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Washington, D. C, '' Pt ** * 8 ; 19.1.6
~

Resp:cifully referred to .

Congressional Liaison
Nuclear Regr.latory Com. *

..

I would appreciate a "

review of the matter de-
scribed in the attached *

letter. Please send me
an appropriate report and
return the correspondence.
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. WASHINGTONTAP) -The chemical'* " Although nu lear energy is still in its exposed to small amour.ts of naturalc
cxplosion at a nuclear fuel reprocessing'' . infancy, the industry has a good safety radiation, some experts fearularger
f;cility In Richland Wash., Js likely to <rrecord, with few cases of exposure and . doses could cause birth defects and can-'

b:rJ up the debate over the safety of no fatalities in commerical operations, cer. .'- . ~ 'm.v::m .mr." ..N + + s <*

gy Last year; nuclear energy provided un. . . Critics. worry about. accidental re,
. ths U.S. nuclear powerindustry..- a;le-pders7 per cent of. the nation's, efec. ' leases of radiation at any step duringEight workers at the Hanford Nuc

.

~ tion efter the explosion Ibtonda~y Inside%tricity. It.ls expected to grow to 28 per .the long fuel-handling processa M . ....Er Reservation were' exposed to'radl
i cent of the produced electricity by 1985. c After uranium. is ., mined from- the

c
o "glovebox." a small, sealed com. . 'The U.S. Nuclear. Regulatory Com. earth, it is packdd in fuel rods, usually

_

.

as a mixture with ceramic . materialspartment through which, workers.,usey mission and.. environmental groups
rubber gloves to handle radioactive ena? rdiffer over.thd potential hazards from , covered with ' steel. .They ace trans-

i M.- 1 Ported, usually in trucks.. to nuclearwhrm 4Fy e -the growing Industry./ terials. T '

decontaminated' '* Critics and ' supporters. generally plants..They travel the highways again
-

- 'y Six . workers were
and sent home. while two others were . agree a reactor.. composed of spaced after they are used for disposal or repr.
still in isolation undergoing washings to Oclusters of fuel rods. could not create a ocessing.n .~4 -im t- ? * c': . '. ,f*

remtve radioactivity an official said. nuclear explosion, which requires the The Hanford facility. operated by At.
Two r.urses who-work at a medical fa. . slamming together of very pure atomic tantic . Richfield for the. Energy Re.
cility at the plant also weretwashed andf% materials a m6. - i ,.. . ,e search and.Developcnerit .Adminis-

.

+I tration, has both..reprofessing andems .

returned to work immediatelyAOsly:ab w u.n
em-Il amount of radioactive materlaM Mcgitics feanan unHkel.y , co m* wasta disposal activities. $ :.:6 rmm.~

1:aked out of the remote buisding wher.e,,. bination of malfunction 4. accidents or . , nc Critics fear . exposure. .could. result
..,.,,,.g. . 4. w . . . . ..,

. sabotage.could cause a reactor core to
1 melt and break through its containment from highway 'or processing accidents.
.(e2Pthoush thb 11 t in Ive

- . . ./ natural disasters or terrorist sabotage.
-nucteer reactori the mishap may touch., structures.. . .. ,' radioactive ' To datei nuclear accidents have not-

. .-

cff a new;round of-demands for safe- : fuel. and Waste products vaporized by 'resulted in calamaties or mass public L
guards at all nuclear installations, in-- .their own' heat. cou!( spread ' through , exposure to radiation Industry leaders f
cluding both chemical facilities and the c the air and reach thodsands of people, point to the record'as proof.the safe-
,nearly five- dozen. commercial p ants.now producing power from nuclear 1s '. depending on local geography and guards are working.' |; . 7,"..'; . _ / y

; .. ptics claim a disaster wil(- , strikeweather.v o.nd.itions.. Whi.le everyone isc ..% . m ..u win o.um..
.Ske

t <- pion myuummeresseween,siangoc__.-_..m
.

, J ,y . ,q.s,'..5%:.
yyQ Q, n ;,...-. . - . .c--

W N . ,% g.5.{
.y|p.'** pf g .f.x;6 \y Q :., .yL pg. v , qp*

4 t. .

. ' ..W . h p @ e g r e,. .g . p ;. g ; . , +.; p .v. .wg.q..

. . . hlb.3hN.h NMhn.tbN . t b w . h J. 4 , [ ' g .y '. y g .f
.

W y ., -- .---w i
- - J :0W * V' "''' " - + dsventually, and the safeguards 'are not i f'"it said breeder des"gns should empha, could *not be transferred direcily to Ws. ' 9 *

* ~ -
>

foolproof.. . W' panel'of 'dN. $ h8f28 pmvis{ogs for the contaimment of ter. Instead, the temperature of its core-'Sirenwhilel' a d
r

atomic. stfety,,has . told the. NRC ' ~lt. . mm popularly known as ..would be controlled-by the circulation' > ~ 1*n
sh:uld consider.the possibility'of a dis.9- re-catchers." whose function would of molten metal, scdium, which would ! %-

astrous tecident in designing the experil ."be to catch. notten fuel and scatter it, then pass the heat on through ' metal ,

rn'ntal'.* breeder ^. reactor'' of the future ducing its nuclear reactions and prg . walls to. water in a separate circulation S-

Aftir nearly. two years of review E I 8 "c8pe- : +-wf & e .. q , system.
'

,, 4 ,,y j.+ *

Advisory' Committee of Reactor' $a:the avimumntal groups lo~ng have What the environmentalists fear'IE a '";O
guardArgreed' with supporters:of.the warningnthe. breeder reactor .;Ioss of coolant" accident that..wouldfe- ^
breederc prograinJtliat the chances. of. u drpose .a- rnelt.down hazard :that . let a reactor core overheat to.the point

* ~
" but ' the could. expose the public to dangerous . that its fuel would warp or melt, bring-

auch c1 disaster;are nmote. day,'with .7tion, although conceding the . Ing larget amounts of fuel together and
.

sernruittee said.nobody.could s

cess ch an accident;. appear .generatin'g even more heat. . * 5 ? -' ., ,, .:
certainty that it could not occur ,'re'p"o$

~..
Th) committee concluded;in a '" 9' W M N ' M 61' .

P O '' SW'' 'l i"~~

a pmens euld ~ |!circulated Afonday by the NRC; designs r#'The'co''veiitiona[niclear react' ors in '~~
1 d

-n
f;r th> proposed: Liquid .. Metal. Fast . today's atomic 1 power pbnts use ur?' $n' r 'p
Breeder Reactor.should consider the. . nium fuel rods to heat water and Th " *
possibility of. malfunctiona ,thate.could , duce steam to drive'electic gene, to$ n'ot b

~ ' ' ' '~

'

a e to Ugum at any way a - -

cuse th3 reactor core to melt..', ''m # +>"+ ; y e,
Th3 mport.said attention shoul[lM;{turbinei/'p*'o*s*Mr"e'eder Ye'acl[r w 65 ~y t[ ** ""**I **tThe pro

]

flven to two possible results of a melt.|/. nuclear reactions. powerful enough |to... use: plutonium 'astits fuel, resulting in tective ene!0- Er ''

,wur.th2 chance an explosion cpuld re-' . . . W:ttwr O.W.cr n.
t. blasting open the reactor and its.. turn an unusable type of uraniu into.- Still, "the c'ommitt' e 'c'o'nc'luded/ th'ere

.~
~- ~ - " '

Juilding and releasing radioactive ma. more plutonium it could- e

crials, and the alternative that.without duce more .new;i' atomic #actuall
,

e uEer ainty about .!fuel than
!Kploding the melted nuclear fuel could burns Jupi. earning its breeder nick- * * # " '** # # " "*NY
mt up (cough to burn its way7through ^ name.' ~ "*" * W-. would behave to make it a good idea to, . . . ,

:arriers and release ,radth that. * But" thel 'rEfe'r' Teadthr' ' uld as a pa the"-
b

W*t 19tifhwMr;3. .f,d .g a_ tag ,gtemper,a,tures. so high its ha b er ~ . -- r~
n .n.. m.u. w - . . u.~ m .~ ~.,t=.w n',a n w :-

...

y r.;'. y .. * ..y

y.v,3 ;|m. %,~ . x ,x- ~ |n... ~ .f||.$h5'?y$ffk.| .T),*I

-

-, . .ey :a.c n . e . . . y a ~. .. . : r.,

D .. $ $ ?? Y W . h h: Y. N'>

o.. & $$, $o ?m$$ &agr.N$, &e wh.a e.&m .-
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WB 76DD Mis & h .
W,im m., .f 4. . ; Nopenghose:p[roceedings ano examme ;med|.

. ,g
d4 c fett and , cepsmsf .j#U

-

Da N .

.ther,envirbamental f imprat "dtendoit lg .the NRC to, hear the new licensing rdBqhrdi(ASLB)ihis'been4 appointed by
'of f radl

}j ~ ,g,j,[,]g .ily News s.,taff.w. t,it ..g.)
.

. G Active . waste'disposalJAt.Mi j;.s y .

c. . , y, , M fhfntis I f enentir.l.1MiUq., M'//T Od
a l {. $ se!'0 .'obilgedL to:, consider 4 energ .rcor9rif " ryation alternatives to'the p,lanti shd j'Ae,a91rskatep.)thefA$b',)kave

,

.

(NRC) los( round hre'e 6f,'thei
d

react 01 eafety questionsi' X jshhierd and Ian ponents;untilimanuev' rings 16' keep,h h6 Id ,.e

g f ''dustplant. ,bnder;,consfruellon':an [thd, |nd'he )I ' ppdalb er' st ' tied sho nt)n '

""'

r d eunfettered bf pohintially,,peva the'Suprem4 Court,(whic .g|arey * r
until thulice 't6quirementeTre d6! '

, 79 hD. e is rict of of a Co'u p. p ,g, hs e[tivd
p peals hangefu, sed,both, parklts )r,

.

,t ga e a | I, .

g .J. extension. b L ,the ,effqctlyeh6ss,sfcond ' cept:Initheinpfellate fxtension'refusa adela .in cotisfruction'ht least antil De.4
a r

.:of%It' hes,m6re lega thari practical bearing...icom rilf it'losei,lte case beford'the!
j Ju, .21.decl40ns that questlog N3C Il .(The .NRC' Issued, kn August ile i licy & AS LBa Th4' N RD , figuFes .,it' tan .' bolfe'd

-

;,, .2,Verno,n V ,ccedinlid Ih,Midt),r;d an4,gj5 ,. . .
At Midland. the quast. judicial..three,iconstruction and operation approvels.~' i

..:ce jing pro i!

(appellatefdecisions' requirements.'abMposa(l enoughibt,then td.hllowddts
%,.i t state' ment settingein inotioneall thdILthe. npironn'tentalImpact of wesM

. ,. .Lga*
'

y.
e, ; s now, o , y,o
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de c lor' quest rt .3, b'k'.s 01 em 8 c up 6 rt.' i 'tyl hg s .

fuel repdoce sing: plants have been*yjt. The appellat6 !5didn Ionf t
'subjbet of.estvironmentallnfpact is' , Thursday . removes,.one,argumshi @

gg" tg*gg g. ,,h i J-
r us

. matter of policy it was not a godd Idelt
hd .t6~'go:hhead::witit the,(ASLU ' thow , h [J,

.

e rnentt'. for' ;niere (th6n ' two; years, Verment Nankee; the .othet 6tillt
s '

I have.been.' denied interintilicensthg IVed;ln the. appellate..dee sioni y
R

't

}

,

Pe,use hearing (on eonstrucil6n whil '
d Newgork stat 6; federal (appeeld Cons'u.ttsr6 have.been using agains.t the' both NRCiand CInsum' era dreic' 'l 'lo
sc' the e neerta i le , Ibiht t

. I ikv he t in a g
6 ;a,h u an om.

.h.a 9;n.iatt,.tr;g,:qi;j.urned*Ni'. i /

Consumbreghave . Menfpr6C 'und/ptions.jThb NRC,ils|golhd erkuedithe N bhad-, , h.yya, nkee (Vefinidnt gg
vppellit6

,. v 7, :.ving' b
. Juileilletl6h16 )ffn' Clistry','.tne' ChIcedoIeU/ adt,wlthlthObolicy; statement form thd,ASLBe'iisd eed.wlth)'hd. Ill

'

fng,d the case'y %hd'6acce6sfullyr
ental attorne >cens4 questlo'n'sh' Mi4iU!f ks '.ilurse an'd.tAlkingLtoJthe Justice

k Its arg})U3'.{{ ' Vefmo;wb 'did was;say; we agre(njhlth
'ue against Midland:lleens .''i9 t

m6nt ab6,?.Q
ppeal',tolthe B i!All.utlan

'tagain < asked ithe ANRC Friday 'to* M'- 1
n %:-) M nt. Yankeb','Fdald 'Jddd' Bacon . shut ,down 'c6n6ttuction here' the con 6'J.M''.'ansumers is.*d

e Courty
t urner ta l.'

;

|the ALB decision on constructioit ponsumers attorney,; lit its'te' quest. to 's
lake with the ap^g1 y[d,ecisl6nh;?|gg4'.

'

,,"..h''/ r(c[pellatec,c.; :y. q.,p4 yj,3 ;. ,
i

J thq NRC to delay the ASI.B and the cod ." j ,.:4, J g p
_

- - * A h, it 7 nna ....,s .. ... ., _ ,.;;, _,j,, d.4. , .,:ij[. td preparing a, petition to appeal to, ,
- t ; g + 1., 'a. ' f y ,1 .

.
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,,,,..,. g g q. {u u,aever, are now*
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m. icsWaste:DsbatE
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,2
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r.

of the debate c,ver whether Michigan is seeIT SHOULD BE made clear at the outset ' government testing stations in-the eastern
.

. Y Lt
-

.

lected as m' dump site for atomic wastes that- Washington and Idaho deserts, and quite an-;.
,

thaissue is notwhether the wastes go here or [ lated regions such as Michigan and buother to transport it,t'hrough h'ighly popu-i.
.

ts Ohio, NewYork or anywhere else. It's no ~ near, cities that, besides their own residentry it? '
,

Michigan's nuclear refuse than it is for Michi ;more right that another state accommodate'' attractthousandsofvacationistsyearly$
s.4

'' ' '
'

..

states. As long as the nation is committed togan to provide an atomic burial site for other i sprinkled along the Lake Huron shi. . Thi sitNidentified'Sbiichigan$f[r aN I~

.

.re frortr"

nucleat power production and other peaceful ', site ava lablein the northeasieni U S "(bAlpena north to Rogers City. The "best mine"
, ta be wastes that will have to be put some f' tract' owned by U.S. Steel east of Rogers Cityiand mintary uses'of the atom, there are going.A storage of'nuclearivaste's su'pp5sedly isod 3

-

. r the '
a

where until they lose their radioactivity--;

, hich could take u,p,to a quarter of a.milhon.S on L'ake Huron's Adagis Point. Atleast'threew

; The real @ssue is whetherthe @ technology
Black. Lake State Forest The possible th

mgp' MM M;t'line.andanother would ~;uirea'chunicof the ~f., o her sites are o' n or near the Hurna shoredysars. J.7 gge
1 r

i ,

exists to store nuclear was' es' safely..and if y, . reat ' d
t

st does, whEther. the sadustry ss capable of :,gy,,,,geg,,, gum
-

employirst that technology to ensure that ', g,,3
g,,,,,,, yg gy,,p ,,,gg.po,,,, ,y, ,,,,, s

\
, ,,,,, 5, y,,,on_ a

,

- hamstr life and the envsronmeny are .not3 s,,,e,,gg;;,,,,3, y,yg;g g,y,,, en ,g, y,,n,y,ngy_, ,,g, ,

ticulrrly encouragsng. . , . oft,f tf ps , usmp: riled:The scotein neither~ case osparT sue the Energy Research and Dg,y g,,,7,g y7,,y 3,g,gg,y,,yo ,,,;
;

evelopment"
Scientistristall are. debating whether.the . Administration unless it prepares an 'envi . ,

storage of radioact2ve materials in salt beds.. ronn' ental. impact statement on any pro-
es is proposeti for Michigan, or;under grea. posed Michigan site could be the catalyst for- '

, ' Rocky Mountain tegions,is rea,lly safe or,fgry. f sucn a dischssion. -ner .;idRep:p;u. .9,* t.ng?;:. .T.O 4$.2,Ws.
shiilds of granite, as has been proposed ; i.T

.w J -;s;.- ..h |'
. H. Lynti fondahl also says.hi will '-
. Th1re also is the problern it. shipping the!,Yintroducelegislationthis'fal!"to stimulate)

.

wastes fronitheir places of origin'to th's stor . : '

knd expand the debate; more than 30 years
'

matter in.relatively isolated areas,.such ass y policy'.'in the area ofnuclear waste storage.. age site. It is one thing to handle nuclear... overifue','regarding the] creation of public':
'

'

%

- .Q:tM , L. M,p.d.ny.p>g sty:Such a^!aw would require a storage facility;
,

.

~

;fto be certified by the Public Service ConeN *_

'. ? mission and appioved bf the Legislature?rr0
A% W Despite the Insistence of some F9DXolfi. ..

-

s'kcials 'that ." state and' local governments''1.$ k I Wur
,

]h;fe'ral gov' einment," it would be both Joltistic*E have no legal authority to iegulate the fed. - \kY' ~ '.+ 4
*

Ncally and, tactically difficult-for ERDA to -j .

- :
*

h.iniertide bdtirthe PSCandthe state's legis .\.% h,

y '

&.lators % c) & ,U,tc'. Q. y
,

; .' ' Y|[,iN;w.l
pb ... _.I 2 mn . .. .g

J.b b N .searg. , 4;n_l f
.

_ f,f Michiga?rcould tura.to the public's benefityy
_

-

L ot.Jiu,,c[ganstorageJ t,esdL;

..

7 ' ,

t

[
S.o4+;.g.ac.M4W,/Jondah!M.G**Q.6yet if,it spurs the' liirid of re;examinati'ori of.Ec /REelleys.3 .,g. o.. .. .
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