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October 9, 1989 .

:-

**- ' Director, Office of Enforcement'U[o.... ,,., U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
'""~'d''**** Attn.: Document Control Desk

Washington, D.C. 20555

Ret Reply to a Notice of Violation
Docket #: 030-12270
License 0 06-17145-01
EA 89-134
NRC' Inspection No. 89-001

:

Dear Sir
In accordance with your letter of September 18, 1989 regarding the
Notice of Violation and the proposed imposition of Civil Penalty,

"Bradley Memorial Hospital and Health Center has enclosed a check for
$625.-- (the proposed civil penalty); and has provided responses to
the items requested.

'IIn your. letter of September 18, 1989 you requested responses to
Enclosure 2. Attached you will find the hospital's responses to these f

- items.
The Radiation Safety Officer, the Radiation Safety Committee and the
hospital's physicists will be taking an active role in monitoring the ,

department's activities. The functions and roles of each party are
.'

detailed in the hospital's responses. I." you require further inform-
ation or clarification, please feel free to contact me.

!

!

o

Very truly o rs,

' ;

ohn Mullett t.

President
*

cc: Regional Administrator
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I
475 Allendale Rd.
King of Prussia, PA 19406 q

Encl.
JFHig |

0910190190 89100? NfCNMSS LIC30
06-17145-01 PDC [[

Ouality Health Care for the Southington Community
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J HOSPITAL RESPONSES TO ENCLOSURE 2' , . - ,.

}, '
,

1

'A. The-licensee states that the new Chief Nuclear Medicine Technologist
. .has been assigned to review and update all policies and procedures' *. 'and communicate.them to the staff. The licensee should~ describe the1

role of the Radiation Safety Committee and the Radiation Safety
Officer,in reviewing and approving.these changes and in ensuring

*

the continuing implementation of the training program.
Response:-

|
-

The hospital hired a trained and certified nuclear medicine technologist
two weeks prior.to the NBC inspection in March of this year. The
individual the hospital hired began work in April and her first task
was to review and-update-all the policies and procedures of the depart-
ment under the direction of the RSO. In June of this year all of,the
policies and procedures within the nuclear medicine department-were-
reviewed and updated.
The procedure,followed within the institution for review and approval
of the' policies and procedures is for the Chief Nuclear Medicine
Technologist-to submit proposed changes to the RS0; The RSO reviews
t.he proposed changes and updates the policies and procedures, and

' : submits his recommendations to the Radiation Safety Committee for
. approval. Once the policies and procedures are approved,.the Chief

p: Nuclear Medicine Technologist reviews them with the staff. Each staff
J member is required to initial any policy changes once-he/she has

[p
reviewed and understands the change.
The department also has a training program which is for all individuals

| who workrin or are frequenting the restricted area. This training
L program is reviewed and approved at the Radiation Safety Committee on
!.* a yearly basis..All' employees who work in the restricted area are

required to review the program on a yearly basis. The items included
in the training program are the following4

p 1. The technologist will be kept informed of storage, transfer or-use,

6 -of. radioactive materials or of' radiation.
2. The technologist will be instructed in the following:-*

!' a. Health protection and problems associated with exposure to
e radioactive materials or radiation.e ,

b. precautions or procedures to minimize exposure.,, ,

M c. The purpose and function of protective devices.
d. The applicable NRC regulations and licenses for the protection,

P of personnel from exposure and observance of such.
e. Their responsibility to promptly report to the licensee any

J condition which may lead to or cause a violation of NRC
' regulations and licenses or an unnecessary exposure.

f. Appropriate response to warnings in the event of any unusualm

L occurrence or malfunction that may involve exposure,
'

The training program has been reviewed by the RSO and approved by them

Radiation Safety Committee. Copies of the Radiation Safety Committeer
minutes are at. ached for your review.

!l , ,
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S' B. The licensee described' adequate corrective action, except'that the
' sample chart.for dose calibrator constancy does not include accept--

able limits of variance.' Provide information regarding how'the limit-

- of variance will| be determined and' how the personnel- performing the ,
test will be or have been informed of the method.s

Responses-
The sample chart for the dose calibrator constancy is set up according-
: to the accuracy ~of the dose calibrator. The limits of variance are"

1 5%. .The hospital's physicist has determined the value of the
standards and the chart includes the value of the standard with'the
+5% and -5% range identified. The technologist now obtains the value

-with the dose calibrator and_ compares it to the-standard range. If
'

the value is over.the~45% limit or under the -5% limit, the technolo-.

gist will immediately notify the RSO and the Chief Nuclear Technolo-
'

gist. No patient studies will be_ performed until the problem is
rectified. All' nuclear medicine technologists have been inserviced
on this procedure.

,

<
- C.,D.,E.,F. No further information requested,

t k

O.11. The licensee should describe the instrument which-will be used for
evaluating contamination on personnel.

'
Response

9, The. instrument that will be used to evaluate contamination on'

_ personnel will.be the G-M'aurvey meter.'

,

''
' O. 2..No further-information required.

.H; The licensee submitted ~ confusing information concerning this violation.
< n- The licensee should make explicit statements regarding when physical

checks of the ventilation rates were and will be-made and who wil3'
- make the checks.

' Response:
.The Chief of Nuclear Medicine will do the collecting systems checks
' of the radioactive aerosols and gases on the last Friday of every
month. The hospital's physicists will measure the ventilation rates

s
or radioactive aerosols and gases in the imaging room and surrounding
areas, which was done on July 1, 1989 and will be done again.on

~ January 1, 1990 continuing as such every six months.
_ _

- These changes will be documented and checked by the Radiation Safety
Officer and presented to the Radiation Safety Committee on a bi-annual
basis.

I. No further information required.

-2-
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~JL The' licensee should state and ensurei hat al1~ instruments are nowtj, i

" equipped with~ dedicated check' sources.-g;

Responses-'

,

At the time ofEthe inspsetion conducted on March 30,;1989, the hospital- 3

rr . 'was using instruments loaned to us'by our physicist-while the" * '

~

v hospital's instruments were out being calibrated.
.The hospital's survey instruments were and. continue.to be equipped,
with dedicated check sources and.are checked daily with results being:

~

: logged and initialed..
'The date and time of. calibration is noted on our survey' instruments.

.

l

K. The 1icensee;should describe the procedure for ensuring that the
~

instrument is calibrated.at this' required interval;

N- Response:
The policy of the Nuclear Medicine Department is.that the;"cutte-pie"
ionization chamber will be' calibrated. annually by the hospital's
physicist.:The last calibration,was done in May 1989 and will continua

cto be done annually.every May.co
: This will- be documented and checked by- the RSO and presented. annually.
to the: Radiation Safety. Committee.-

i
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p Augus t 4,1989|-

!
i' A mee t i ng of the Radition Safety Cisnmi t tee van held on Friday, Augus t 4,

1989 at 12:00 noon in conference huom H. 11e meeting was called to order
by chairperson, Dr. Alan Hel ton.

In a t tendance were !)r. Mel ton, Pa tr icia Corr.ol i no, R. N. , Clare nce Sil via ,
Vice President, Michele Rispoli, K'HT Chief Hulcar Medicine Technologist.p ,

,

Hinuten were read aral old businens discuaned t
1. 1ho technologistn have correc ted all viola tions from the IWC.
2. 1)oree n Fazo, R. T. (H) re turned f rom her leave on June 19, 1989.
3. 1he hospi tal ha s no t yet received an answer from the NHC regarding

Michele Rispoll as the -Radiation Safe ty Of ficer.

NW Bus i ne s s :
1. Dr. Mel ton, Michele Rinpoli, and Clarence Silvia, Vice President

' a t tenkled an Enforcement Conference to discuss the viola tinns aral
correc tions tha t were made. 1he NRC will review the corrections arvi
contac t. the hospital, upon comple tion of this review.

| 2. 1hc department han purchan.d a new done calibrator reference'"

source, a new spot marker source, new syringe shields, and new safe ty
glasses.

.
' 3. 1he depar tment ordered lead lined cabine ta, plas tic sharps

containers , a lead lined re f r igera tor , arsi a Xenogard siir/ trap monitor.

I- '1hc meeting was adjourned a t 1:15 p.M. '

Res pi e t full y nuhmi t ted , !
, ,

$ V ~~ '
la n Mel ton, M.ll . '

.

I !!! $ h hhk +

' w ,.
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k.1une 2(i. 1989
!'
,

A twe ting of . the Rnd { n t ion Sa f a ty Commi t tee wa n held on HoerIny, Jiina 2 fi ,
1989 at 12:00 noon in Conf arence Ronm n. Die macting wna enlied to order
by the RSO, Dr. Alan Mel ton.

'

In a t tanJanee were!' Dr. Alan Mel ton, RSo, Pa tric in Cor.r.nl i no. R . N. ,
Clarence Silvin, Vice Pren trient Managament Reprenanta t ive. Michele Riepoll.
NHT, Chle f Nuclear Med icine Technol ogi s t and Doree n Tar.o. R . T. ( R ) .

1. Minuten from Hny 1 1989 were rend and npproved. No correc tions orchnrgen were made.

-2. Old Muninenn t

' l '. - Corrections nf MRC viola tions were dimenened anl reviewed.
3. New Busi nen n :

1. - The Nucl en r. Med le i ne Technologlet Training Program was discuaned.
2. 1he RSC and RSO ngreed tha t ' Nocl an t Medicine Tech nol ogl e t wil l be

'

i. '
. trained and kniw all rad {n tion nn fe ty proceduren.|. '3. Par t 19 and Par t 20 of the Req. Culde were rev{ewed.

L
'

4.- Conclusion .

The Rad in t ion Sn fe t y Commi t tac npproved the Nocienr Med icina
Training Program not all quentiona on Part 19 nni Part 20 of the Reg.
Culde.were answered.,

p

The 'inac t ing wna ndjourned n t 2 :00 P.M.
,
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, ' Hay 1, 1989,

i. .

I

i

A mee t i ng of the Raditjon Safety. Cisnmi t tee wa s held on Howlay. . Hay .1,1989
|

:

at 12:00 noon in Conference Room B. *lhe meeting van called to order by iL chairperson, Dr. Alan Het ton. '

i !

in a t tendance weret - Dr., Mel ton, Pa t r icia Cozzol ino, R. N. , Clare nce Sil via , -
- |

!,

| Vice President,~ H,1chele Hispoll NHr Chief Nuclear Technologist.
|

Minutes were read and old business was discuaned t !

|1. 'lioreen razo was granted an extended ' leave of absence. She will be ireturning to the depar tment on June 19, 1989.
2. 1he Radiology Department Heads have continued to interview for a ,

'

full-time Nuclear Medicine Tec hnol og i s t.
:

New Busi ne as t
1. On March 30, 1989, the depar tment was inspec ted by- the NuclearRegulatory Comminston. Several violations were brought forth by the

Cimmn i s s i o n. . Dr. Nel ton read the viola tions to the Cornmittee.
'

i.

7 2 Dr. Hel ton announced tha t, as of today, Hichele Rispoli, has been ;
l

hired as' the f ull-time Nuclear Med icine Technologist. Also, a letter han
been sent to the i

NRC requen ting an ameralment to the license, making Michele
,(i the Radiation Safety Of ficer.

. "

The mee t i ng wa s ad j ou r ned a t 1 :00 P.H.

' . . .
Mespectftil1y nuhmitted,

s

4

,

4 e d es*W

>.

Alan Hel ton, M.D.
i

ec

b
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February 15, 1989' !
'

1

-(
!A mee t i ng of the

p.ediat ion Safety isnmittee was held on Wednesday, February
[

C
15, 1989 at 12:00 noon in Conf erence Room B. 1he meeting was called to
order by chairperson, Dr. Alan Hel ton. .

i
->

i n a t t e rst a nce were : Dr. Mel ton, Patricia Cottolino. R. N. . Clarence Sil via, t
'

Vice President, enti Mike Pikoro, ll.T.tR).
,

Minutes were read. and old business was discussed t ;
1. .It is fel t that the let ter that won sent to all re ferring

physicians concerning exam times ard explana tions had a positive inipa c t .
No further problems have occurred. .

!

Niv Busi nc a s t :
'

l . Hike Pikora , R. T.(R) has accepted a pos i tion el sewhere. As of
February 20, 1989, he wilI no longer bo wi th us. Al so, Jud y Joyce , R. T. (R)
has accepted a position elsewhere. .ludy continued to oversee the Nuclear ,

'

Medicine Department ever af ter she became the Hadiology Supervisor.
linfor tuna tely, Doreen Fato, R.T.(R) is on a maternity leave until Hay.

',i
The

depar twent has begun. adver tieing for a f ull-time Nuclear Med icine ,

Tech nol og i s t .
2.

1hc NRC I nf orma t ion Not ice No. 89-02 was filscussed to remird! licensees aid their employees of the penal ties that could result from the
|

.

,

' intentional violation of regula tory requirements.
. 3. .1he NRC Information Notice No. 89-12 was discussed to aler tLc recipienta to a f requent problem concerning' dose calibra tor quali ty control

L . ten ts , identified by NHC inspectors during inspec t ions of med ical programs,
and also to emphasize the impor tance of quality control procedures for
citulpment ysedf to assay patient doses.

+'

- 11 c mee t i ng wa s ad j ou r ned a t 1 : 30 p.H.
r
'

s

Resp t fulIy aubmitled ,!
!
1

b
b -Q,

Ly Alan Hel ton, M.D.

N I Irs.e *I ul I,,h talll3 llt filth ('ns(* l !I.'Ul |!O04
I
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