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Mashington, BL 20513
September 27, 1989

Directer

Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatery Commission
1717 H St., NN,

washington, D.C. 20885

Re: James L. Ritchie
Smoke detectors~-hazardous
waste

Dear Sir:

Enslosed you will find a letter [ receivea from a constituent
of mine, Mr. James Ritchie, whe 15 cencerned abeut the pessibdle
emissions of radicactive material from smeke and heat detectors.

It appears that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has ruled that
smoke and fire detecters centaining radieactivity are exempt from
regulation under pre-emptive rules. It appears that this matter
concerns my constituent very much,

| am writing te ~equest an explanation of the ruling by the Nuclear
Regulaiery Commission. Any information you can forward to me
that would help me formulate an appropriate respense 1o my
constituent's concerns would be greatly appreciated. Thank you
for your help in this matter, and if 1 can be of furtier assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact my office.

With best personal regards, I am,

S1ncen1y.! E

WALTER B. JONES
Member of (angress
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Tackiztea, OC 2°915

Dear !'rs Jonent

I an eaclordn: twe letters widic: T bteliave are selfl explamatery. Cae
written to the Cartaret County "‘u.. ty Manater, and tie other a rerly
frox Jove Jim Martia regariiag ‘he came subject.

T would like t2 redterate t:at ilhe raidosctive naterials used 23 *h
200 fetectors 12 umally L™ ..u. This materisl has a2 1ife of
475 years/hal? 1ife. .*;P of tiis material emits 7 il lon
al®ha =articles =er ziautel ers e -r:’.a~1" sillions of ihese

dotectars U o30d o0f theough -udlie 1and 212 areas =er Year.

s n."o-vco s Jia K&rna’z letter, -lease note taat am~areantly
the UeSe Tuclear Regul: tory Com=izxion nwwtad soke ana heat Zetecte
ors {rom M'-'.*.re..ont( ) for i ossl as "hazardcus vaste',

T am ccaceraed tiat iin thiz ty-e Lovosal (land £411 arecns), that with
milliong 22 these units Mencgel o7 lathi: zaaner, that as the coatalaer
for the r-.doective zaterial ateriopates, thez there will be severe
vater contozinatiss 43 s34 arsund the land 2411 areals).

Ta view 57 the atove, T Tellevy tiat the NRC szould de a:mroacnad
chaage t.eir N..iag :n those ‘.*.a—e a2d peeuilrg that thevy be i:-osed of
as any cther radioactive aatter is,

Ze ~ersdaal T 3Aris.
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1ty frm Gov Martia
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
RALEIGH 27603800

vAMES G. MARTIN
GOVERNOR

September 12, 1989

Mr., James L. Ritchie
Route 3, Box 180-R

Newport, North Carolina 28570

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Thank you for your letter expressing concern over the
proper disposal of radicactive material contained in smcke
and fire cetectors. In our society today there are a large
number of household products containing a wide variety of
potentially dangerous substances. I am pleased t0O see our
citizens, such as yourself, concerned enough to investigate
things that they can do to protect cur environment.

Devices containing radicactive material can be properly
sposed of by returning them t2 the manufacturer or shipping

. M to a radicactive waste disposal facility. _However, it

_ .-t be noted that most smoke and fire detectors cContaining_
_zﬁt‘ggg£¢v1tx are oxemp;_j:gm _regulaticn under preemptive

U.S. Nuclear Regu atorx_ggggiigign (NRC) rules. As a result,
these devices may also be legally dispos.d of as normal

trash. The NRC originally approved this exemption based on
their determination that the benefits of such safety devices

far outweigh any risks asscciated with their likely disposal
in normal trash.

Should you wish additional infeormation regarding the
disposal of radicactive material, I suggest you contact
Dayne H. Brown, Director, Divisicon of Radiation Protection,
Department of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources,
P.O. Box 27687, Raleigh, North Carolina 27611-7687. Mr.
Brown can provide you with specific information on how t2
contact radicactive waste disposal service companies and
otherwise assist you in the disposal of this material.



Mr. James L. Ritchie
September 12, 1989
Page 2

1 appreciate your taking the time to bring your concerns
o my attention. I encourage you to continue to work with us

t0 make your government work niore effectively to meet the
needs of our citizens.

Sincerely,

James G, Martin
JGM:1lpl
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Mr. Hem Windloy,
Carteret Councy Manacoy,
Courthouse Square,
Benufars, MNC 288518

Desr Mr, Windley:

I am advisiae vou ot

A nrodlenm concemine deroral 0f 2 radicantive
metorial, The material is seveyps=l microcuries of MMTRICIVM 241, bestar
metn as 241, Wtk s life of L7S vears/hal? 1ife, dne "illizras o

-~
-8 g
-
~

this zatofial e=its 2 hllion alwha »srticles per minutadl Tia

2“.1(.:'..-
aciive natorial 43 containea in mecke and hes=t varnine gyetemn in “re

avierage howe,

I contacted ocoveral crgonizetions that are comnected with Lio Calrtaret
County Lanc#ill on Mibba 3oad, U2 ona vaz able to zive me aa snzver ag to

ddsnoral « ZXCERET the Carseres County Fipre Marshal, He advized ne
that "do t9 tho imfinitssimal anount of radloactive matorials, 4o "42s83"
the unit into my gurvsage’ill Uns seinately, I bBave to dizagree itk

hisz "advice", A few thouscn: undts tossed inss the landfill? Dasbase 32uwse.

In view of *he above, I am contacting tha State DAvigion of Taviromental
Manasemont, and the Tadaral nrironental Protsction Amency, Conies
Of thune latfers are 170 “ains sit=isted so 1 censarmod offler in lenafost

2

Ken « T wisrest *1nt whawmas shg miMag ‘fagshal” as 2ot an elecsad

N -
Peritics, $hut cu otart 4nterTiowine i ronlagoment, Tither twaic, or at
least usxo sartadn e attenls o educatiasas snuen0 on disnosal of
FarSaactive atoriadls).

Sincarely,

JAMES L XT3
JLR:lg
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Je Merris (CTT)

Je Marzia (State)



