In Reply Refer To:
License: 17-01322-07
Docket: 30-15040/89-02

Veterans Administration Medica) Center
TIN: John Church
Mospita) Director
001 Perdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70146

Gentlemen:

This refers to your letter dated September 13, 1989, in response to our letter
and attached Notice of Violation dated August 29, 1989. We have reviewed your
reply and find that additional information 1s needed.

Subsequent to our review of your response, Ms. |inda Kasner of our office
contacted Mr, Car) Gaspard of your staff by telephone on October 12, 1989.
Dur1n? this conversation Mr, Gaspard explained that those records enclosed with
your letter, which had been missing during the inspection conducted on August 9
and 10, 1989, had been suppiied to you by a consulting medica) physicist who
maintains cduplicate copies of documents provided with his services. Although
you have been able to subsequently obtain copies of these records, it snould be
understood that those viclations related to record retention requirements will
remain as stated in the Notice of Violation. We wish to emphasize the
importance of good test and procedure documentation, as well as the
availability of these documents to your staff. You should also note that the
review of these documents should not be focused solely on the test result, but
should also include an evaluation of the procedure used to obtain the result,

During our review of your response, we noted that you have not fully responded
to those items specified on page 2 of the Notice of Violation. Specifically,
your reply does not indicate that you have identified the root cause of the
violations or that you have initiated policies or procedures that will ensure
that your corrective actions remain effective and that these violations do not
recur. Consequently you are required to respond with the following for each of
the five violations:

® The reason for the violation

® The corrective steps which have been taken to prevent further violations
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Veterans Administration Medice) Center =2+

You should provide your response to this office within 10 days of the receipt
of this letter. Should ;ou have any questions concerning this matter please
call Linda Kasner at (817) 860-8100.

Yincerely,

Blaine Mlorray fft

A. Bi1) Beach, Director
Division of Radiation Safety
and Safeguards

cc:
Louisiana Radiation Contro' Program Director
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'+ Nedicel Comter 1601 Perdido Street
New Orleans LA 70146

SEP 1 5 1988

In Reply Reter To. 629/115

Mr. William L. FPisher, Chief
Muclear Materials Safety

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission . 9 & Q8
Region 1V w ¢ - 1989
Suite 1000

Arlington, Texas 76011 o i

———

THRU: Director, Muclear Medicine Service (115)
c/o Me. Belen Malaskiewice

Program Auslyst

Department of Veterans Affaire

810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Mr. Fisher:

The following is in reply to the violstions sited in your 29 August 1989
letter regarding NRC License #17-01322-07, Docket 30-15040/89/02:

1. The Picker Micro-Cal dose calibrator, Serial No. 218201, test
for linearity has been achieved, but not in an activity range as lov as
10 microcuries. Effective immediately the dose calibrator will be tested
for linearity quarcerly and activities employed for the determination will
be from the highest dosage administered to 10 microcuries or less.

2. BRoclosed please find records of linearity and accuracy per formed
on the Picker Micro-Cal dose calibrator, Serial No. 238201, for the fourth
quarter of 1988.

3. Enclosed please find 5 April 1989 record of wipe/leak test for the
137 Cesium sealed sources. The wipe/leak test on the two 137 Cesium sealed
sources were performed 29 Pebruary 1988; results enclosed. Note that due to
technical error these are invalid as the sources were counted on the 57 Cobalt
vindov. The Radiation Safety Officer will insure that wipe/leak test are
performed in a timely manner and that correct spectrometer settings are
employed. The reviev process will be docusented on the wipe/leak test result
form by employing a signature space for the Radiation Safety Officer.

4. Records of sealed source inventory have been maintalned by documen-~
tation of wipe/leak test results. We have changed this procedure and & physical
inventory will be performed quarterly to document possession of sealed sources
st this station. Enclosed please find "sample" of sealed source inventory
form.
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2.
Mr. William Fisher

5. Radiation survey pertormed of the laboratory indicating removable
contamination wili be recorded in disintergrations per minute per 100 square
centimeters. A conversion factor will be employed to convert counts per
minute per 100 square centimeters to disintergrations per minute as required.
Eoclosed pleac: find “sample” calculation of conversion factor employed.

With implementation of all items above, we feel that we are in full
compliance.

/// Medical Center Direclor

Enclosures: 5




GEORGE R. MECKSTROTH, Ph.D.

Cortiwd Rdvoignce! Porvescas!
Amencor Baord of Redwt
1630 Tuions Avenwe
Nev Ovieows. Losnene 70112 &
(50, 586 5486
CERTIFICATE
or
DOSE CALIBRATION ACCURACY OF RESPONSE

Locetion: VA Medical Center Date: 7 October 1988

1601 Ferdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70146

DOSE CALIBRATOR: Picker MNicro Cal
Serial: 238201

Illltllil"&lllltl Activity Rose Calibrator Assay s Erreor

Co 1.38 »Ci 1.42 oCi 2.8
133p, 106.0 e 188 pCi 1.6%
18708 270.85uCH 278 wei 0.8%

Reference Standard Identificetion:

57co, Amersham Model CTZV1, Code.568, Serial TO4TMA, 5 »Ci on
1 March 1987

1835, , NES-358, Seria) 3580383A-18, 283 pCi on 3-20-88

137cs, Amershas Mode) CDC.V1, Code CDR.562, Seris) S8U3MA,
250 uCi on 1 June 1987

D \NAY Arrise

Ceorge R. Meckstroth, Ph.D.
Certified Radiclogical Physicist
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GEORGE R. MECKSTROTH, Ph.D.

Certifend Radioiognaa! Physicrs!
Amrregn Board of Radwiog
1430 Tolow Avenwe
New Ovieows. Lowisens 0112
(508) SBE 5486
DOSE CALIBRATION/REPRODUCIBILITY
Location: VA Nedica! Center Date: 7 October i988

1601 Perdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70146

Reference Standard:

137¢s, Amersham Model CDC.V), Code CDR.S562,
Serinl 3893NA, 250 wCi on 1 June 1987
Decay Fector, 8 months = 0.9942¢

Dose Calibrator: Picker Micro Cal; Seria) 23801
137¢s Assay pCi

Nuclide Setting 10/07/88

Ll 1 878
191, ? as?

67Ga 3 49
1335, 4 376
201y) s 326
129 [ 248
11y " 289

George R. Meckstroth, Ph. D.



GEORGE R. MECKSTROTH, Ph.D.

Cortifwd Rediniognca! Physiowst
Awmiencer Bonvd of Radwlog

1430 Tuiowe Avenne
New Ovieons. Lowwiene 70112
(S0 Sbb 5686

DOSE CALISRATOR INSPECTION

Location: VA Medical Center
1601 Perdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70146

Date: 7 October 1988

Dose Calibrator: Picker Micro Cal: Seria) 238201

Chasber Liner

In Place: "’

Not In Place:

Adjustaent Made:

Instrusent Zero '

Properly Set: ""

Not Properly Set:

Adjustment Made:

/;:z,,__’__\r¢\\~~ahdns4u~4
George R. Meckstroth, Ph. D.
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Dater J0T4/88 )))  DOSE CALIBRATOR LINEARITY TEST REPORT  (((

P T T T T e R T S S T S L S R S S
.

VR MEDICAL CENTER - LR1Q2%
S 1601 PERDIDD STREEY
Date Of Test - 10/18/88 O 7:30 Method: Decay Method

SEEFRERERRIRNNERRERR NN RN NN R0 ) INETRUMENT TESTED ((S00000ttttststtatsttssssstssssses

Instrument Name - Dose Calibrator Model Number - M, CAL
Marufacturer - PICKER Serial Number - EEIQ-35%%5
Las. oinearity Date - 07/19/88 Instrument ID - "R
Next Lirearity Due =~ Q1/17/8%9

RSN ENRRERNI IR RRB RO rraneen)) LINERRITY MERARUEMENT DATA ((#8asantsssssstrtssssssssssres

redicted Aetual
Neasurement neasurenent NET MERSURED RCTIVITY (elis) Precicted
Delay Date/Time Time (Be) M (3 (X Average Retivity Error 3
O Mours  J0/IB/BE R TiRR TR g0 elLe 2 21,3 i *87.9 o) L83
b Mours  J0/10/88 ¢ 1330 13148 %4 %I %3 %.3 i 10,3 o4 “86r
Bwours  10/19/86 0 T30 "R e Ja K 13.20 w0y 13,12 1 .64 3
30 Mours  10/15/88 ¢ 13: 30 13:30 66 65 6% 6.57 oI 6.5 oy 000
A8 Hours  Je/20/BE 0 DR 7160 e8¢ MBIE B 0.8 o) 0612 o1 “1L15 s

SEABERRERRRRRRE PRI nee)) Comments and Recommendations ((SE3EREsesstsssssstssssnsssssss
Instrument Performarce Is Within The Accepteble Limits Of 5% Ervor. No
Corrective Action ls Necessary.

Linearity Tests On All Dose Calibrators Need To Be Performed At Least
Guarterly In Accordance With Federal Ard State Regulations. This
Instrument 1s Due For Its Next Test By Tuesday Jaruary 17, 1969

Portorasd by1 Coaf p

Radiation Bafety Officer:

Title

wal /KT

igniature Reguired: 1OCFR3S)
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@ 137-05 SEALED SOURGE WIPE TEST @

VETL RANS ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTER
1601 PERDIDO STREET
€ NEW CRLEANS, LOUISIANA 70140

WIPE/LEAK TEST DATA

Location: V. A Medical Center New Orleans Date: § April 188%
1601 FPerdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 7014€
dource ldentification:
Reference Standards

Equipment Used:

Packard 500C Auto Gamma Counter System, H.V. =3319;
LL = 620, Uu = 720, 137Cas Conversion Facter =
7.2x10-6 uCi/cpm.

Gross Bkg Net Activity
Sample # Location SPm._. cem._cem . in uCi
1. 137 Cs, Tech/Ops, 10 10 0 0
Amersham Calibration
Device, Model 77302,
Serial 8586, 0.1488 Ci
on 4-27-87
2. 137 Cs, Tech/Ops, 11 10 1 7.2x10-8

Amersham Calibration
Device, Model 77302
Serial 8585, 0.165 Ci
on 7-21-87

W ’--7‘——%'3\

Carl L. Gaspard
Radiation Safety Officer

NUCLEAIR MEBICINE SERVICE

ROOM ZENS, DECAY STORAGE ROOM
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ROCHE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CENTER INC,
S2% JEFFERSON MIGHMWAY, SUITE ecd
JEFFERSON, LOUISIANA 70121
(B¢« 837-2x11

Carl Gaspare
VR Magdize)! Cerntem
N.olear Medicine Department

1621 Perdido Utreet
Nee Drilears, Lovisiana 7O14C

Dez= Carlt

Rs per  your reguest, all further wipe tests will be reported to
you an gdisintegrations per minute (DPM), Pleasse find attached
the efficiency form for the Ludlum 1000 we use to count your
Swipes The formula we will use to convert counts per minute to
disirtegrations per minute is as follows:

CPm
DP™ & —vmmemeee

efficiency

(the efficiency of the Ludlum
wodel 1000 is @, 00234)

If you have any questions or need any further information,
please do not hesitate to give me a call.

Sircerely,

ROCHE PROFE'Blogf:zierlCE CENTER INC.

thony J. Ed¥ond, R, Ph,
Eastern Regional Operations Manager

Erclosure

AJE/es



SCALER EEFICIENCY
Inetrusent testecd: e L’.CI.IL’\‘_"L 41@91&.[._.&[).0
s/N: RARE Y e
 Geometry of Instrunent! N/f;’/‘_ﬁ v,,,-é{_é—_/zk_‘:/.‘ﬁﬂ& .

Source used!: . B 4 KQ.('(.,&S«Q—QILQ
S/N: (e S - 13156 C.‘i&lﬁé.
C.CUbS Al ..

-, ”r« m—

Activity!
’ DATA: One Minute Counte! 1.
‘ . 2.
. 30
X Average!
' « backaround:
0 .
'o. = Net CFM
i ACTION LEVEL FOR WIPE TESTING 1S5 10 NANOCURIES

OR 2.2 X 109 DPM (22,000 DPW)

Efficiency Eguation:

? Net CPM of standard source
------- « Efficiency

’-------O-’-——-—— -

Source Activity X 2.2 X 10® dpm/uCi

TR b v P O S eeeccazmnene - 00956

¢ 0.096°5 uCi) X 2.2 X 10® dpm/uCi
EFFICIENCY OF COUNTIRG INSTRUMENT 1S ..009..58

L DETERNINATION OF ACTION LEVEL <10 NANOCURIES) IN CPM:

Equation:
Efficiency X 22000 DPM = Action Level in CPM

LOOA3E x 22000 e = 206 - CPM
test reading exceeding & CPM

{e recommended by regululetory
taken to correct
tlined in the

' Therefore, any internal wipe
will be considered nmore than
agencies, and some sction should be
contamination. Decontamination procedures are ou

policies and procedure nanual. /
." Signature! 4( / Al QUA .. dates ...._.,5. i
v

(s




VETERANS AFFAIRS
NﬁDICAL CENTER
601 Perdide ©e
New Orleans L‘A\ _sl‘

»
1 2
’\44'!;

SEP 1 5 1969 29/115

Mr. Villias L. Pisher, Chief

Buzlear Woterials Safety

Uaited States Muclear l\egulstory Cesmissiom
hagion IV

Seite 1000

Arliagton, Teszas 76011

TBUs Directer, Mecles: Medicime Service (113)
c/o Mo, Melen Malaskiowics

Pregran Analyst

Department of Veterems Affaire

$10 Vermont Avesws, V.

Gashingtos, D.C. 20020

baar M. Pishers

u-mu-muumty»mmmuuumumnm 1989
letter regarding MRC License #17-01322-07, Dechet 30-15040/09/02,

1. The Picker Micre-Cal dose calibrster, Serisl Be. 238201, test
blmtqub“.ﬂmh-uctnqw.-l.u
10 microcuries. KEffective immsdistely the dose calibrater v.ll be tested
for limearity quarterly ead activities sspleyed for the deterwinstios will
ummuwwmaum-uu.

2. Butlosed plasse find recovds of lissarity and sccurecy perforasd
-mmmmuum.mmn.wl.umm

quarter of 1988.

3. uw.mtusmu;mmuwumcﬁm
137 Corium sealed sources. The wipe/lssk test ea the two 137 Cesiwm sesled
sources were performed 29 Pebruary 1983; resslts

enclosed. Nete that dus to
Mulmtmmlmluutbm.ﬂo-t“umﬂbhlt
vindow. The Redistion Safety Officer will issure that wipe/lesk test are

ptuu-‘h.u-ly-—-t-lmtmmm
enployed. ummuuuwunmn
mn-monm”umwu‘mutuﬂ.

4. Becords of sealed source faventory heve besn maiatained by documen~
tation of wipe/leak test results. We have changed this procedure and & physical
Muuunwmuummumwmm
ot this station. Enclosed please find “sample™ of sealad source isveatery
form.

1 ¥
i
:
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2.
Ar. Willias Pisker

5. BRadiation svrvey performed of the laherstory indicatisg removable
contamination will be recorded im disintergratioms per mimste per 100 square
ceatimeters. A corversics factor will be employed to couvert cemats per
ainute par mmmmumwuumm.m.
luhnlphuolu "sample® calculation of romversion fecter smployed.
Vith isplementstion of all items sbove, we feel that w ia full
compl Lance .

Sincerely,

JOE B, CHURCN, JR.
tedicul Cemtsr Directer

Baclosuress 3

ChaprS /s

- SAMES W. FLETCHER, M.D

. Nuciesr Medicine
Veterane Adminispation © e? (119)

Washington, DC 20420




GEORGE R. MECKSTROTH, Ph.D.

Cort /g Radroingncs | Pirvascs !
Ammnan Basrd of Redwing
1630 Toiow Awew
Nev Ovisons. Lowmmene 70112 s
S04 SHA S48
CERTIPICATR
or
DOSE CALIBRATION ACCURACY OF RESPONSE

Location: VA Nedical Center Date: 7 Octoder 10808

1601 Perdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 701460

DOSE CALIBRATOR: Picker Micro Cal
Seriel: 238201

nnum,;sm Activity Rose Calibrator Assay S Error
Co 1.38 oCi 1.42 ot 2.0%
133p, 168.0 wCi 183 i 1.6%
197¢, 270.85uC4 278 uCi 0.8%

Reference Standard Identificetion:

57co. Amershas Nodel CTCV1, Code.568, Serie) TO4TMA, 8 Ci on

1 March 19087
138, ., NES-358, Seria) 3580383A-18, 263 pCi on 5-20-88
137ce. Asershas Node) CDC.Vi, Code CDR.562, Serial 3803MA,

250 uCi on 1 June 1987

—
”""f‘ VWA AR
George R. Meckstroth, Ph.D.
Certified Radiological Physicist



GEORGE R. MECKSTROTH, Ph.D.

Confwd Radiniogrcs! P yracss !
Amengs Banrd of Redwniog

New Ovisons. Lowmene W12  *
(504 G868 Sebt

DOSE CALIBRATION/REPRODUCIBILITY

Locetion: VA Medical Center Dete: 7 October 1988
1601 Perdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiena 70140

Reference Standard:

137¢c4, Asershas Model CDC.V1, Code CDR.S562,
Seria) 3093MA, 250 pCi on )} June 1987
Decey Fector, 8 sonths = 0.090424

Dose Calibrator: Picker Micro Cai: Serial 2380}
137¢cs Assay pCi

Nuclide Setting 10/07/88
ey | 878

13, 2 387

676 s )58

1393, 4 s7e

201y) . 320

123 ¢ 248

1113g 1 259

/,1$-‘,\At\h;\>a<>a;‘,

George R. Meckstroth, Ph. D.



GEORGE R. MECKSTROTH, Ph. .

Certified Rediniagnas! Phymenst
Amencgr Bonrd of Radology
1430 Tuione Avense
New Ovisans, Lowisiave 70112
(504, 588 5486
DOSE CALIBRATOR INSPECTION
Location: VA Med’ | Center Date: 7 October 1988

1601 Pesuaido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70146

Dose Calibrator: Picker Micro Cal; Serjsl 238201

Chasber Liner

In Place: v’

Not In Place:

Adjustment Made:

Instrument Zero

Properly Set: "’—

Not Properly Set:

Adjustment Made:

";zn',-,ﬂ~\J\h\\g‘h”d’\)“hd
George R. Meckstroth, Ph. D.



Ty sy S T R LD bt bl bl b b b b D L

Dat.: 10 &4/88 ))) DOSE CALIERRTOR LINERRITY TEST REPORY (L
e L L L L T L e T L L T TP e
¢ VA MEDICAL CENTER - LA1Q&S

1621 PERDIDOD STREEY
Date Of Test - 10/18/88 ¢ 7:30 Method: Decay Method

SEESRRRRSRRRRERRNRNEENRERRRRRREen)) INSTRUMENT TESTED ((Reassatteadstitasastsesssssssonese

Instrumert Name - Dose Calibrator Mode) Number - M, CAL
Marufacturer - PICKER Serial Number - &L30-3555
Last Lirearity Date - 07/1%/88 Ivstrument ID - "R "

Next Lirearity Due -~ @1/17/89%9

SEERRBRIERRaRRe s aaaseead)) LINERRITY MEARUEMENT DATR ((#43aasssassastttinsssresssens

Predicted Actual
Neasurement Neasuresent NET MEASURED RCTIVITY (wli.) Predicteo
Delay Date/Time Tise (280) W) 113 3 Average Retivity Error 3
@ Hours 10/18/B6 @ T: 30 T3 g0 210 21l 21,3 s 207.9 o1 163
b Hours 10/18/88 @ (3:30 13:45 %.4 %.3 9%.3 %.3 o) 10,3 i 4,86 %
20 Wours  10/15/B8 @ i3 A ] 130 132 L 13.20 o1 13.12 i 4643
30 Mours  10/19/88 @ 1310 13130 6.63 6.5 6. 54 6.57 ofi 6.5 o1 (N B
o8 Hours 10/20/88 0 1: R 7:40 e.824 0B 0B 0.62] oy 0.812 ofi 1158

CERRRRRRSRRREREERERRERREEsRaes)) Commerts and Recommendations ((SRARSREssstasssstsssstsssistss
Instrument Performarce Is Within The Acceptable Limits Of 5% Error. No
Corrective Action 1s Necessary.

Linearity Tests On All Dose Calibrators Need To Be Performed At Least
Guarterly In Accordance With Federal Ano State Regulations. This
Instrument 1s Due For Its Next Test By Tuesday January 17, 1989

Parformed by: &—0—'-3-— "‘ Titles

Radiation Bafety Officer:

igniature Required: 1OCFR3S)
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& 107-05 SEALED SOURCE WIPE TEST @

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTER °
1601 PERDIDO STREET
£ NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70146

WIPE/LEAK TEST DATA

Location: V.A Medical Center New Orleans Date: § April 1886%
1601 Perdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70146
Source Jdentification:
Reference Standards

Equipment Used:
Packard 500C Auto Gamma Counter System, H. V. =3318;

LL = 620, UL = 720, 137Cs Conversion Factor =
7.2x10-6 uCi/cpm.

Gross Ekg Net Activity
sSample # Location SPm.__. cem cpm  in uCi
1. 137 Cs, Tech/Ops. 10 10 0 0
Amersham Calibration
Device, Mudel 77302,
Serial 8586, 0.1488 Ci
on 4-27-87
2. 137 Cs, Tech/Ops, 11 10 1 7.2x10-6

Amersham Calibration
Device, Model 77302
Serial 8585, 0 165 Ci
on 7-21-87

w#.w&

Carl L. Gaspard
Radiation Safety Officer

NUCLEAIR MEBICINE SERVICE

ROOM ZENS, DECAY STORAGE ROOM
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ROCHE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CENTER INC.
52% JEFFERSON HIGHWAY, SUITE 806
JEFFERSON, LOUISIANA 70121
(504) 837-2311

Ca~! BGaspard

va medical Center

Nuclear Medicine Department
1681 Perdido Street

New Orleans, Louisiana 70146

e Carl:

Qs per your request, all further wipe tests will be reported to
you in disintegrations per minute (DPM). Please find attached
the efficiency form for the Ludlum 1000 we use to count your
Enlpet. The f-rmula we will use to convert counts per minute to
disirtegrations per minute is as follows:

efficiency

(the efficiency of the Ludlum
mode]l 1000 1s @.00934)

- .4 . '

plea;o go not hos;tatc to give me a call.
Civcerely,

ROCHE PROFESSI] SERVICE CENTER INC.

“thony J. EdWond, R.Ph,
fastern Regional Operations Manager

Enclosure

AJE/cs



." Signature:

eCALER EFFICIENCY

' Tastrusent teuted: Zi..uu,([luy_q__ 4’04(/ _/QP_O

s/N3 By . NG

Geometry of Instrumenti . ,7(-'40_,, [ (‘/"—// m
ey

s (37 Redd LSource

Source used: gE

S/N: eSS - 1398- €% k.
Activity: o .C_..C(L(:_S.- .’._......--
DATA: One Minute Counts: l.

Average!:
- backaround:

= Net CPM’

ACTION LEVEL FOR WIPE TESTING 1S 10 NANOCURIES

OR 2.2 X 109 DPM (22,000 DPM)

Efficiency Equation:

Net CPM of standard source
- =« Efficiency

Source Activity X 2.2 X 10® dpw/uCi
i U, B . 20958

EFFICIENCY OF COUNTING INSTRUMENT 1S ‘012‘1,58

i D‘TlRHIlATION'OF ACTION LEVEL (10 NANOCURIES) 1IN CPNM!

Equation:
gEfficiency X 22000 DPM = Action Level in CPM

D026 x zze00 UPH = 206 CPm

' Therefore, any internal wipe test reacing exceeding M_ CPM
will Dbe considered more than |\e recommended by regululatory
sgencies, and somne sction should be taken toO correct
contamination. Decontamination procedures are outlined in the

policies and procedure manual. /
i/ 5

/ ,'{(U%,Qiﬁg_“_ date: _ N7 fieg




AUG 29 1089

In Reply Refer To:
Docket: 30-15040/89-02
License: 17-01322-07

Veterans Administration Medical Center
ATIN: John Church
Hospital Director
160] Perdido Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70146

Gentlemen:

This refers to the routine, unannounced radiation safety inspection conducted
by Ms. L. L. Kasner of this office on August 9 and 10, 1989, of the activities
authorized by NRC Byproduct Material License 17-01322-07 and to the discussion
of our findings held by the inspector with members of your staff at the
conclusion of the inspection.

The inspection was an examinatien of the activities conducted under the license
as they relate to radiation safety and to compliance with the Commi<sion's
rules and regulations and the conditions of the license. The inspection
consisted of selective examinations of procedures and representative records,
interviews of personnel, and observations by the inspector.

During this inspection, the inspector also reviewed the organization of both
the nuclear medicine and research departments and the effectiveness of the
Radiation Safety Committee and the Radiation Safety Officer in managing the
various aspects of your radiation safety program. The inspector observed that
these individuals appeared to function well in their respective roles and
generally performed program audits that adequately identified and corrected
potential safety problems.

The inspector also reviewed byproduct material receipt, utilization, and
disposal activities and observed tnat these activities were conducted as
authorized by your NRC Materials License. The inspector observed that the
facilities designated for use by the nuclear medicine department, research
labs, and storage area for byproduct material waste met the requirements of the
Commission's regulations and the conditions of the license.

During this inspection, the inspector reviewed, with members of your staff,
your proposed corrective actions related to the violations identified during
the previous inzpection conducted on May 11, 1989. Pursuant to our review of
your letter dated July 13, 1989, 1t 1s our understanding that you will continue
to suspend the use of xenon-133 until construction of the proposed exhaust
system 1s completed. Additionally, we understand that you will verify the
completion of your proposed corrective actions prior to using xencn~133 in the
nuclear medicire department. As discussed with your staff, your proposed

A
RIV:NMISVRL C:NMIsNNE C:NMSB '1.36’ )
LKasner ;1w CLCain WLFisher g |
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Veterans Administration 2
Medical Center

changes may require license amendment and should be submi..ed for NRC review
prior vo implementation.

As reviewed with you at the conclusion of the inspection, certain of your
activities were found not to be conducted in full compliance with NRC
requirements. Consequently, you are required to respond to this matter, in
writing, in accordence with the provisions of Section 2.20]1 of the NRC's “Rules
of Practice," Part 2, Title 10, Code of Federa! Regulations. Your response
should be based on the specifics contained in the Notice of Violation enclosed
with this letter.

The response directed by this letter and accompanying Notice s not subject to
the clearance procedures of the Office of Management and Budget as required by
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, PL 96-511.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, we will be pleased to
discuss them with you.

Sincerely,

Original Signed By:
william L. Fisher

William L. Fisher, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety Branch

Enclosure:
Appendix = Notice of Violetion

cc w/enclosure:
Louisiana Radiation Control Program Director

bec:

DMB - Original (1E-07)
RDMartin

ABBeach

REHal

WLFisher

LShea, RM/ALF (AR-2015)
*CLCain

*RJEverett

*Inspector

*NMSB

*MIS System

*RIV Files (2)

*RSTS Operator

*W/766



APPENDIX
NOTICE OF VIOLAT.ON

Veterans Administration Medical Center Docket: 30-15040/89-02
New Orleans, Louisiana License: 17-01322-07

During an NRC inspection conducted on August & and 10, 1989, violations of NRC
requirements were identified. In accordance with the "Genera)l Statement of
Policy and Procedure for NRC Enforcement Actions," 10 CFR Part 2, Appendix C
(1989) (Enforcement Policy), the vicolations are listed below:

1. 10 CFR 35.50(b)(3) requires that each dose calibrator be tested for
1inearity upon ‘mstallation and at least quarterly thereafter over the
range of its use between the highest dosage that will be administered to a
patient and 10 microcuries.

Contrary to the above, during the period between January 1988 and
August 1989, a Picker Micro-Cal dose calibrator, Serial No. 238201, had
not been tested for linearity at activity ranges as low as 10 microcuries.

This is a Severity Level IV violation. (Supplement VI)

2. 10 CFR 35.50(e) requires that a record shal)l be maintained for 2 years for
each test performed under Section 35.50(b)(2) and (b)(3).

Contrary to the above, during the inspection conducted on August 9 and 10.
1989, records of the 1inearity test performed during the fourth quarter of
1988 and an accuracy test performed in 1988 on & Picker Micro-Cal dose
calibrator, Serial No. 238201, were not available.

This 1s Severity Level V violation. (Supplement VI)

3. 10 CFR 35.59(d) requires that records of leak tests of sealed sources
shall be retained for a period of 5 years.

Contrary to the above, during the inspection conducted on August 9 and 10,
1989, records of leak tests of two cesium-137 sealed sources (Serial

Nos. S596 and S595) performed during April 1988 and April 1989 were not
available.

This is a Severity Level V violation. (Supplement VI)

4. 10 CFR 35.59(g) requires, in part, that a 1icensee shall conduct &
quarterly physical inventory of all sealed socurces in 1ts possession and
shall retain records of such inventories for 5 years.

Contrary to the above, during the inspection conducted on August 9 and 10,
1989, records of physical inventories of two sealed sources performed



during the first, second, and third quarters of 1988 and the first quarter
of 1989 were not available.

This is Severity Level V violation. (Supplement VI)

10 CFR 35.70(h) requires, in part, that a licensee shall retain a record
of each survey required in § 35.70 for a neriod of 2 years. Additionally,
records of surveys performed to detect removable contamination must
include the detected reimovable contamination expressed in disintegrations
per minute per 100 square centimeters.

Contrary to the above, during the period from January 1988 to the date of
this ‘nspection, results of surveys performed to detect removable
contamination had been recorded with detected contamination expressed in
counts per minute per 100 square centimeters rather than disintegrations
per minute as required.

Thie 1s a Severity Level V violation. (Supplemen: VI)

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 2.201, Veterans Administration Medical
Center is hereby required to submit to this office, within 30 days of the date
of the letter transmitting this Notice, a written statement or explanation in
reply, including for each violation: (1) the reason for the violation {f
admitted, (2) the corrective steps which have been taken and the results
achieved, (3) the corrective steps which wil)l be taken to avoid further
violations, and (4) the date when full compliance will be achieved. Where good
cause is shown, consideration will be given to extending the respcnse time.

Dated at Arlington, Texas,

29th  day of August 1989



