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In July 1974 The Atomic ' Energy Cor=ission began an investigation
at the Davis Besse Nuclear Power Station construction site as a result
of allegations presented to the AEC concerning the quality assurance
progran: for the painting of the inside of the steel containment shell.
Our inspectors found the quality assurance program in this particular

-

arca was inadequate at all icvels: the utility, Toledo Edison Co.;
the contractor, Ecthel Corp.; and the subcontractor, Bague11 Coatings.
The investigation identified 10 violations of quality assurance requirc-
ments -- these violations dealt primarily with the procedures and
documentation for the painting job, but not necessarily with the quality
of the painting itself. All 10 violations involved work performed by

-
Baguell Coatings.

*

The containment vessel is a leaktight stcc1 shell within a concrete
containment structure. Inside the vessel are the reactor and stcan
generators, along with the reactor cooling system piping.

At this time there has been no final deter 51 nation by the Nuclear
Regulatory Comuission, the agency which succccded the Atomic Energy*

Corraission, that the painting work rncets app 1f cable requirements.
.

L'udet v o tion, t.uuyled 4 th Leuta pealun.ed 'uy u vu ti m. LG puravane ,
has not shown any probica areas to date. Should any deficiencies

~ be found, there is ampic time for corrective action The Davis Besse:
plant is not expected to be ready for operation until ear.ly 1970.

.

The painting of the containment shc11 is almost ce=plete -- and
no painting has been donc 'since Deccaber 1973. After the job is completed,
NRC inspectors must be satisfied that the paint job meets specificationsand requirements for the work. Any substandard areas will have to be
corrected.

,

Before the Davin Besse plant goes into operation Toledo Edison i

)must obtain an operating license from the NRC. The utility will not
be granted a license until the facility has been completed satisfactorily.

The purpose of painting the containment walls is to prevent corrosion.
If the steel were to corrode -- over a long period of time it is possible
that the corrosion could pencerate the stccl and reduce its effectiveness.

as a leak barrier during normal operations or in the event of an accident.

The quality assurance violations identified during this investiga-
tion were reagrded as serious, -- because they reprocented breakdouns
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in the quality assurance program designed to maxicize the quality
of.the work on the. nuclear plant. Btc the actual effect on the paint.

"

job is less significant.

Any fisws that are identified in the painting can still be corrected
-- and, even af ter the plant goes into operation, the steel walls are
accessible if any corrosion should be detected.

.

As a result of the NRC investigation, Toledo Edison uas cited for
the 10 violations with the requirement that they detail what corrective
measures would be taken to alleviate the probicas. Toledo Edison has
responded to these violations, and the NRC staff has found the response
to be acceptabic.

- A subsequent inspection in October 1974 focussed on the corrective
action taken by Toledo Edison. This inspection showed appropriate correc-
tive actions had been implemented.

It is not unusual in construction jobs as immense as a nuclear power
station for there to be problems with the work in a specific arca. This
is why the NRC inspects the uork and procedu:es closely as the project
progresses -- the important thing te real'ize in this instance in that,

the NRC increcterc. cerdnr en the n".cretione, identif d ^d !" prnb'^-^and pursued the=, The URC will centinue to cenitor the painting verk to
make sure it is satisfactory. *

During 1974 inspection teacs from the NRC regional office in Chicago
performed 10 inspections at Davis Eesse -- and each of these inspections
lasted scveral days. This inspection effort will intensify as constructicn
nears completion and there will be many more inspections before the plant
can be approved f or an operating license.
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