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Dear Mr. Cederberg:

four leiter of iarcn 19, 1;76, o Chairman anders, which enclosed the
March 8, 1976, letter from is. Mary Sinelair of Midland, Michigan,
rngarding the Midland Plant udlt‘ 1l and 2, has been referred LO me
for reply. Ms. Sinclair expressed her concern rezardiing thne desizn
of toe .Jidiand Plant in lign. of tue fire walca ocswred a

at the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant, and the allegations made recently

by tnree engineers wno resizued Linelir posiLions wW4ith bae General
Electriz Cozpany. Specifisally, 3. Sinclair requested blueprints
of the electrical circuitry for the Hidland Plant.,

Preliminary layout drawings and scn aclcs for the elsctrical circuitry
for the Midlana t are included in Chapter 7 of
- -

Plan
Ym Padk .y mal il ”
Safely analysis Repor

. . - -
ort for the Mizlari Plant. 7Tais rerort is availab
for examination in the Local Public Document Room establisaed at tne
Gragce Dew Memorial Library, 1710 4. St. Andrews Razd, in tne City of
Hidland, Yichizan, We ¢o nol have fidal desizn drawinzs for the
Migiand Flant electrical and inscruzentatlion circulbry at cals tine,
Sucn drawings will ce submitted by tne applicant in conjunction wita

our review of the Final Safety analvsis Report for tae plant, now
tentatively scheduled for submittal auring the summer of 1977. These

drawings will be avallable for Ms. Sinclair and her enzineers to review

at that tine,.

As Ms., Sinclair pointed out in her letter, tne Browns Ferry fire

did reveal scme deficiansiag In thas dssizn of the Browns Ferry units.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission estzablished a2 Special Study Group
within a few days after the Browns Ferry fire to examine the circum-
stances surrounding the fire and to make recomaendations to the

Commission for possible improvements. The results of the Special Study

Group's effort were publisned in Feoruary 1976 as a document entitled,
"Recommendations Related to Browns Ferry Fire," documenti nuaoper
NUREG-0050. A copy of this document has been forwarded to all Local
Public Document Rooms and Ms. Sinclair may examine the report at the
Grace Dow Memorial Library if sae desires. Should Hs. Sinclair wisa
to obtain her own personal copy of the report, it is available from
the National Technical Informaticn Service, Springfield, Virginia
22161. The cost for a printed copy is $5.00, but a microfiche copy
may be obtained for $2.25.
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Basically, the report of the Special Study Group concludes that the
probapility of disruptive fires of the magnitude of the Browns Ferry
fire is gquite small. The report does reccgnize that improvements can
be made in fire protesation for nueclear plants, nowever, and recoxmenda-
tions are made for additional efforts in the areas of fire prevention
and fire control, and for desizn measures to liamit the potential
consequences of fires, In tnis connection, tne Nuciear neguiatory
Commission nas oeen reviewing its criteria for fire protection fo
nuclear plants and, in tne nesr future, we expect that revised eriteria
will be issued. The proposed de3zizn of the Midland Plant will be

previewed in 1izat of tange ravizaz oriteria and such zltepztions or
improvements in tne design as may be indicated to obtals fmproved

fire pravestion, Ffire c**f**l, an3 sansequence limitinz lavout wiil Ue
made . actions taxen in tnis rezard will ve zade a par:t of tae pucli
record and ~ill be avallable for s, Sinclair's inspecticn in the
Local Publie Document. Koom in Mialand, dicalgan.

™

The allegations regarding aucleapr plant sde by Lhe thnree
engineers wno resizneg froa tne uenera Company, a3 weii a3
those made by the engineer Wno resizne Nuclear Regulatory
Con,LaSJw:, lave been tae subject of publie ings held by the
Joint Cormittee on Atenle Epers £a an haz ueen 2xanined
in n=,t1 by the Nuclesr 'y Jemmission staff and eacn nas peen

respondad to on the ﬂ"blic rﬂeor4 4 oo*plﬂtp copy of all the allega=-
tions and tne results of the staff investigation of each has Deen
forwarded to tne Local Pudlic Document Room in Midland., These documents
are available for study by Ms. Sinclair.” In essence, wnile the
"pevelations" alles=d oy cthese four individuals made great prass

copy, no suostantive issue was raised of wnich tne staff ana the
industry iad not been aware.

we recognize that nuclear plant designs are not perfect in Lue sause
that they guarantee absolute safety. Absolute safety probably is
unattainable just as other affairs of life cannot be guaranteed witn
absolute assurance. ionetheless, the present designs of nuclear
plants are "safe" in tne ordinarily accepted meaning of tae word.
The concerns raised by those individuals who resigned are largely

in the realm of matters whose resolution might wake an incremental
improvement to plant safety. If it is deteraine. that changes are
necessary to assure that the public is not exposed to any undue risk,
such changes will be applied to tne Midland Plant, just as to other
nuclear plant designs.
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I cannot address specifically Ms. Sinclair's allegation that

Mr. Jonn darris nas "deliberately lied" about the siting of tne Mid-
land Plant since sne has not identifled any specifics. However, I
can assure you and is. Sinclair that, while she may not agree with
decisions tnat have been made, such matters have seen handled in
accordance with tae regulations under which we operacve and

in wiab
we considered was the public interest, Should Ms., Sinclair have

specific matters sne wisnes us to investigate in this regard, I would

be pleased to initiate such an investigation, but I must first have
some details with which to werk.

1 trust that this information will enable you to provide a responsive
reply to is. Sinclair.

Sincerely,
-~ Ve wOSSICK
pxecytive pirector for Operatioas
un:los.‘r :
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