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RPRELIMfNARY' NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE-PHO-III-89-67.,Date October 20, 1989' l

U f_. 7.,e
;

$Th'is'preliminarynotificationconstitutesEARLYnoticeofeventsof.POSSIBLEsafetyorpublic. |hi;terest significance. :The. information is as initially received without verification or i
L evaluation,' and is basically all that is known by the Region III staff on this'date. |s, -

h Facility: St. Louis University _* Licensee Emergency I
t 1402 South Grand Blvd. ' Classification:.: ''

W St. Louis, MO 63104 Unusual Event i
"

x,t . Alert !

License No. 24-00196-07 Site Area Emergency,

. General Emergency
.

3'"

.I
-i' X Not Applicable,

m ;

(Subj:ct: ERROR IN THERAPEUTIC DOSE CALCULATION !

On.0ctoberjl7,c1989, a 71-year-old female patient with uterine cancer underwent the first' '

f of three weekly brachytherapy treatments. The treatment involved the use of an iridium-192 ,
Tscal:d source, w
?The. prescribed dose for each treatment was 600 rads, for a total of 1800 rads over the
| thrn-week period.

;

d(October 18,the'radiotherapytechnologisttoldtheprescribingphysicistthatthe-
bykatment time for the 600 rads on October 17 seemed longer than normal. The physicist
trecalculated the dose and determined that an error in the treatment time had been made.. The 't

? patient had received 1200 rads rather than the prescribed.600 rads.

A-revised-treatment piin has now.been formulated. The patient will receive'only one more 'l
.tr;atment of-600 rads, Thus, the final administered dose will still be 1800 rads.

=The patient's attending physician was notified of the error. The licensee does rot expect 1
-any> significant clinical effect due to the error. '

Region III-(Chicago) will review the cire m stances of the event during a future special
' inspection.-

The. State of Missour.s was notified. '

TfR;gionIIIwasnotifiedofthiseventat5p.m.(CDT), October 18, 1989. This information is
s current as of 11 a.m. (CDT), October 20, 1989.
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F. S./eA?CONTACT: R. J. Cantano Mallett i

FTS1388-5721 FTS 388-5612
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DISTRIBUTION:?
y HEADQUARTERS OFFICES

9 Chairman Carr. INRC1718/CARRPN) . NMSS (1NRC0506 & ,
/CommloRoberts. INPC17.18/ WRIGHT)' 1NRC0304/NRRPN)

, '

(Comm. Rogers. INRC1718/ VAN'CISE) GPA: SLIP (INRC0304/SLIPN)
.Commi Curtist INRC1718/CURTISPN). GPA:PA INRC02/0PAPN)-

E ED0 ' . . INRC1718/ED0PN AE0D NRCRM/AEODPN) !
Gen. Counsel' 1NRC1516/0GCPN *0lG NRCRMP/01GDW) '

NRRE INRC1112/NRPPN ASLAP NRCRMP/ASLAPDW) i
*

GPA:CA INRC1718/0CAPN .Research NRCRES/RESPN)
' '

INRC1718/GRIGGS)i .

icEnforcement' (1NRC0708/0EPN).-

'

. REGIONS'
'

' MAIL T0: FAX T0:
' Region I- NRCRI/RIPN)- DCS (Orig.) INP0 [,

'LRegion'Il NRCRII/RIIPN) DOT (Trans. _ NSAC-
{2 Region III: NRCRIII/RIIIPN)'' Only) LIC . '

' Region.IV '(NRCRIV/RIVPN)' NRC UP3"UR/42 N 2 - 12 *
,

;
RegionLV ' (NRCRV/RVPN)- PDR (8/634-3343]]L '/2w1- nsf

'

CDenotes-a Displaywriter/PC not an IBM 5520 Tenninal.
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