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Congress of tije Wniteb 6tates at;r;r;;'
-

!

Wouse of Representatibes

Washington, DC 20515 f
September 27. 1989 i

t
'

Director
Office cf Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Comission
1717 H St., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20555

Re: James L. Ritchie
Smoke detectors--hazardous
waste

Dear Sir:

Enclosed you will find a letter I received from a constituent
of mine. Mr. James Ritchie, who is concerned about the possible
emissions of radioactive material f rom smoke and heat detectors,

it appears that the Nuclear Regulatory Comission has ruled that
smoke and fire detectors centaining radioactivity are exempt from
regulation under pre-emptive rules, it appears that this matter
concerns my constituent very much.

I am writing to "equest an explanation of the ruling by the Nuclear
Regulatory Comission. Any information you can f orwa rd to me
that would help me formulate an appropriate response to my
constituent's concerns would be greatly appreciated. Thank you
for your help in this matter, and if I can be of further assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact my office.

With best personal regards. I am.

Sincerely.

.

WAl.TER B. JONES I
'

Member of Congress

WBJ:Pec
Enclosure
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Sert: ster 18,1M9

lThe nn:railo T,1 tor 3. Joner,
241 Cann r. hiliins, ,

"lachin ; ton, % I;515 i

Dear !!r. Jones:

I am encloring two letters . hi:h I beli2ve are : elf en;10,natery. One
written to the Carteret County County !!ana er, and the other n reply
fron tv. Jin ?!artin resard. Ass the cano ,cabject.

L

I would like t reiternto that the radioactive material used in the
s=o:te detect::: 1 u:ually X5:3IC~,m 241. Thic naterial has 1 life o f
475 years / half life. O_,gg mil.t en of this material e=its,1102
alpha ;*rticle: ;er ninute! 3ers are ;r:babl:' aillions of these
detector: 11: ::ed of thr:ush rublic lud fill areas per year.

'Vith rsterance to Jin Maryi/s letter, please note that ap;arently
the 'J.O. '. aclear 3egalatory Cc~-4 :: ion e:cenytsd :noke and heat detect-
ors fr:n ret 1 resent (0) for di ;o::1 a: "ha:nrdeu !!aste".

I am c:aeernad that tith thi tyro 14::::a1 (land fill arer.3), th t itith
milli:na of these unito di: .osed of in 9thi: manner, that as the containct
for the rniica:tive natorial 1.ateriorata:, then there vt111 to :evere I

water conte.:ination in esd ?,reund the land fill area (s).

In vie.7 o f the e,bove, I believ) that the ITRC should be a;;.reache d to
change their rulins on those it3== and rem:f re that they be dis;oced of
as ey other radioactive natter is.

2e. * rer: nal re;arde. -
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enc ltr to County :fgr
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

E' RALElGH 27603 8001<

JAMES G. MARTIN
GoVERNCR September 12, 1989

L

i

:

Mr. James L. Ritchie
' Route 3, Box 180-R
! Newport, North Carolina 28570 |.

|: o

Dear Mr. Ritchie: i
i

I Thank you for your letter expressing concern over the j
proper disposal of radioactive material contained in smeke ,

and fire detectors. In our society today there are a large |
number of household products containing a wide varioty of ;

1potentially dangerous substances.- I am pleased to see ou*
citi= ens, such as yourself, concerned enough to investigate ]
things that they can do to protect our environment. !

/k Devices containing radicactive material can be properly
.tposed of by returning them to the manufacturer or shippingT t

.< m to a radioactive waste disposal facility. __However, it !e
,

4 ggyt be noted that most smoke and_ fire d,etectors containing_~ l |

( | racioactivity are exempt fggm_regu,lajL.pn under preemytive_lt
(,i|

7| rules. As a resuU.S. Nuclear Regulatorv Commission (NRC)
|g

these devices may also be legally disposed of as normal
p?

trash. The NRC originally approved this exemption based on j
their determination that the benefits of such safety devices 'j
far outweigh any risks asscciated with their likely disposal
in normal trash. !

)
'

I Should you wish additional information regarding the
| disposal of radioactive material, I suggest you contact i

j Dayne H. Brown, Director, Division of Radiation Protection, |
1 Department of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources, i

P.O. Box 27687, Raleigh, North Carolina 27611-7687. Mr. |

Brown can provide you with specific information on how to j
;

contact radioactive waste disposal service companies and i'

otherwise assist you in the disposal of this material.

|

'

|

|
|
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Mr. James L. Ritchie ' ,'

September 12, 1989
Page 2

I appreciate your taking the time to bring your concerns
to my attention. I encourage you to continue to work with us
to make your government work raore effectively to meet the
needs of our citizens. ,

Sincerely,
'

..

iJames G. Martin
/
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f Mt. 3, Son 1SC-R,
i 'Me':tport, 50 20570
) Aucust 14, 1989
n

Mr. Een %ndley,i'

Carteret County Henn p r,
Courthou.a.e Squere,
Benu tort !!C 28516

'

3

. Denr Mr. 71nf. ley:

I nu advising you o f n problem concernin e- dictoral of a radica:tive
Ct.tcrial. The unterial ic ceveral nicrocurios of ATCEICI'vH 2hl, bettar
Ic10 :n as .. 2hl , ;ti th s. li f e o f L75 yeare/hd f li f e, on a -1111 grr o fthis :atoFlal onita 2. tilld on al;ha rarticles per ninuta!! nic race--

tetivo untorial 10 centaineet in mcke and host vinrnin!r cysteno in '.he
Overage ho=e.

I contacted coverd crcanizations that are cor.nocted W th the CatoretCounty L vidfill on Ribba Road. Ih one tas able to sive ne aa naswer no to
w dispeciti IXC'IPT the Car:ere: County ." re Marrhal. He adviced me-

that "fic to the infinitesinal DJ..ount of rndion0'ive .?.atorials, to " toss"
the unit into ny garbase"13 2 Untert:nately, I havo to t.sacree uth
his " advice". A fevr thoucc.nd units tossed intr the lantlfill? Darbase clows..
Ia view of the above, I ca contacting the State Division of hvire aental
Mnnacenont, and the Fodor G Environental Protection Agency. Canies
Of thune lattern nre ,11:0 hein; enhnitted' te a c ncornad office in 3s".e. fort.
Ken . I vJ f e n t ' n t -M e"S a.9 th a "1?.ro "v .hd " '.Tas not an elec:31
pc 1 tic:, i;h:.t cu etet interviewint- a ' onice: .cn t. Iither thic, or r,tlocat o.ko Oct.-d.n 'N Tttels a et2c itinna.1 :: urao on diccond ::'rudioactive inte'.al( c).
Sir.cu rtly,

3

I

JAMES L. 7.I CE

. JLRtig

cc DW
GF

J. Merris (CH),

| J. Mar:in (state)
i |
|

1
i

!

|

|

| .


