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\* October 31, 1989- - '' '

T'h] Ho[r;rablo Brcck Adams - '

United States Senate.

Washington; D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Adams:

I am responding to your letter of September 29, 1989, in which you referenced a
constituent's inquiry concerning mandatory random drug testing in the nuclear
industry. Your constituent discusses the effects of the Nuclear Regulatory
Cor.nission's rulemaking on individual rights and constitutional freedoms.

The Corsnission carefully considered individual rights, and public comments
related thereto, in determining whether random testing was needed for pro.
tecting public health and safety. See enclosed NUREG-1354, "Fitnes..for. Duty
in the Nuclear Power Industry: Responses to Public Comments." The enclosed
Federal Recister notice also summarizes public comments and responses. At ,

54 FR 2448E, the Commission concluded that the imperatives of safe operation I
of nuclear power reactors fully justified promulgation of the rule and noted
that two cases decided by the Supreme Court on March 21, 1989, indicated that
the rule was a proper and prudent regulatory action for the protection of
public health and safety,

The NRC's final rule on fitness-for-duty programs,10 CFR Part 26, includes
measures to protect the individual, such as appropriate safeguards to ensure
that test results are accurate and reliable and provision of appeal rights.

I trust this response adequately addresses your constituent's inquiries
concerning mandatory drug testing.

Sincerely.
Orkinal Siped Dy: ,

James M. Taylor I

James M. Taylor
,

| Acting Executive Director !

!
| for Operations
|

Enclosures: plu/,i 1. NUREG-1354
1 2. Federal Register ner

Notice (54 FR'24468) //7'/89d 1

#|;#3. NUREG-1385

)3Document Name: HONORABLE BR0CK ADAMS See previous concurrences
'

4

10FC :R5GB:NRR :R5GB:NRR :R5GBINRR : Tech. Editor :D:DRIS:NRR i EK
i......:...___........_:_.............:......._______:..............:....___......:. $_.....
|NAME :*EMcPeek:bjp :*LLBush :*PMcKee :*DGable :*BKGrimes :F reglia
i......:____...........:..............:..............:..............:..............:...3........

iDATE :10/23/89 :10/23/89 :10/23/89 ;10L23/89 :1084/89 ;10W89
,

|0FC 4) :A:EDO /): : i :

.........___.:........__(...: -

......______...:....__........:......____...,_..

......:.....%.-r----:-------------:-------------:-------------: //fl
'

;_..g.:.../...........:......fr:NA :Tl urley :JMTayl ;
: : :

/#/?//f4 : : :DATE' :10/W/89 :10/4/89f , :
, __

; ,

Mg Q $ [Si.E ONO / /

8911070093 891031 '/
PDR PR /\
RA J:UteYe am i



.. _

-

E TheHonorabid'BrockAda:s -2-
.

. ,

,,
,

.
,

'

Distribution:' w/o enclosures
'

central Files
PDR

'

;.
; LPOR

DRIS r/f' '

i. RSGB r/f
<f JMTaylor -

PNorry, ADM ;

.PBird OP
' TEMurley
JHSniezek

'FJMiraglia
, JGPartlow
f DCrutchfield
I- FPG111espie'

DMossburg(0004816)
!.: MMcAllister (0004815)

, OCA -

,

EDO R/F
MBridgers(0004815)- -

SECY CRC-89-1111
EMcPeek -

LLBush- .

PMcKee
'BKGrimes

!

.

f

|

p
t

-

-

r

,

,

L
|

|'

I

g

b

1

. . . . . _ _ _ . . - , __ _ .. . . . _ _ - . ~ . . ~ _ - , . - - . , - - . . _ . . . . . , . . .- -



... s . .

The Honorable Brock Adams
UnMed-StTtes SeMt~6r X -

United States Senate /*
- ''Washington, D.C. 20510

!'

Dear Senator Adams:

I am responding to your letter of September 29, 1989, in which you referenced a
constituent's inquiry concerning mandatory random drug testing in ths nuclear
industry. Your constituent discusses the effects of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission's rulemaking on individual rights and constitutional freedoms.f

The Connission carefully considered individual rights, and pub'lic consents
related thereto, in determining whether random testing was tieeded for pro.

ResponsestoPublicComme,4I". Fitness.for-DutySee enclosed NUREG-135tecting public health and safety.
nts " The enclosedin the Nuclear Power Industry:

Federal Resister notice also sunnarizes public connent( and responses. At
54 FR 24I8E,, the Connission concluded that the imperatives of safe operation
of nuclear power reactors fully justified promulgation of the rule and notedf that two cases decided by the Supreme Court on Marth 21, 1989, indicated that~-

the rule was a proper and pr.1 dent regulatory action for the protection of,

- public health and safety.

! The NRC's final rule on fitness.for-duty programs, 10 CFR Part 26, includes
! measures to protect the individual, such as appropriate safeguards to ensure
! that test results are accurate and reliable and provision of appeal rights.
1 /

I trust this response adequately addresses your constituent's inquiriesI

concerning mandatory drug testing.

j/ Sincerely,

/
/

/ .

| / James M. Taylor
/ Acting Executive Director

/ for Operaticns
/
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UNITED STATES. < ,
,

W- ?.:
'

' NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION'

J {- [. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20666 |li ~*

-
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FOR'' SIGNATURE OF: ** GRN ** CRC NO: 89-1111

- Exccutive Director
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ;
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PAPER NUMBER: CRC-89 1111 IOGGING DATE: Oct 12 89 ,
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ACTTON OFFICE EDO

AUTHORti Brock Adams--Const Ref !
AFFILIATION:- ' UNITED STATES SENATE !

i
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SUBJECT: Inquiries concerning mandatory drug testing i

ACTION: Direct Reply |
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