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On July 13, 1989 final preparations were being made for entering Mode 4
following the refueling outage. The steam generator levels were below the
low-low level trip due to a special evolution in progress to conduct boric
acid crevice flushing of the steam generators. To allow the reactor trip
breakers to be reset for breaker and cold rod drop testing, the doors to
several of the reactor protection system racks were open to allow installation
of adjustment potentiometers that provided simulated steam generatcr levels.
Because trip breaker testing was completed, rod drop testing had been
postpened, and it was desired that the rack doors be shut for entry into Mode
4, the Manager of Operations and Maintenance (0&M) directed the potentiometers
be removed and the doors shut. When the test signals were removed the actual
live signals resulted in a steam generator low-low level reactor trip signal
causing the Reactor Trip breakers to open. The rods were not latched nor were
the rod drive motor generators running. This event had no effect on the
public health and safety.

The causes of this event were that both management and the technicians
bypassed normal work control systems, and that inadequate controls were in
place for the reactor protection racks. Corrective actions will be to develop
controls for the reactor protection racks, and to issue a memorandum for all
plant personnel regarding management and worker responsibilities and
relationships.
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