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Dr. Peter A. Morris, Director ;
Division of Reactor Licensing

United States Acozic Znergy Co=z=ission
Washiagton, D. C. 20545

TG ("\r“‘ :
Dear Or. Morris: ‘D)qunif e Uﬁ%“h
lWill i
Subject. Oyster Creek Station

Docket No. 50-21 .
Loss of Secondary Containment Integrity
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The purpose of this letter is to report to you a violation
of a Limiting Condition for Operation in that Secondary Containzent
Integrity was not caintained as required by Specificatica 3.5.3.1.
of our Techaical Specificatione.

surveillance test of isolation of the Reactor 3uilding aad initiation
of the Standdy 5as Treatment System due to simulated nigh radiactien
levels on the Reactor Suilding Cperating Floor and iz the Reactor
Building Ventilation Fxhaust ducts, the supnly danmpers for the
Reactor Building Ventilation Systez failed ts close 2s required.

As a result =f this failure, Secondary Containment was not in

effect.

On April 11, 1972, durinme performance of a routine weekly

Isolation of the Reactor Suilding Ventilation Systen supply
damper is initiated by "b" contacts from the Reactor Zuilding Ventilatien
Systez supply fans, SFl-12, SFi-13, and SFl-14 wired in series. However,
due to an electrical prodblem with supply fan 1-13, which resulted 4An the
discovery that the =zotor was shorted, its supply breaker was racked-out.
Thus, the logic control circuit for the dampers was "opened", the norzal
situation with the fans in operation. When the remaining fans were
tripped during the surveillance test conducted at 2:00 a.am. on
April 11, 1972, the logic control circuit was still open, the daxzper
control relays remained de-energized, and the dampers did aot close.
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The logic circuit was restored by disconnecting the motor

. deads from the breaker and racking-in the breaker. At 9:20 a.a.

o8 April 11, 1972, aa operability check of Reactor Building Isolation
vas conducted and proved to be satisfactory. A caution taj was placed
&t the fan control switches im the Control Rooz to notify operators
that 1f a supply fan breaxker is racked-out, the Reactor Buil ing
supply damper isolation control logic is defeated unless a juzmper

is installed in the breaker cabinmet. A similar caution note is

being stenciled locally on the supply faa breakers.

As noted in the FDSAR, the primary objective of the Secondary
Containment System i{s to minizmize ground level release of airborne
radiocactive materials and o provide for controlled eievated release
of the building atzosphere uncer sccident conditionms. The containzent

" systems, Primary and Seconcar » provida the priaciple mechanisz for
r :

mitigaticn of accident: consequences. The off-site accident corsequences,
however, are relatively insensitive to the Reactor 3uilding in-leakage
rate as long as the Standdy Cas Treatseat Systex can maintain the
building at a vacuuz. In this particular instance, the supply and
exhaust fans tripped, the exhaus: dampers closed, and the Standby

Cas Treatzent Systes was initiated. With the above situation, the

air supply to the dullding was not only via the various in-leakage

paths but also, and no doubt prtimarily, via the Reactor Building

supply dampers,

Any accident conditions postulated that require secondary
containment in deteraining eavironzeatal releases would, under these
conditions, have a second path permitting release of the Reactor
Building air at approximately a 60-foot elevation.

In order to prevent a reocccurrence of this incideat, a
circuit design change will be izplezented that will permit a Reactor
Building supply fan breaker to be rackaed-out for maintenance without
defeating the Reactor 3uilding supply damper isolation logic. Uagil
this design change can be. implemented, a standing order will be issued
instructing plant persoanel ia the appropriate practice to be followed
to avoid defeating the Reactor Building supply damper isolation logic.

Very truly yours,

-' NPttt

Ivan R. Finffock,/J:.
Manager, Nuclear Cenerating Stations
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* €€: Mr., J. P, O'Reilly, Director

Division of Compliance, Region I



