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rionorable John Paul IIammerschmidt
!!ouse of xepresentatives

Dear Mr. llammerschmidt:

This is in response to your December 20 communication
forwarding a letter from Ms. Peggy Standridge. We appre-
ciate the oppartunity to comment on her concerns about the
safety of nuclear power plants.

The plant referred to in her letter is Arkansas Power and
Light Company's Arkansas Nuclear, Unit 1, about six miles
west-northwest of Russellville. An operating license was
issued for the plant in May and operation began in August.
The application to build the unit was submitted to the AEC
in 1967. This application was extensively reviewed by the
ABC Regulatory Staff and the independent Advisory Committee
on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) and a public hearing was hold
before permission was granted to build the unit. Throughout
construction, the AEC conducted inspections to assure that
the plant was being built in compliance with AEC requirements.
These inspections continue throughout the operating life of
the plant.

Before the operating license was issued, additional reviews
were conducted by the Staff and the ACRS to assure that
plant operation would not endanger public health and safety
and would not have a major adverse impact on tho environment.
As an indication of the scope of AEC reviews and the safety
features required for nuclear plants, we are enclosing a
copy of the Regulatory Staff's Safety Evaluation on the
proj ect. A copy of the Final Environmental Statement also
is enclosed.

Partly as a result of this close regulatory scrutiny by the ,

AEC, nuclear power plants have acnieved an outstanding public
safety record: with well over 200 reactor years of operating
experience in commercial-nuclear power plants, no member of,

the public and no plant employee has been injured or killed
in a radiation-related incident.
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i Honorable John Paul Hammerschmidt Page Two

We do not suggest that nuclear power is without risk, but
we do consider it " safe" in the normal sense of the word.
In fact, a draft study on reactor safety published last August
concludsd that the risks from nuclear power are indeed small,
and.in many cases smaller than many other man-made and natural-

risks. These include automobile and aircraft travel, fires,
# explosions, earthquakes and hurricanes. A copy of a Summary
Repcrt of the study is enclosed.

,

I

We wish to assure Ms. Standridge that the attention given
nuclear power safety in the past will not diminish in the
future and that the new Nuclear Regulatory Commission, which
takes over shortly the regulatory responsibilities of the.

AEC, will continue to provide a high degreo of assurance
that public health and safety are being protected.

Sincerely,

f (signed) Jo::eph J. Fouchard for

1

j John A. Harris, Director
; Office of Information Services
i

; Enclosures:
1. Arkansas Nuclear SER
2. Arkansas Nuclear FES
3. Summary Report of WASH-1400
4. Incoming ltr fm Ms. Standridge

to Mr. Hammerschmidt dtd Dec. 9, 1974
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Occcnbet 20, I974 '

|ts. Peggy Standtidge
Connsts Lakeside T. P.
Rus5cLCviCle, Athansas 72501

Oca.: .\ls. Standtidge:

Tiutnh you fat yout tecent Cettet expressing concetn about yout
safeti as a 'tcsult of Civing neat a nucCeat potect pCant.t

ht t| tat t|tc linLted Statch Atcmic Enctgy Commi.ssion is citarged
. 'ith -tespensibilit o f01 apptoving the cons tiactien and opctationt

Of nucCcat 90:ect pautts, I telCC contact t!sem immcdiatcCy to Cet
them knare ej geut concein. 40h0, I :ciCC ast t!att titcy ptechic
a?.'ptoptiate "utctial f0t you conccinUtg flte 14fcty fcata'Les tjicy
tcquite te bc incCaded bt sucit plants.'

As socn as I Itave a tcpett, I telCC be back in teach telt!t
ycu.

WLih bcst xishes fc1 the licCiday Scasen,

SincetcCy yents,
~ .%w; rxr* zan~s v.wr==imw

JOHN PAUL'HAnt.'|ERSCH:!lDT
5fambc'i of Cengicss
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