In Riply Refer To:
Docket: 50-458

Gulf States Utilities
ATTN: James C., Deddens
Senior Vice President (RBNG)
P.0. Box 220
St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

Gentlemen:
SUBJECT: REQUALIFICATION PROGRAM EVALUATION AT RIVER BEND STATION

In a telephone conversation between Messrs. R. N, Jackson and D. N, Graves,

on October 25, 1989, arrangements were made for an evaluation of the
requalification pro?ram and licensed personnel at River Bend Station. The
:;;éuation site visit is scheduled for the weeks of January 29 and February 5,

For this visit, the NRC examiners will administer operating and written
examinations., The NRC examiners will discuss with the appropriate facility
personnel and operators the schedule and the process for these examinations.
In order for the examiners to prepare for this visit adequately, it will be
necessary for the facility to furnish the items listed in Enclosure 1,
“Reference Material Requirements." Mr, Jackson has been advised of our
reference material requirements and where to send the material,

NRC reserves the right to postpone NRC administered recualification
examinations if the facility generated materials are either inadequate for
examination preparation or received too late for examination preparation.

Additionally, it is requested that two licensed SROs, one each from the River
Bend Station Operations Department and the Training Department be

designated as the facility representatives for these examinations. These
individuals must not be scheduled for an NRC administered examination during
this visit or participate as an instructor once they have been selected selected.
Also, the facility representatives will be required to certify that, as &

result of their involvement, no portion of the examination has been knowingly
compromised,

The facility representatives shall be restricted from knowingly communicating

by any means the content or scope of the examination to unauthorized persons

and from participating in any facility programs such as instruction, examination,
or tutoring in which an identified requalification examinee(s) will be present.
These restrictions shall apply from the date these representatives have
specialized knowledge of the NRC examination.
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The facility management is responsible for providing adequate space and
accomnodations to devo\o? and conduct the examinations., Enclosure 2,
"Administration of Requalification Examinations," describes our requirements for
developing and conducting the examinations., Mr, Jackson has also been informed
of these requirements. Also, a facility operations management representative
should observe the simulation facility examination process at the site,

Enclosure 3, contains the "NRC Rules and Guidance for Examirees." These will

be in effect during the administration of the written examination. The facility
mo?aqement is responsible for ensuring that all operators are awore of these
rules.

This request is covered by Office of Management and Sudget Clearance

Number 3150-0101, which expires May 31, 1992. The estimated average burden is
7.7 hours per response, including gathering, copying, and mailing the required
material. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of
this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this
burden, to the Records and Reports Management Branch, Division of Information
Support Services, Office of Information Resources Management, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555; and to the Paperwork Reduction
Project (3150-0101), Office of Management and Budget, Washington, D.C. 20503.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter., [f you have any questions on
the evaluation process, please contact John L. Pellet, Chief, Operator
Licensing Section (817) 860-8159 or David N. Graves, Operator Licensing
Examiner (817) 860-8168,

Sincerely,

B & R i

James L. Milhoan, Director
Division of Reactor Projects

Enclosures:

1. Reference Material Requirements

2. Administration of Requalification
Examinations

3. NRC Rules and Guidance for
Exaninees

¢c w/enclosures:

Gulf States Utilities Company

ATTN: J. E. Booker, Manauer-
River Bend Oversight

P.0. Box 2951

Beaumont, TX 77704
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Conner and Wetterhahn

ATTN: Troy B. Conner, Jr., Esq.
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
washington, D.C. 20006

Gulf States Utilities Company

ATiN: Les England, Director
Nuclear Licensing

P.0, Box 220

St. Francisville, LA 70775

Richard M. Troy, Jr., Esq.

Assistant Attorney General in Charge
State of Louisiana Department of Justice

234 Loyola Avenve
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112

Mr. J. David McNeill, III

William 6. Davis, Esq.

Department of Justice

Attorney General's Office

P.0. Box 94095

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9085

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Resident Inspector

P.0. Box 1051

St. Francisville, Louisianc 70775

H. Anne Plettinger
3456 Villa Rose Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70B06

President of West Feliciana

Police Jury

P.0, Box 1921

St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

Cajun Electric Power Coop. Inc.
ATTN: Philip G. Harris

10719 Pirline Highway

P.0, Box 15540

gaton Rouge, LA 70895

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

ATTN: Regiona] Administrator, Region 1V

611 Ryan Plaze Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas 76011
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0ffice of Environmenta) Affairs

ATTN: William M, Spel), Administrator
Nuclear Energy Division

P.0, Box 14690

Eaton Rouge, Louisiena 70898
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ENCLOSURE 1
REFERENCE MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS

For the written examination, the following 1tems must be provided to the
NRC 60 days prior to the examination date:

Proposed RD and SRO regualificetion written examination test ftems,
(A minimum of 350 per section of the examination,)

Since the written examination 1s an open reference, examination ftems must
meet the following recuirements:

8, Items that require only memorization or recall are not permitted;

b, Items shculd require that the examinee comprehend, interpret,
integrate, or apply avatlable information;

B Items should contain situations, espects, or conditions that do
not duplicate lesson plans or references; and

d, Iltems should require examinees to locate and use references,

The written examination will be composed of two sections, each designed

to be completed in 1-1/2 hours, Each section will be separate. Secticn A
will be administered on a static simulator; Section B will be administered
in a classroom setting, Section A is designed to evaluate the operator's
knowledge of plant systems, integrated plant operations, and instrumentation
and controls, In addition, recoonition of Technical Specification LCOs

and the operator's ability to diagnose postuletec evente -hould be evaluated,
Section B of the written examination 1s designed to eveluote the abilit

of the operator to analyze 2 given set of conditions and to determine the
proper procedural and/or administrative guidance,

For the simulation facility, the following ftems must be provided to the
NRC 60 days prior to the examination date:

° P minfmum of 15 scenarios

These scenarios should sample arees such as knowledoe of LERs,
emergency and abnormal procedures, and design and procedural changes,
and they exercise the crew's ability to use facility procedures in
sccident prevention ano mitigation. These scenarios should evaluate
each crew member as appropriate to his/her license, and shall exercise
their ebilities in the use of Emergency Operating Frocedures, Technical
Specifications, and the Emergency Plan, The scenaric's net time (not
including time spent on br efings, setup or simulation facility
problems) should average 50 minutes, based upon real time performance,
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For the plant welk<through examiration, the followino ftems must be
provided tc the NRC 60 days prior to the examination date:

Ce

A Yist of systems and topics appropriate to the plant welk-
through examination thet were covered during the requalificetion
cycle and that are important to safety, A1l reference materials
rvov:rod to support an examination on these topics should be
provided,

Seventy five (75) job performance measures.

These perfurmence measures should be both in plant and control
room operator functions, that are required for the safe
operation of the facility, They shell incluoe eccepteble
pertformance criteria,

Any adaitional reference materia) required for examination
preparation will be requested by the examination team,

A samplino plan shall be providec by the facility which indicates the
relative emphasis of topics which were included in the most recent
requalification training cycle,
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ENCLOSURE 2
AUMINISTRATION OF REQUALIFICATION EXAMINATIONS

Twenty pe~cent of the facility licensed operators shall be selected for
evaluation, Normally the crew currently in the reguelificetion cycle
will be selected. A random sample without replacement will be used ‘o
preclude a satisfactory operator from being subfect to reexamination by
the NRC during the term of the license, The sample will include other
s::;:(:& T.de up of licensed personne)l who are not routinely performing
3 ties.

The simulator and & simulator operator(s) will be provided for
examination development, The date(s) end duration of time needed to
develop the examinations will be agreed upon by the Chief Examiner and
the facility.

The reference meterial used in the sinulator will be reviewed by the
Chief Examiner, No materie) will be made available that 1s solely used
for training.

A single room shall be provided for completing Section B of the written
examination, The locetion of this room and supporting rest room
facilities shall be such as to prevent contact with 21l other facility
and/or contractor personnel during the duration of the examination,

Minimum spacing 15 required to ensure examination integrity as determined
by the Chief Examiner, Minimum spacing should be one examinee per table,
with & 3-foot space between tehles, No wall charts, mocels, and/or

other training materials shall be present in the examination room,

Copies of reference materia) for Section B of the written examination
will be provided for each examinee, The reference material will be
reviewed by the chief examiner and will consist of Technical
Specifications, operating/ebnormal procedures, administrative procedures,
emergency plans as available to the plant operators.

Video taping capabilities can be utilized, The facility should contact
the Chief Examiner for restrictions related to 1ts usege.

Since common tasks and deteiled systems knowledge will be probed during
the walk through portion of the operating test, operators will be
requested not to discuss the walk through with other examinees until
after the conplete examination has teen administered,

An attempt will be made to distinguish between RO and SRO knowledge and
abilities, to the extent that such a distinction is supported by the
facility traininn materials,
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ERCLOSURE 3
NRC RULES AND GUIDANCE FOk EXAMINEES

Use black ink or dark penct) ONLY to facilitste legible reprocuctions,

Print your name in the blank provided on the cover sheet of the examination,
F111 in the date on the cover sheet of the examination, 1f necessary,

Answer each question on the examination, I1f acdaitional paper 1s required,
use only the lined paper providec by the examiner,

Use abbreviations only 1f they are commonly used in facility litersture,

The point value for each guestion 1s indicated in parentheses after the
guestion and can be used as & ouide for the depth of answer required,

Show al1]1 calculations, methods or ascumptions used to obtain ean answer to
a mathematical problem, whether asked for in the cuestion or not,

Unless solicited, the location of references need not be stated,

Partial credit may be given. Therefore, ANSWER AlLL FARTS OF THE QUESTION
AND DO NOT LEAVE ANY ANSWERS BLANK, Partia) credit will NOT begiven on
multiple choice questions,

If parts of the examination are not clear with respect to their intent,
ask questions of the examiner only,

You myust sign the statement on the cover sheet that indicates the work on
the examination is your own anu that you heve not received or been given

any assistance in completing the examination, This must be signed AFTER

the examination has been completed,

Pest room *rips are to be 1imited and only one examinee at & time may
leave, You must avoid all contact with anyone outside the examination
room to avoid even the appearance or possibility of examination
CWPWI‘ S€,

Cheating on the examination wil) result in & revocation ot your licerse
and could result in more severe penalties,

Fach section of the examination is designed to take approximately 90 minutes
to complete, You will be ofven two hours to complete each section for a
total of four hours. Fach question has been time valideted with the
#)lotted time based on an average of knowledgeable persons answering the
ovestion, You should be aware that the times DO NCT allow for looking up
or verifying each answer,

Because of the existence of guestions that wiii require all exaninees to refer
to the sa e indications or controls, particuler care must be taken to
maintain individual exemination security and avoid any possibility of
compromise or appearance of cheating,
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When you are finished and have turned in you completed examination, leave
the examination area,

Froportional grading will be applied, An¥ additiona) wrong information
that 1s provided may count against you. For example, 1f @ ovestion 1s
worth une point and asks for four responses, each of which 1s worth 0,28
points, and you give five responses, each of your responses will be worth
0,20 points, 1f one of your five responses 1s incorrect, 0.720 will be
deducted and your tote) credit for that question will be 0,80 instead of
1.00 even though you 9nt the four correct answers,



