments being made near optimum moderation with the steel reflecting walls.
These experiments are scheduled to be completed during July.

A chart indicating the spending for the current month and the total spending
for the fiscal year to date is enclosed.

Very truly yours,

[

'
-4 4N 4
N F

S.R. Bierman, Project Manager
Criticality Analysis

SRB:1t
Enclosure

cc: Mr. Richard H. Odegaarden A
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1. MAJOR OBJECTIVES

Tha procurement of e«porimontal criticalivy data for use as confirmatory bench-

mark type dets in criticality assessment of fuel element shipping CusKs.

2. PROJECY COSTS
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