
. - -

j',

2

i

.,a.. . , p- Mo7 !s, . . .

) UNITED ST ATES ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION AGENCY !
ncoion vi +

RETUR4 ORIGINAL TO PDR,HQ. !
~5' m inossaveuuc

oALLAS. TD AS 76P02 *

| SEP 14 Y
"

4 la e n !-

h'tr. Yeuneth %seret Carr 3 .

1 Chatruan O >g dy g<#

'

.

Unittd $tates Huclear .- ;

#1 %mlatory remissieg
2 vesM et en , 0,C. MSH /g8 M ' |0 c'

)
) !

) Dearjtr. Carrs j
i It wa's a pleasure to reeet yev' recently and 1 etelegire f9e the delay in f

providing yov with the infermetten you receested on the f.nre *tecee sitte :
in Cushing, Oklehema. tMfertwnately car files en the site heti been forwarded |
to f!M Headquarters and we have just new retrieved thea. I att pleased i
to drovide you with this inforvaation and I with to reiterate that the
Inviror. mental Protection Agency (EFA), e gion 6 is pleased to offern
tochnical 'ssistance to the f*gclear ilegulatory Coms16sion (N9C}'to '

develop a .;0mprehensive correttive action plan for this sito. f

Coclosed, for your infomation is a complete copy of our file, which incluses |copfes of sampling and inspection reports condected during 1934, 1946 and i
1%7 showing the presence of radium, and thoriva in sell s19does and croond

-p r,%, .+~ n wate(. atAd40s,wyensdeteMhttedtgeweMbeJesertstfEmwMW ' |
'{.

detail, sisease have the contact stil Taylor of my staff et (FTS) .%A741,

?In aviottion, I wish to point out tuat in arass of mtval conceen '.eC |
.

#nt! (PA c gte 6 have worked well together. State the State of '<eir :*ctico '!e
i returnd its regulatory res;ionsiht11ty for urantus utils to WC in June 1

of 19M IPA Region 6 has coordinated with MC's Regian 6, UraMun tecnvery j
<

Fleid Of fice en requirecents at two Superfund Sites. Ur signeet the first i

EPHMC 4emorandtm of Caderstandino (.Wl) nn joint ivrisdiction rer.ordin.) ;

s|
the t'31ted Muclear Corpscation (tWC) Superfund si e. Cletne is ami croceedinc !t

ce this site. He also anticipate signint) a second Mis on t.he .Lo;irst eLa !
*

,g Mining; Csepony site ir autust or Septe:e.rr of this year. A conv of the jgn, Ci< tt' is reclosed.
j

ut '

[u In your testimony yet. Indicated thet ''RC woulo da rurcising .H.rtviction
over sites wr.ere Nnt licenses have been terminated. Ce are pleased to

if hear.this, however, this would te a significant change in th* IM) rait:v
(Tederal Rer,ister. Velom 6, hnhee !?5. Thursday, Septe.1ber A,190g ,

o$Ug Fviet and occuletions, sa7e 10t41). The policy states that under the j
a: a)reewnt tho6e tites which have teminated licenses . rill be 4ddressedy$g under Superfund. In order to bring (I'A/MC policiet up to date, I

recc*Htad titt Y'C coritect Henry Longest. Ifirector, Office of L'*troencywe.u
and Renedial Pesponse, office of 5o114 itaste and trerq**cy tessonse. |

Washington, D.C., u tut the 19C3 N90 tan he undited to reflect CC's I
prese91 position. "r. Longest v.ay te reached at (?C2) #2-215.0. |
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Also enclosed is a list of EPA Region 6 CERCLIS sites in Agreement States
which this Region is investigating under Superfund. We would ho pleased !
to coordinate on these and any sites where hazardous waste has mixed or !
become comingled with a by-product, source or special nuclear material t

traditionally regulated under the Atomic Energy Act, as amended. r

!

As stated earlier, your testimony indicated that NRC would be evaluating f
facilities where NRC licenses have been terminated. Along these same lines, !
I would like you to encourage NRC to further evaluate environmental conditions ;at currently licensed facil' ties in Agreement States under the Atomic Energy :
Act, as amended. Experience in EPA Region 6 indicates that licensing actions '

in Agreement States, particularly with regard to uranium mill tailings :
facilities, have not always been adequate in addressing grcund water migration, '

|
reclamation and financial assurance concerns in order to implement closure.
One'such example of deficient regulatory requirements in an Agreement State
is apparent in New Mexico. State regulation and oversight of uranium mill ,

facilities; began in 1974, and resulted in significant enviromnental problems t

and the subsequent listing of two facilities on the National Priorities
;

List (those listed earlier). When New Mexico returned the licensing program :
i

for uranium mills back to NRC in 1986, it is our understanding that deficiencies '

in the State' Program were also quite apparent to NRC.

As you are aware, similar concerns with regard to mill tailings currentlyi

or potentially exist in Agreement States within EPA Region 6 trefer to
enclosed EPA Region 6 CERCLIS list) and in other EPA Regions. My staff

'
-

has shared these concerns with NRC staff in the past in order to encourage
fiRC reviews of State regulatory programs. i

'

s.s...s-+ y:r.a, .
- ~ ~ We look forwardYtW wbrkfng' w. ith .NRC in'our'w ,- ~ mutual effsrts to protect public

. . .o -

health and the environment. If I can be of any assistance, please let me
,

know. ',

;Sincerely yours, '

| Allyn M. Davis
!Director

'

Hazard Waste Management Division (6H)
y

Enclosure
;

,

f

t

i

i

'
|

. .______ __ __._ _ _ __ __ _ _ . . _ _ . _ _ . _ _ _ . . . _ _ _ _ . _ . _ . . - . . , _ . _ . .



*
.

,

|.
'

-
. ,

'
'.

.

t.atthen C6a96m, 'eting 4stistant Mninistratriete:
'f fico r f Scit * 'f aste Aed TH rgetty t'etacca win c r 21w.a. ,

'

a 4 t r 1 *,t et e t (wi rnr.see.t 4 ) Pret v.t 49 4..enry
i
L

s"ry Le:pst , G1rert r.r ;

tif h.e of 1.mrpency and Wesitat Caspans9 w/o neletore s ,

' ,4ter e at r t T avicon ws.t at trotection Mar.;y ,

!
rNchard J . But v.s d

Office of ''adiation Programs. Otretter
t nite.d States Ts vironaretal l'retecibn A;ecy

,

' ct t et 9. 81ert1% RNJional Maintstrat3r ;
i '

L.5. 4tlear hguletery Caus16sles
itealea Itf w/0 =*clesweet . ,

c,,

Rajtaend 14411. Lirector ,

'i.5, t'rc,ulatory teosittiog t

wotoa IV w/o encletsres ,

i. ert Nyis, Regitinal A.ef a9strator ;
a

" 5. Reguletory ., Cod $sion,
>i mian III v/* ar. closures

Sec: 11111am Rowe (6H-EO)
-

,

,

D = r=1m'+ tv 44 es s. g -e o e a 'W e ye d.4 5 ** ese.e 4 p .''Te g e .* .g < g a

*** #' y- *e ** e

| -

.

I
i

l

t

.

I :
;

; !

t

'
i

|
'

!
'

(

!
? :

i
'

I

1

1<

'

.1


