
- - - .

f

. .

,dt,g UNno strats
,

fe .,t NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
|

,\
"

RtoioN iv |E
,

[ URANIUM RECoV FitLD OmCE
"* DENvtR, ColoRAoo a022s

!

OCT 2 A 1939 [
t

URf0:EFH i
Docket No. 40-8681 !

Sun-f 3(T |
t

Mr. Ronald N. Paltzke (Energy fuels Nuclear
!

P.O. Box 152 l
<

Bingham Canyon, Utah 84006
i

Dear Mr. Paltzke: j
i

This is in response to your requests made during our meeting of July 26, 1989,-
|and subsequent telephone conversation. You requested that we inform you if ,

disposal of radioactive-contaminated trash and equipment, resulting from the j
shutdown and decommissioning of your secondary recovery of uranium operations |
at the Bingham Canyon copper mill, could be authorized at the UNETCO White Mesa !

Uranium Mill tailings site near Blanding, Utah. The secondary recovery !' operations were performed pursuant to a permit issued by the State of Utah. ;

I
Wastes, contaminated trash and equipment from a secondary recovery operation i
are not considered by the Commission to meet the definition of byproduct .{material. In the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, byproduct material is

}defined (Section 11e(2)) as "the tailings or wastes produced by the extraction ;
or concentration of uranium or thorium from any ore processed primarily for'its i
source material content." Since the operations at Bingham Canyon were i

primarily for the extraction from ore of copper, the wastes generated are not i
byproduct material as defined above. The Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation :|
Control Act of 1978, stipulated that all uranium mill tailings are to be |

| reclaimed and title transferred to the Federal Government (or the State at its joption) for perpetual care. If wastes that do not meet the definition of
|

| byproduct material are disposed of in a uranium mill tailings site, the Federal
i

Government agency (in this case, the Department of EnergyF may not be *

authorized to take possession of the site. This subject is currently being ;

discussed with DOE. In addition, the Com.nission is corsidering whether the !
current position on disposal of wastes other than byproduct material should be '!

| reevaluated. If there is any change in Commission position, you will be j
informed.'

|
,

;

| It is our understanding that the material you wish to dispose of would be very i

small in relation to the volume of mill tailings at the White Mesa site and I
would have commensurate radioactivity levels. Therefore, from a technical i
standpoint, it may be possible for you to demonstrate that the proposed |disposal would not have any adverse effects on the eventual reclamation of the

8911020186 891024 ''

f Wst. opeo gg pg : s s

Pas,
'

s

. _ _



f .:

. . . . .

.

' .-.

,

2 OCT 241989

all) facility. However, you will need to receive from 00E (or the State) a
statement that this disposal would not compromise their ability to take
possession of the mill tailings site.

If we can be of any further assistance, plea'se let us know.

S 4nce. rely,

t/A . At
,

Director

cc: Mr. Larry Anderson, Utah Department of Health
Mr. Don Sparling, VMETCO White Mesa Mill
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