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tHonorable JoaAn Paul liammerschmidt
House of sepresentatives

Jear Mr. Hammerschmidt:

fiis 15 in response to your December 20 communication
forwarding a letter from Ms, Peggy Standridge. We appre-
ciate tue opportunity to comment on her concerns about the
safety of nuclear power plants.

The plant referred to in her letter is Arkansas Power and
Light Company's Arkansas Nuclear, Uait 1, about six miles
west-nortawest of Kussellville. An operating license was
issued for the plant in May and operation began in August.

The application te build tihe unit was submitted to the AEC

in 1J67. This application was extensively reviewed by thne
ALC Regulatory Staff and the independent Advisory CLommittee
on Reactor Safeguards (ALKS) and a public hearing was held
before permission was granted to build the unit. Througliout
construction, the AEC conducted inspections to assure that

tae plant was being built in compliance with AEC requirements.
hese inspections continue throughout the operating life of
tae plant.

Before the operating license was issued, additional reviews
were conducted by thne Staff and the ACRS to assure that
pliant operation would not erdanger public health and safety
and would pot nave a major adverse impact on the environment.
As an iandication of the scope of ALC reviews and tae safety
features required for nuclear plants, we are enclosing a
copy of the Regulatory Staff's Safety Evaluation on the
project. A copy of tae Final Envirunmental Statement also

1s enclosed.

Partly as a result of this close regulatory scrutiny by the
ALC, nuclear power plants have acnieved an outstanding public
safety record: with well over 200 reactor years of operating
experieance in commercial nuclear power plants, no member of
the public and no plant employee has beon injured or killed
in a radiation-related incident.
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We do not suggest that nuclear power is without risk, but

we do consider it "safe" in the normal sense of the word.

In fact, a draft study on reactor safety published last August
concludad that the risks from nuclear power are indeed smail,
and in many cases smaller than many other man-made and natural
risks. These include automobile aad aircraft travel, fires,
rexplosions, earthquakes and hurricanes. A copy of a Summary
Repcrt of the study is enclosed.

We wish to assure Ms. 3tandridge that the attention given
nuclear power safety in the past will n.t diminish in the
future and that the new Nuclear Regulatory Commission, which
takes over shortly the regulatory responsibilities of the
AEC, will continue to provide a high degreec of assurance
that public health and safety are being protected.

Sincerely,

(signed) Jozseph J. Fouchard for

John A. Harris, Director
Office of Information Services

Enclosures:
1. Arkansas Nuclear SER
2. Arkansas Nuclear FES
5. Summary Report of WASH-1400
4. Incoming ltr fm Ms. Standridge
to Mr. Hammerschmidt dtd Dec. 9, 1974

bcc: OCR (3) 63180
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4OME ADIRESS:
THARM SO0, AWKANSAS

WASHINGTON ADCRESS:

409 Camreon Bu O e
Mamwuworon O C w91y
Puoss 1234301
4. Poggy Standwidae

Longress of the United States

Bouse of Representatives
Washington, D.E. 20315

1974

Decambes 20,

Cu»meu Lakeside T. P,
Russellville, Atbansas 72801

. Stauduidge

COMMITTEES:
PUBLIC WORKS
SUBCOM M TTEES
ECONOMIC CEVELOPMENT
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW
TRANSPORTATION
WATER RESCURCES

VETERANS AFFAIRS
SUMCOMMITTELS
COMPENSATION AND PENSION
HOSPITALS
HOUSING

Tirank vou fet wour trecent Cettex Cxmesscng concern about your
safely as a result of Civing near a nueleas woeet plant.
In Giat e Uncted States Atomie Encrgy C;-"nn(ssc'cu é.s charaed
Ltn weSpens el ety jot apwrov uxg tie construction and oncration
&3 auelear wowes "uULf) [ wdld contact them (‘.-'.rmcd(wtu' t te Let
tiram Thow L” HoUuT Congeut., i();, T wdll ast that L""' "';'\".;.‘Q
aptepTaie material o fou concetitena thie stiety Su‘:tmu theu
WUt to de urcluded G susi wlaits,
As so0n a3 T have a wewont, T will be back in touch weth
U
Weth best vosies jeor the Holeday Seasen,
Sncerely vouns,
- FUTVVE] TN AT T g e
JOHN P-\UL‘ HAMMERSCH: T OT
MambeY o3 Congress
JPH: wnp

be: Atomic Energy Commission
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