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;y , Gentlemen:
'

,

'M , ' !This letter is'in response to John D. Kinneman's letter dated January 23, 198% .

d. and the Notice of Violation attached to his letter;as Appendix;A.- !
' '

JI have. reviewed Mr. .Kinneman's letter and the Notice of Violation with the ha >
,

i Chairman of the' Radiological Safety Committee.and Mr. . Robert Jarrett, USDA's,

' Radiological Safety Officer. The following actions have been or will be taken ",'

to correct the' items identified in these documents. ,

c' U'nidentified Source - Watkinsville, Georgin
'

. Mr ~ Jarrett' confirms that on-June 4,1987, the unidentified source at
Watkinsville, Georgia, was identified as a 2 mci RaBe source procured 'in 1958 ,

'

by G. G.xWilliams. This source has been leak tested on 10/02/87, 02/23/88, and'
09/16/88. The resultw of. these tests show that the source is not leaking.

' Under the provision of condition 12' A(3), this' source is excepted from periodic '

leak testing.in|that~it'is in storage and not being used.. This source will be.
< leak tested before it.is transferred to another person or put1back in use,

D unless it .has ~been' tested within G months before 'the date of the transfer .orL.
'V use.'

;s

JAction to'be taken'

r+ , .

.

.To' locate radioactive materials that may be at a facility and not !i --

'

', 'included in the USDA inventory, a letter will be prepared and sent within'

60 days to each responsible user of radioactive materials. This letter |

J will identify the inventory of radioactive materials charged to the >

responsible user and request that they verify the inventory. They will ;

be asked t'o provide modifications as necessary to make the inventory
accurately reflect the r adioactive materials in their work areas.

'
,

Management of the Radiological Safety Program
'

Action to be taken

The Radiological Safety Committee and the Associate Deputy Administrator, - -

for Administration Management, Dr. A. H. Nies, are conducting an
evaluation of the Radiologien1 Safety Staff to determine if there is a> ,

need to modify their operational procedures to insure compliance with the
'requirements of the license and to determine the scaff's ability to meet

its commitments.
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Action to lie ~taken: ;

,
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y4 , % LThe protection 'of the computer records is being reviewed:and corrective
''

'' *

Q[@?;.
.

-
, " ,'

actions; will' be taken toiinsure.. with the funding restrictions, thatlthe -
j e'b' . data willibe' protected.L I have had two computer experts on my' staff c

%
.f evaluatelthe' problem and they will provide recommendationsion.how best to f

'

'6 protect'the data within130: days. i-
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n .L Item ; A of Appendlx;A ~
. m*; '
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"2 |We'have1 reviewed the security problems identified in.violat. ion A and concur > M
^'

F 'i.| W : tylth the evaluation 'made on _ page 2 of Mr. Kinneman's letter. in that the items - 7 A
' , "y;L were relatively inaccessible-in the facilities and, because tho' entire ,

,

facilities, are considered " controlled" to general: access', they were not' y> . - <-

5 S ' p'' . relatively removable' by unauthorized individuals.
.
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," fWe believe the~ Berkeley,icalifornia,-facility. cited is'in the USDA' pacific
. 3

<

Southwest Forest |and Range Experimental Station. However, this' facility is not- 'c*

approved: for; iodine-125' and does fnot have ~ any of. this radioisotope in; storage .>
, m

in a greenhoitse. The facility does have p-32 waste being stored in|a<

<E| greenhouse for decay.~.' Based upon'the citation, we contacted Dr. C.'S.:Kinlaw i" "and'she informhd us that since the NRC inspection'the greenhouse has'had a lock'

g ,

;' installed and the laboratory lock has been re-keyed. The key to the laboratoryd,
- .infaccessible' only to members of her staff and the building manager.' All .<.3.

,

containers of radioactive waste in storage are labeled as required'by 10 CRF- ',

A ,c . part' 20. . s

. .

,

ed" The room'at the Water Conservation Laboratory.. phoenix, Arizona, in which the<

M '' 100 millicurie source of cesium-137 is installed has been equipped with a lock ,1 y(,:e. Eto. prevent 1 unauthorized removal of the, source. l

n a u.
;,,

Action'to be taken
1

, -

Y _,; .

y TCinsure that the radioactive materials are secured against unnuthorized--

i

4 removal, we will ' recommend that self-closing doors and automatic -locks be ''

mu f ristalled on rooms where radioactive materials are used or stored and, if
fk. ' keys are.used, they u an the master key, system.' Also,' storage and'.

E, 4 waste containers mus ,antedJin" secured rooms where the radioactive
s

'

materials are tised or b ured to prevent unauthorized removal.'

. Item B. 1. of Appendix A
,;
,

,
- '\e, 'l *

[.

p '1 W' 'An inspection of this facility was conducted by a: member of the Radiologien1
,

Wf . , . . Safety Staff in November 1988. "
94 ,

)
a L Item B. 2. of Appendix A

_

'

y . ' c

,. % n. , ,

lit is not possible to provide > detailed information on the actions taken at the
J G:s

~ ,

M ~~
.. facilities identified, as there is no indication of the individuals involved. |
Mr. Jarrett has been unable to identify any person at these locations using the !
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;. N . 7equilment that had not' beenICommitt eb approv'e,di Dr.'Nakhyama at the Waterf N

i

$ @@(h% | Conservation Laboratory 7n phoenix,; Arizona informed Mr. :Jarrett that he wasN N " Junable to locate /(during the inspection) copies.of1the Committee. approvals'and.'
?yY ";~ this may be.the leason the location was' listed as'having-unapproved' users,

N : sf>,' flocated the approvals after the inspector.left the facility, . Mr. Jarrett'(He :
'

~

'

? informed me that: he showed Mr. Jensen cop'ies' of the: approvals for the people 'ot
.

'x
.;b phoenix during hishinspection of the Radiological Safety Staff. 4'' ,

ky. .i
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S Item'B. 3. of. Appendix 1AJ . y .

d. ,,s -.
,, ,

e
d. .. ,The 100 millicurie cesium-137 sealed source at 'the Water Conservation"

? o|Laboiatory in Phoenix, Arizona, has had a new label attached as required.-J s ,

,* +y
"'G 11 tem C''of.AppendixLAs - '' , A

'

. a
T

,
.

y, ( <,

Gi^ The. Sparks,1 Nevada,- facilit'y has been provided a copy'of the shipping. I

f/
~

. instructions for nuclearfgauges' developed by the Radiological Safety. Staff.,
' ' !;$(/ TheseLinstructionsprovidefdetails,onpackaging. labeling,'~ preparing, shipping

' papers, and other requirements of DOT. '

>

4. 4 , ,
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M ,, ' jiltem D. tor Appendix,A- 3-
'

> "
s

- - Details on USDA's- procNdures for approving responsible user at a facility was
't," . discussed'with Mr. Jensen.during his inspection. At this' facility'there'was a. f. ' 4

personethat had been approved as an independent user of' gauges at another
[g location,fand he was' replacing a person that had retired from the Gilroy^

4

Lfaellity.i
.

hen a new responsible person is approvedi we require that they- ,';We

/ . : submit aTnumber of' things, such as. a sketch of'the storage = facility,' training , n

y p(h , @ theyNil1 provide nindependent users of the gauges,1 training. they will- provido: I^
p ?? Jtransporters of',the gauge, emergency procedures,t eak test procedures,l -;u,

[ 4' b"
o security [etc. e Untilt this material is obtained, we do not approve the new 'y y-

& person as the responsibleiperson for the location; however, they may already be E
,

.

Q. approved as"an independentcaser'of gauges. Thisyinsures that the material.will. ,Ir . ,

' i ft be sent;ihowever,'it may result,Jas.in the case of the'Gilmore facility,:in a.i

|V , V period,when there in officially no responsible user at the site. .During this'
,

[ y}y -
' period the1 Radiological / Safety Staff maintains records on'the location that .|

s y sinclude:L leak test,, inventory, personnel exposure, approver Lusers, . etc.gI
.

[Q dtem"E.' of Appendix Ay ,

,y % ,|:, n y "

N- The items ideritified were 'obtained' by a person whose employment was; terminated
fM t> and while we wer'e informed that their inventory was properly disposed of, it is E

',

Wt . A apparent that it was not.
]-gy- p' ,

,

y ,x ,g i;,. Action Taken jA
s

;,,
' ' 'These items have been added to the inventory of another researcher'at .

f p ' t this- facility that is approved to use electron capture detectors. !

z. ,
,,

.
. ]

The computer program that allows a person to be removed from the activei-

' '

list of approved users, now checks the inventory file and if the person j,

Z has any inventory of radioactive materials the program will not allow the |
person to be removed. !
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D" i 4 11 Every' person thstlis approved'to use, radioactive mater'lais iseissued a copy"of,
Q W 4 h 1.the Radiological Safety Handbook?and a modified NRC-3fform. .The Richard D.. '

d (4 ' N Russell Research Center in' Athens,-Georgiaichas-16 persons' approved to use'
'k. J radioactive materials"and,- during the inspection of thisifacility by the : '

g
. ''

%jf;(g fM e

hdiolo' ical SafetylStaff; it'~has been confirmed |that' the facility has'n number ,

''

.e _ y o -
c; -

,:
. ' y)

,jgy+ y ; f -the Form NRC13 posted 'and. the, researchers have' copies of. the handbook'.: - *

,mc ; . v.
,

A . t' y w ' Action'to'be'taken'' "
~ ,.

- ;g.
' 'J

s , , , . . , n J. ,
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,
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-m;p y. <y
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, . . .. , e ,

..
b, .et,

,

.

, . . .
,

a - g

%ymy, _ . The Radiologicall Safety Staff is p;nnnind to~. send copiesiofithe'currenti ~s *
"

g,? Form.NRC-3.with its inventory'verificationtrequest within'the next'GO.' W
,g" h M days'tofall approved responsible users.of radioactive materials.
ci ,1 -

-, .
.

,
,

4 y [7 ; , \_; As stated:above, all locations that^have. approved user / have copies of , * 'J
,

?@ f, the handbook. This handbook is 'being, updated'and,' when , approved, will:b'. e a

%FG .

V. rsent,totallLapproved,usersland to'any. person approved'to use radioactive* materials. V ',
.. *W

['h
#j

,

M '

. A 1ptter wili^be: prepared.and sent to each responsible user,' that will t '
'

,3g contain Mr.DKinneman''sfletter'and; Appendix A. 'Thislettervillidentif[*
c1. f , , . g . .the items |of noncompliance nnd'a request .that: the' users determine if T

Y.s -y#Mg their use, receipt, storage, : transfer,, posting,' an,d shipment ~of x
,

~

4 radioactive materials ,are in complianbe and; if:not,. they arc to correct >
.,

,/
1

i
'

thesitemsLof noncompliance. -

e ,-
C

' ''
'

2 .9o; .g w; >
!

~

m /
,

'

hih dthatseiding$ hemat.eriS1describedabovew'illbringtoithe ~[ dDIt'isLbblieve'

% ((violations,and will, resultLin their reviewing: their wa, storage,13
'

attention of.all ~ responsible users the'itensiidentffled by NRC inspectors'as- *

9 transporting, T"7
Ay . transferring of radioactive materials.. This combined with ' the ' increased : 4 ff$ monitoring for. these items' during inspections'will result in full compliance. by .

^

g

[ .7une,1,-1989.
'

'
'' *

$~
,

[,
. , . 1 ''

.

'

., -

; "It' would be; appreciated iffin your future correspondence regarding facilities,',

g, the facility description would include the Agency involved. USDA often has.s
'

.
i more. than one facility using? radioactive materials in a given city and from . <

,

(S
* your: report we'are unclear as to the which facility is being cited.,

4
. ;

If.. additional information is needed, i t will be furnished ;upon request.'

-
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