This pretiminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety cor public
interost significance. The information is as initially received witwout verificatior or
evaluation, and is basically all thet is known by tho Region 1]] staff on this date.

Facility:

Mercy Hospite) Licensee Emergency

Des Moines, lowa (lassification:
—___Unusual Event
State of lowa Licensee Alert

" Site Area Emergency
_____General Emergency
___Nut Applicable

Subject: CREMATION OF PATIENT WITHOUT REMOVAL OF PLUTONIUM | ~CEMAKEK

On Cctober 31, 1989, the lowa Rad'ation Control Program was notitied by the licensee that a
patient with a plutonium (principally Pu-2.8) pacemaker had died October 14, 1989. The
hospital instructed the funeral home on the removal of the pacemaker, dbut the funeral home
did not follow the instructions. The patient was cremated. Subsequently, funeral home
personnel discovered an egg-shaped object in the burn chamber. The object -- apparently the
pacemaker -~ was placed in norma)l refuse beiny sent to @ lendfili.

The State Radiation Control Program has dispatched personnel to the funesral “ome to survey
the facility to assure there was no breach of the pacemaker housing. Region 11 (Chicago)
has offered assistance to the State agency.

The State also intends to review the licensee's program for control of pacemaker implants.

Region 111 will continue to monitor the State's investigetion and to provide assiitance, if
requested,

Region 111 was notified of this ircident by the Directer, lowa Radiation Control Program,
October 31, 1989, This information is current as of 10 a.m., November 1, 1383,
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