Heonorable Philip A. Hart
Committee «

to your letter of May 18, 1971, concerning
of the Saginavw Valley Nuclear Study Group

ou the ARC regulatory staff in the Midland
Plaat cemstruction t preceeding. Your letter inquires im
particular as to the stetus of the staff's reply to these
fnterrogatories.

As you have noted, the interrogztories exceed 300 in number.
(The exact sumber is 33%.) formal objections filed with the
presiding Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, the staff has
requested thet the interregatearies be disallowed on various
srounds, iocluding the undua bur that would be placed om the
staff, and a failure on ths part the Saginav Valley Mucleasr
Study Group te make an sdequate ing of need for the informa-
tion imvelved. 1In erzl snd writtea preseatations te the Board,
the staff's pesitien with respect to thsse interrogatories has
been supported by Lhe applicaat, Consumers Power Company, and
by the Dov Chemical Company, asmether imt.rvemor im the proceeding.

The preciding Board has met yet entered a 1 order ruling om
the staff'e objections. By three interim orders, however, the
Beard has directed the staff te respond, subjéct to some limita-
tiens, te twemty-eme of the interrogatories. staff is pre-
pering amswers ia sccerdsmee with the Beard's im orders.
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