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liouse of Representatives
Dear Mr. Ashley:

Your letter of February 6, 1973, to the Chairman of the Atomic
inergy Commission, enclosing a letter from ls. Xathy Kearns con~
cerning the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Plant and the safety of
nuclear reactors, has been referred to me for reply.

As you know, the civilian nuclear powver industry has an in-
pressive safety record. President Nixon pointed this out in his
Clean Energy Message of last year in which he stated, ". . . the
safety record of civilian power reactors in this country is
extraordinary in the history of technological advances. For
more than a quarter century -- since the first nuclear chain
reaction took place —— no member of the public has been injurcd
by the failure of a reactor or by an accidental release of
radioactivity.,"

The industry's safety record is due in large part to the defense~
in-depth concept applied to the construction and operatiomn of
nuclear power plants. This iuvolves high quality materials and
vorkmanehip, and safety systems designed both to prevent serious
accidents and to limit the consequences in the small chance that
they occur. The safety features built into reactors are

redundant wiich means that in the remote event one system fails

to function properly, one of the backup systems would be activated.

In dealing with a technology as complex as that for nuclear power

reactors, it can be expected that techunical and scientific questions

on which viewpoints differ will be raised. !owever, Congress

has established a regulatory program vhich assures carcful and

koovledgeable consideration of these matters, a program which

provides not only for comprehensive continuinz review by a

Government agency with expertise in the technolugy, but also for

a hearing process wherein the views of the interested public ,
can be considered in making safety decisious. Lo f
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Honorable Thomas Ludlow Ashley 2

Any application for a construction permit or operating license
for a nuclear power reactor is subjected to an intensive review
by the Atomic Lnerpy Commission's (A.E.C.) Regulatory staff
with the protection of the public health and safety and the
environment as the main considerations. A copy of the Safety
Evaluation on the Davis-Besse application prepared by the
Division of Reactor Licensing (now the Directorate of Liceusing)
of the A.E.C. is enclosed for your information and use.

The A.E.C. is also required, under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (iLEPA), to perform an evaluation of the
potential environmental impact of the proposed plant and balance
the benefits derived against possible risk to the environment.
In the case of the Davis-Desse plant, we have asked for comments
on our Draft Environmental Statement. After these are received
from interested Federal, State, and local agencies, and the
public, a Final Environmental Statement, addressine all
siznificant envirommental matters, will be prepared by the A.L.C.
and made available to the public.

Three booklets are enclosed whicn further describe the procedural
aspects of the Commission's consideration of aprlications to
construct and operate nuclear power plants, as * :11 as our
continuing review of a plant once it is in operation.

Sincerely,
Origin i By
A, Giambeszg

A. Giambusso, Deputy Director
for Reactor Projects
Directorate cf Licensing

© Enclosures: DISTRIBUTION:
1. Safety Lvaluation Docket File JYore, ASLB
2. "Licensing of Power Reactors” RP Reading E.Hughes
3. "Atomic Power Safety” L Reading JCook, DR
4. '"Nuclear Power and the Caviromment" PWR-4 Reading OCR (3)
5. Rep. Ashley's Referral 2/6/73 note J. O'Leary A.Schwencer
Chairman Ray (2)
E. G. Case
M. Groff
G. Ertter (DR#52453)
A. Giambusso
R. C. DeYoung

See Previous Yellow for Concurrence Chain
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Any application for a comstruction permit or operating license
for a nuclear power reactor is subjected to an intensive review
by the Atomic Energy Commission's (A.E.C.) Regulatory staff
with the protection of the public health and safety and the
environment as the main considerations. A copy of the Safety
Evaluation on the Davis-Besse application prepared by the
Division of Reactor Licensing (now the Directorate of Licensing)
of the A.E.C. 1is enclosed for your information and use.

The A.E.C. 1is also required, under the National Envirommental
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), to perform an evaluation of the
potential environmental impact of the proposed plant and balance
the benefits derived against possible rigk to the emvironment.

In the case of the Davis-Besse plant, we have asked for comments
on our Draft Envirommental Statement. After these are received
from interested Federal, State, and local agencies, and the
public, a Final Environmental Statement, addressing all
significant environmental matters, will be prepared by the A.E.C.
and made available to the public.

Three booklets are enclosed which further describe the procedural
aspects of the Commission's consideration of applications to
construct and operate nuclear power plants, as well as our
continuing review of a plant once it is in operatiom.

Sincerely,

A. Giambusso, Deputy Director
for Reactor Projects
Directorate of Licensing

Enclosures: DISTRIBUTION
1. Check=-List Docket File JYore, ASLB
2. Safety Evaluation RP Reading EHughes
3. "Licenaing of Power Reactors” L Reading  JCook, DR
4. "Atomic Power Safety" iCroff Reading OCR (3)
5. "Nuclear Power and the anir@nk (34 Acmmacex o afid
6. JCAE Press Pelease No. 686 Chairman Ray (2) 42Ll;:nb £§§E§;§t:fq
7. Rep Ashley's Referral 2/6/73 note pune raaLaNe,
AGiambusso ECase
. GErtter (DR#5245)
v A MGroff
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House of Representatives *N: Brown '

Dear Mr. Ashley: g: ;ﬁgﬁés“w

Flp By )
Your letter of February 6, 1973, to the Chairsah”§F The'$¥hniti 11 assume followup
Eneroy Commission, enclosing a Tettor from Ms. Kathy kearnt con- action
cernine the Lavis-Besse wclcar Power Plant and the safety of

nuclear reactors, nas been refarred to me for reply.

You may pe interested to know that the nuclear industry has an im-
pressive safety record. President %ixon mainted this cut in nis

Clean inergy Message of last year in which he stated ", . . the safety
record of civilian power reactors in this country is extrasriinary in

the histery of technological advances. For mors tian a quarter

century -- since the first nucicar chain reection took ylace == no

member of the public has been irnjurad by tie faiiure of a resetor

cr by an accidental release of racicactivity.” A copy of tic President’s
messane s enciosed for your information.

The industry's safety record is due fn larce part to the dofonse-in-
denth concept applied to the construction and oneration of nuclear
power plants. This iavolves hign quality matorials and workmanshin,
and safety systems designed both to pravent serdous accidonts and to
limit the consequences in the small chance that they occur. The
safety features buflt into reactors are redwidant in nature which
rmeans that in the remote event ona systen fails to function rroperly,
one of the backup systems would be activatel,

In dealing with a techmology as corolex as that for nucloar power
reacters, it can be exvected that tecanical and sciontific ruestions
on wiich viewpoints differ will be raisad. The {moriant point is
that Longress has establisied a regulatory progran wnich acsures
careful and knowledeeable considoration of these matiers. a ~roTran
winich provides not only for comprehensive eontinuine review by a
Governrent agency with exvertise in thoe technolocy, Lut also for 2
hearing process wherein the viows of the interesioad wublic car ba
considered in making safety iccisions. s you may be auerc, tie
Jeint Comrfttee on Atowic Eneray has recently announced that it 1s
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planning to hold public hearings on the general subject of nucle
reacter safety early in this session of Congress. Such hearincs
are positive steps which can make a definfte contribution to fmn
decisfonmeking on safety questions and to enhance public confic;
in the overall regulatory process. A copy of the press release
fssued by the Joint Conmittee is enclosed. |
Any application for a construction permit or operatine 1icers: ii
subjected to an intensive review by the Atomic Energy Cormission’
(A.E.C.) Regulatory staff with the protection of the pubiic 1.
and safety and the environment as main considerations. The ancii
checklist giving a step-by-step description of the A.L.U's licons
process for nuclear plants will give you an indication of the -
ness of these reviews. A copy of the Safety Evaluation on the "o
Besse apnlication prepared by the Uivision of Reactor Licensing {
the Uirectorate of Licensing) 1s enclosed for your revies. |
The A.E.C. 1s required, under the Haticnal Covironoentsl Policy 1
of 13¢9 (NEPA), to perform an evaluation of the potential < vire,
impact of the prososed plant and balance the Lenefits dorives &ra
pessible risk to the envirumment. As you know, in the cac. -7
Davis-Desse plant, we have asked for corments on our Ora®t ©oude-
Statament. After these are received from intarested Felora] . Se-
local .acerncies, and the pudblic, 2 Firal Environmencal Stateww g,
dressing 211 significant eavironmental watters, will be rrooapes
AiE.c. and rade avaflable to the publfc. We will send you 2 oo
tine,

Three hooklets are enclosed which further describe tha procadura]
of the Conmission's consideration of applications to constiruct o
nuclear power plants, as well as cur continuing review of 2 niznt
is in cperation.

Sinceraly,

i
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vy A. Clasbusso, Uoputy Jirector
for feactor Proierie

Jiractorate of Licensinn
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February 9, 1973

1. Mr, Hoffmann
A-2h

May w;\hqye your advice on filing the
attached tter in the Public Document
Room?

Ref: Ltr Rep. Adhley to Chairman,
27673 .
Docket No. 50-346

i

Jeanne Cook
Office of the Director
of Regulation

I/
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2. Jeanne Cook
005 Bethesda
Approved for filing in PDR.
Document not to be filed in the PIR.

-

Martin R. Hoffmmann
General Counsel
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HOUSE OF REPRESEINTATIVES, U.S.
WASHINGTON, ©.C.

SO - -) > TN - RO | | 4 &
Chairman
Atomic Energv Commission
Washington, D. C. 20545

Dear Sir:

The attached ceommunication is sub=

mitted for your consideration, and
to ask that ths reguéest zmace therein
be complied with, if possible.

If you will adviss me of your
action in this matter and have the
lotter returned to me with your
reply, I will appreciate it.

Very truly yours,

Thonas Ludloy Ashlovw

- fedinidaiaveanadense

K.C.

2802 QUI0 District.




January 28, 1972

Congressman Thomas Ashley
HYouse of epresentatives
Washington, D. C. 20510

vear Congressman Ashley:

Recently, I have been reading about the
building of a nuclear power plant in Port Clinton,
Orio. 7Tn one article that I read, it stated
vhat if an accident occured at the scite it
could péssiblly destroy a square area of one
hundred miles. This is a frightening thought.

I would like to know what federal ropulations
arce imposecd on the bullding and operations
of a nuclear power plant.

I would appreciate any information that
you could provide me with, Also if you know
of any person that I could write fcr more
information about the subject. Thank you
very much for your time.

Sincerely,
/'/2243/’.: Pt n

Xathy Kearns

248 Durbar-Yarshwa-

Sowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43603



