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The Honorable J. Bennett Johnston, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development
Committee on Approprigtions

United States Senate

washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the infcrmation of the Subcommittee are copies of Federcl
Register notices of a proposed update to the Commission's Weste Confidence
gecision and a proposed rule to incorporate the Commission's revisec Tindings
into 1ts regulations. At the time ot the Commission's initial Waste
Confidence Decisiun in 1984, the Commissiun stated that it woulc review 1ts
conclusions at least every five years until a repository tor high-level
radioactive waste and spent fuel 1¢ available. This is the Ccmmission's first
review and update of that Decision.

As explained in the proposec Decision, the Tocus uf DOE's repositury program on
Yucca Mountain as a result of the Muclear Waste Policy Amendments Act ct 1987
makes it necessary to consider the possibility that this site will be found
unsuitable, and that DOE will nave to find and characterize anothzr site for
the first repository Consecuently. cne of the Commission's findings has been
revised to indicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at least
one mined geclogic repository will be available within the first quarter of
the twenty-first century. Due to continuing advances 1n ¢ry storage of spent
fuel and safe operating experience with both pool and dry storage, the
Commission also proposes to revise its findings to reflect its confidence that
if necessary, spent fuel generated in a reactor can be stored safely énd
without significant environmenta] impacts for at least 30 years beyond the
licensed 1ife for operation (which may include the term of a revised license)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or at either onsite or
offsite independent spent fuel storage installations. This would perrit a
generic treatment of the safety and environmental impacts of post-operational
storage if a utility were willing to upgrade an operating plant sufficiently
to meet Commission requirements to renew the plant's operating license tor an
additional period up to 30 years.

The enclosed Federal Register notices would allow 90 days for pubt'ic conment,

Py

Dennis K. Rathbun
Congressicnal Affairs
39101701732 8205 0ffice of Governmental
POR  ORG GFZ and Public Affairs

Enclosures: (\(ﬁ r
1. Federa) Register Notice on NRC'¢ . A"
~Waste contidence Cecision

K Federal Register Notice of
Proposed Amercrent

cc: Senator Mark C. Hatfield FULL TEX AS(C
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The Honorable Tom Bevill, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Weter Development
Committee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enciosed for the information of the Subcommittee are copies of Federal
Pegister notices of a proposed update to the Commission's Waste Cunficence
decision anc a proposed rule to incorporate the Commission's revised findings
into its regulations., At the time of the Commission's initial Waste
Confidence Decision in 1984, the Commission stated that 1t would review its
conclusions at least every five years until a repository for high-leve)
ragioactive waste and spent fuel 1§ available. Tnis is the Commission's first
review and update of that Decision.

As explained in the proposed Decision, the focus of DOE's repository program on
Yucca Mountain as a result of the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987
makes it necessary to consider the possibiiity that this site will be found
unsuitable, and that DOE will have to tind and characterize another site for
the first repository. Consequently, one of the Commission's findings has been
revised to indicate that the Conmission has reasonzble assurance that at least
one mined geologic repusitory will be available within the first quarter of
the twenty-first century. Due to continuing advances in ary storage ot spent
tue] and safe operating experience with both pcol and dary storage, the
Commission also proposes tc revise its findings to reflect its confidence that
if necessary, spent fuel generated in a reactor can be stored safely anc
without significant environmental impacts for at least 30 years beyond the
icensed 1ife for operation (which may include the term of a revisea license)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or at either onsite or
offsite independent spent fuel storage installations. This would permit a
generic treatment of the safety and environmental impacts of post-operational
storage if a utility were willing to upgrade an cperating plant sufticiently
to meet Commission requirements to renew the plant's operating license for an
additional period up to 30 years.

The enclosed Federal Register nutices would allow SC cays for public comment.

Sincerely,
/

Dennis K. Riéi;:n

Congressional Affairs
0ffice of Governmental
and Public Affairs

Enclosures:

1. Federal Register Notice on NRC'¢
Waste confidence Decision

25 Federal Register Notice of
Froposed Amendment

¢c: Representative Jchn T. Myers
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The Honorable Philip R, Sharp, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Power
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
washington, D.C. 2051%5

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee are copies of Federal
Kegister notices of & proposed update to the Commission's Waste Confidence
decision and a proposed rule to incorporate the Commission's revised findaings
into its regulations, At the time of the Commission's initial Waste
Confidence Decision in 1984, the Commission stated that it would review 1ts
conclusions at least every five years until a repository for high-level
radicactive waste and spent fuel is available. This is the Cemmission's first
review and update ot that Decision.

ks explained in the propused Decision, the focus of DOE's repository program on
Yucca Mountain as a result of the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987
makes it necessary to consider the possibility that this site will be found
unsuitable, and that DOE will have to find and characterize another site for
the first repository. Consequently, one of the Commission's findings has been
revised to indicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at least
one mined geclogic repository will be available within the first quarter of
the twenty-first century. Due to continuing advances in dry storage of spent
fuel and safe cperating experience with both pool and dry storage, the
Commission also proposes to revise its findings to refiect its confidence that
if necessary, spent fuel generated in 2 reactor can be stored safely and
without significant environmental impacts for at least 30 years beyond the
licensed 11fe for operation (which may include the term of a revised license)
of that reactor &t its spent fuel storage basin, or at either onsite or
offsite independent spent fuel storage installations. This would permit a
generic treatment of the safety and environmental impacts of post-operatioral
storage if a utility were willing to upgrade an operating plant sufficiently
to meet Cormission requirements to renew the plant's operating license for an
additional period up to 30 years.

The enclosed Federal Register notices would allow 90 days for public ccmment.

Sincerely,

%‘f/
Dennis K. Rathbun
Congressional Affairs
Oftice ot Governmental

and Publiic Affairs

Enclosures:
1. Federal Register Notice on Nk(L's
Naste Lonfidence Decision

2. Federal Register Notice of
Yoposed Amenament

 ec: PRepresentative Carlos .. Moorheac
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The Honorable Morris K, Udall, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs
United States Mouse of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr., Chairman:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcormittee are copies of Federal
Register notices of a proposed update tu the Commission's Waste Confidence
decision and a proposed rule to incorporate the Commission's revised findings
into its regulations, At the time of the Commission's initial Waste
torfidence Decision in 1984, the Commission stated that it would review 1ts
conclusions at least every five years until a repository for high-level
radioactive waste and spent fuel 1s available. This is the Commission's first
review and update of that Decision,

As explained in the propused Decision, the focus of DOE's repousitory program on
Yucca Mountain as a result of the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987
makes it necessary to consider the possibility that this site will be found
unsuitzble, and that DOE wili heve to find and characterize another site for
the first repository. Consequently, one of the Commission's findings has been
revised to indicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at least
one mined geologic repository 4111 be available within the first quarter of
the twenty-first century. Oue to continuing advances i1n c¢rv storage of spent
fuel and safe operating experience with both pool and dry storage, the
Commission also proposes to revise its findings to reflect 1ts confidence that
if necessary, spent fuel generated in a reactor can be stored safely and
without significant environmental impacts for at least 30 years beyond the
licensed 1ife for operation (which may include the term of a revised license)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or &t either onsite or
offsite independent spent fuel storage installations. This would permit a
generic treatment of the safety and environmental impacts of post-operational
storage if a utility were willing to upgrade an operating plant sufficiently
to meet Commission requirements to renew the plant's operating license for an
additional period up to 30 years.

The enclosed Federal Register notices would allow 90 days for public comment.

Sincerely,

/-/}'M[
Dennis K, Pathbun
Congressional Affairs

Office of Governmental
and Public Affairs

Enclosures:
1. Federal Register Notice un ANRC'S
~Waste confidence Lecision

%5 Federal Register Notice of
“Proposed Amenanent

cc: Representative James V. Hansen
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The Honorable John B, Breaux, Chairman
Subcommittee on Nuclear Regulation
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, D.C, 20510

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the infcrmation of the Subcummittee are copies of Federal
Register notices of a proposec update to the Commission's Waste Contiaence
decTsion and a proposed rule to incorporate the Commission's revised findings
into its regulations. At the time o7 the Commission's initial Waste
Confidence Decision in 1984, the Commission stated that it would review its
conclusions at least every five years until a repository for high-leve!l
radioactive waste and spent fuel is avaitlable. This is the Commission's
tirst review and update of that Decision.

As explained in the proposed Decision, the focus of DOE's repository program
on Yucca Mountain as a result uf the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of
1987 makes it necessary to consider the possibility that this site will be
found unsuitable, and that DOE will have to find and characterize another site
for the first repository. Consequently, one of the Commission's findings has
been revised to indicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at
least one mined geoiogic repository will be available within the tirst quarter
of the twenty-first century., Due to continuing advances in dry storage of
spent fuel and safe operating experience with both pool and dry storage, the
Commission also proposes to revise its findings to reflect its confidence that
if necessary, spent fuel generated in a reactor can be stored safely and
without significant environmenta! impacts for at least 3uU years beyond the
licensed 1ife for operation (which may include the term of a revised license)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or at either onsite or
offsite independent spent fuel storage installations. This would permit a
generic treatment of the safety and environmental impacts of post-operaticral
storage if a utility were willing to upgrade an operating plant sufficiently
to meet Commission requirements to renew the plant's operating license for an
additional period up to 30 years.

The enclosed Federal fegister notices would allow 90 days for public comment.

Sincerely,

Pl WA

Dennis k. Rathbun, Director
Congressional Affairs
0frice of Governmental

and Publrc Affarrs

Enclosures:
1. Federal Register Notice on NRC's
Waste confidence Decision

s Federal Register Notice of
Proposed Amenament

. ams Comatar Alan K. Simpson




September 26, 1989

The Honorable J. Bennett Johnston, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development
tommittee on Appropriations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr., Chairmen:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee are copies of Federal
Register notices of a propused update to the Commission's Waste TorT1dence
Bcision and a proposed rule to incorporate the Commissiuon's revised findings
into its regulations. At the time of the Commission's initial Waste
Confidence Decision in 1984, the Commission stated that it would review its
conclusions &t least every five years unt1l a repesitory for high-level
radivactive waste and spent fuel is available. This is the Commissior's first
review and update of that Decision,

As explained in the proposec Lecision, the focus of UOE's repository program on
Yucca Mountain as a result of the huclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987
makes it necessary to consider the possibility that this site will be found
unsuiteble, and that DOE will have to find end characterize another site for
the first repository. Consequently, ore of the Commission's findings has been
revised to irdicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at least
one mined geologic repository will te available within the first quarter of
the twenty-first century. Due to continuing advances in dry storage cof spent
fuel and safe operating experience with both pool &nd dry storage, the
Comnission also proposes tc revise its findings to reflect its confidence that
if necessary, spent fuel generated in & reactor can be stered safely and
without significant environmert:! impacts for at least 30 years beycnd the
licensed 1ife for operation (which may include the term of a revised license)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or at either cnsite or
offsite inuependent spent fuel storage installations. This would permit @
generic treatment of the safety and environmental inpacts of post-operaticnel
storage if & utility were willirg to upgrade an operating plant sufficiently
to meet Commission requirements to renew the plant's operating license for ar
additional period up to 30 years.

The enclosed Federal Kegister notices would allow 90 days for public comment.

Sincerely,

Dennis K. Rathbun

Congressicnal Affairs

Office of Governmental
ang Fublic Affairs

Enclosures: DISTRIBUTION:
1. Federal Register Notice on NRC's Central File
Waste Confidence lLecision Reys
2. Federal Register Notice ot 0GC s/f
Propoced Amendment 0GC r/f
R&FC s/f
cc: Senator hMark 0. Hatfield STreby
0CA

: CHA: WCRG/0GC — :0CA

:§Treby W7 : g
19/ /89 19/1//89 : ; , : :




September 26, 1989

Ihe Honorable Tom Bevill, Chairman
cubcommittee on Energy end Water Development
Conmittee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for the information ¢f the Subcommittee are copies of Federal
Register notices of a proposed update to the Commission's Waste Confidence
decision and a preposed rule to incorporate the Commission's revised findirgs
into its regulations. At the time of the Commission's initial Waste
confidence Decision in 1984, the Commission stated that 1t would review its
conclusions at least every five years until a repusitory for high-leve|
radioactive waste anc spent fuel is aveilable, This is the Commission's first
review and update of that Decision,

ks explained in the proposea Decision, the focus of DCE's repository program on
Yucca Mourtein as a result of the Nuclear Waste Pulicy Amendments Act of 1987
makes it necessary to consider the possibility that this site will be found
unsuitat 12, and that DOE will have to find and characterize another site for
the first repository. Consequently, ore of the Commission's findings has been
revised to indicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at least
one mined geciogic repository will te available within the 1irst quarter of
the twenty-first century. Due to continuing advences in dry storage of spent
fuel and safe operating experience with both pool and dry storage, the
Commission also proposes to revise its fincings to reflect its confidence thet
if necessary, spent fuel generated in & reector can be stored safely and
without significant environmen*tel impacts for at least 30 years beyond the
licensed 1ife for operation (which may include the term of & revised Ticense)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or 2t either cnsite or
offsite ircependent spent fuel sturage installations. This would permit a
generic treatment of the safety and environmental impacts of post-operaticral
storage if a utility were willing to upgrade an operating plant sufficiently
to meet Conmission requirements to renew the plant's operating license for an
additional period up to 30 years.

The enclosed Federa| kegister notices would allow 90 days for public comment.

Sincerely,

Dennis K, Rathbun

Congressicnal Affairs

Office of Governmential
ana Pubiic Affairs

nclosures: DISTKIBUTION:
1. Federa) Register Notice on NRC's Central File
Waste Ccnfidence Decision Reys
2. Federal Register Notice of 0GC s/f
Proposed Amendnert 0GC r/f
RGFC s/f
cc: Representative John T. Myers STreby

0cA




September 26, 1989

The Honorable Fhilip R, Sherp, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Power
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee are copies of Feders!
Register nutices of a proposed upgate to the Commission's Waste Tonfidence
decision and a proposed rule to incorporate the Conmission's revised findings
into its regulations, At the time of the Commission's initial Waste
Confidence Decisior in 1984, the Commission stated that it would review its
conclusions at least every five years until a reﬁository for high~level
radioactive waste and spent fuel is evailable. This is the Commission's first
review and update of that Decision,

As explained in the proposed Decision, the focus of DOE's repository program on
Yucca Mountain as @ result of the Nuclear Weste Policy Amendments Act of 1987
makes 1t necessary to consider the possibility thet this site will be found
urisuitable, &nd that DOE will have to find and characterize another site Tor
the first repository., Consequently, one of the Commission's findings has been
revised to indicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at least
one mined geologic repository will be available within the first quarter of
the twenty-first century. Oue to continuing advances in dry storage of spent
fuel and safe operating experience with buth pool and dry storage, the
Commission &lso proposes to revise 1ts findings to reflect 1ts confidence that
if necessary, spent fuel generated 1n a reactor can be storead safely end
without significant envirvimental impacts for at least 30 years beyond the
licensed 11fe for operation (which may include the term of a revised license)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or at either onsite or
offsite independent spert fuel storage installations. This would permit a
generic treatment of the safety anc gnvironmental impacts of post-operational
storage if a ut1lity were willing to upgrade an operating plant sufficiently
to meet Commission requirements to rerew the plunt's operating license for an
aaditional period up tu 30 years.

The enclosed Federal Register notices wouia allow 90 days for pubirc comment.

Sincerely,

Uennis K. Rathbun

Congressional Attairs

Office of Governmental
and Public Attairs

Enclosures: DISTRIBUTION:
1. Federal Register Motice on NRC's Central File
Waste Confidence Decision Regs
2. Federel Kegister Notice of 06C s/f
Froposed Amercment 0GC r/f
k&FC s/f
cc: Representative Cerlos J. Moourhead égreby
A




September 26, 1989

The Honorable Morris K, Udall, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy anc the Environment
Conmittee or Interior ang Insular Atfeirs
United States House o' Representalives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee are copies of Federdl
Regi;%&r notices of a proposed update 1o the Commission's Waste Contidence
gecision and a proposec rule tu incorporate the Lommissier's revised Tindings
iy 1ts regulations, At the time of the Comission's initial Waste
o fidence Decicion in 1964, the Commission stated that it would review 1ts
conclusions ot least every five years until a repository tor high-leve)
radioactive waste and spent fue! is available. This is the Comnmission's first
review and update of that Decision,

As explained in the proposec Decision, the focus of DOE's repository program on
Yucca Mountain as a result of the Nuclear Waste Policy Amenaments Act of 1987
rakes 1t necessary to consider the possibility that this site will be found
msuiteble, and that DOE will kove to find and characterize another site for
the first repository, Consequently, ore of the Commiseion's findings has been
revised . indicate that the Commicsion has reasonable assurance thet at least
ore mine 2+ 2logic repository will be available within the first quarter uf
the tweniy-first century, Due to continuing advances 1r dry storege of spent
fue) ond safe operating experience with both pool &and dry storage, the
Commission aiso proposes to revise 1ts tindings to refiect its confidence that
it necessary, spent fuel genervted in a reactor can be stured safely and
without significant environmertal impacts for at least 3C years beyund the
licensed 11fe for operation (which nay include the term of & revised licerse)
of that reactor at 1ts spent fuel storage basin, or at either cnsite or
oftsite incependent spent fuel storage instailations. This would pernit a
gereric treztwent of the sefety ana environmental impacts Of post-operaticnal
storage it a ctility were willirg to upgrade ar operating plant sufficiently
to meet Conmission requirements to renew the plant's opereting license for an
additicnal period up to 30 years,

The enclosed Federa) Register notices would allow 90 days for public comment,

Sincerely,

Dennis K. Rathtu:

Congressional Aftairs

Office of Governmental
and Publyc Affairs

Enclosures: DISTRIBUTION:
1, Federa) Fegister Notice on NRC'S Tentral Fii.
aste Confrdence Decision Regs
2. Federal Regisrter Notice of 0GC r/f

“Fropesed Amararent ch s/1'f
R&FC &,
¢c: Representative James V. Hernsen ST;eby
C
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September 26, 1989
The Honorable John B, Breaux‘ Chairman

Subcommittee on Nuclear Regulation
Committee on Envircnment and Public Works
United States Senate

washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Enclosed for the nformation of the Subcommittee are copies ot Federa)
Register notices of a prupesed update to the Commission's Waste tonTidence
io!is‘on and a proposed rule to incorporate the Commission's revised findings
into its regulatiors, At the time of the Conmission'ts initial heste
Confidence Decision in 1084, the Commission stated thet 1t would review its
conclusions at least every five years until o repository for higheleve!
radioactive waste and spent fuel 15 available, This is the Commis=fon's first
review and update of that Decision,

As explained in the proposed [ecision, the focus of DOE's repository program on
Yucca Mourtain as & result ot the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987
mekes 1t necessary to consider the possibility that this site wili be found
unsuitable, and that DOE will have *~ tind and characterize another site for
the first repository. Consequentiy, one of the Commission's findings has been
revised tu indicate that the Conmission has reasonable assurance that ot least
one mined geologic repository will be available within the first quarter of
the twenty-first century. Due to continuing advances in dry storage ot tpent
fuel and safe upersting experience with both pool and ary storege, the
Commission also proposes to revise its findings to reflect its conTidence thet
if necessary, spent fuel generated in a reactor can be stored safely eru
without significant environwente) impacts for at lesst 30 years beyond the
licensed 1ife for operation (which may include the term of & revisec licerse)
of that reactor at its spent fuel storage basin, or at either onsite or
offsite independent spent fuel storege nstallations. This woule permit a
generic treatment of the sefety and environmente] impacts of post-operaticial
storage 1f a utility were willing to upgrade an cperating plant sufticiently
to meet Commission requirenents to renew the plant's operating license for an
additionel period up to 30 years,

The enclosed Federal Fegister notices vould allow SC cays for public comment.

Sincerely,

Dennis K. Rathbun, Director
Congressional Affairs
0ffice of Governmenta)

anc Fublic Affeirs

Enclosures: DISTRIBUTION:
1. Federal Pegister Notice un KRC's Centrel rile
Waste Conficerce Decision Regs
2. Federz] kegister Notice of 0GC s/f
Froposed Amercment 6L r/f
K&FC s/f
cc: Senator Alan K, Simpsen gTreby
LA
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