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Mr. John Delcore
244 St. John Street

,

New Haven, Connecticut 06511

Dear Mr. Delcore:
:

I am responding to your letter to Chairman Kenneth Carr of October 4,1989, )in which you provided comments concerning the proposed rule pertaining to '

Section 210 settlement agreements and comments concerning the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission's (NRC's) statutory mandate.

.

Although the' comment period for the proposed rule expired on September 18,
1989, it is our practice to consider comments received after that date if it
is practical to do so. Your comments were received before we completed the
proposed final rule and will be considered along with all other comments

;received by September 18, 1989.

On April 27, 1989, NRC sent a letter to all utilities, NSSS vendors, major
'
iarchitect-engineers, fuel cycle facilities and major materials licensees

reemphasizing their responsibilities to assure that they, and their
contractors and subcontractors permit their employees to contact, without
restrictions, the NRC with concerns about potential safety issues. The
letter notified these organizations that it is not acceptable to have
restrictions on communications with NRC in any agreement. Organizations
identifying potentially restrictive language in an agreement were requested
to (1) notify the affected party or parties to ignore the potential
restriction on communications with the NRC, and (2) notify the NRC that'

agreements with restrictive language have been identified. Seventeen
agreements were identified with potentially restrictive language. NRC
contacted each party involved in these settlement agreements either directly
or through their attorney. This process identified four individuals who
indicated that they had safety issues not previously identified to NRC and
NRC is pursuing these safety issues.

With regard to your comments concerning the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's
actions in regulating the nuclear power industry, the Commission expects
licensees to comply with its regulations and, when licensees are found to be
deficient, as in the case of operators at the Millstone Unit A failing

|. requalification examinations, the Commission's record indicates that it
takes appropriate steps.
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JThank you fo'r your comments. The action that the Commission takes withp

r regard to the proposed rule, along with a summary of the comments received>

c -on the proposed rule, will be published in a subsequent Federal Register
notice.'

(.

[ Sincerely,

t Oricinni sir;ned bz!

;; hea I. L'.arleg <

h Thomas E. Murley, Director
t'

| Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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UNITED STATES i

[ NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION j,

g WASHINGTON,0, C. 20696 j

- *..,* EDO Ps'incipal Correspondence Control !

I..

1
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\
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l
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