November 9, 1989

Dr, A, David Rossin

Environmental Conservation Urganizetion
Sufte 320

101 First Street

Los Altos, Celifornie 94022

Dear Dr, Rossir:

Your letter dated October 27, 1965, to Chatrmen Carr was referred to me for
reply. In your letter you expressed concern, on behalf of the Envircamental
Conservetion Organization, that & potentia) restort of the Rancho Seco Nuclear
Generating Station may be compromised by closure actions initieted before plent
decomissioning s suthorized in accordance with Federal regulations, Based on
siiilar concerns expressed in & letter dated June 27, 1989, your organfzation
was included on the Rancho Seco distribution 14st to allow you to keep abreast
ot the regulatory process associated with plant closure.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 1s closely monitoring the Rancho
Seco plent clesure to ensure continued compliance with the plant operating

I1cense and Federa) regulations, Before initiating irreversible steps toward
deconmissioning, the 1icersee for Rancho Seco, the Sacramento Municipe) Utility
District (SMUD), 1s recuired to submit & decommissfoning plan in accordance

with 10 CFR 50,82 and obtain spproval from the NRC. Consistert with applicable
provisions of the Commission's regulations, public participation in those matters
requiring NRC action will be solicited by the NRC through notices published 1n the

federal Register.

Interim operating 1icense emendments and other regulatory relief that do

not ajpear to constitute irreversible steps toward decommissinning may be
sought by the licensee and authorized by the NKC before approval of the overal)
decommissioning plen, To the extent such metters recuire NRC action, they will
be snnounced vie @ F!*!r‘1 Register notice and public participation will be
solicited before the oa'*&"?ﬁglizoe. Procecures describing the pubiic
participetion process are included in the federal Register with notifications
of proposed actions,

Sincerely,
original signed by James G. Partlow

Thomas E. Hurley, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Procedures availeble to the public to challenge proposed NRC actions are
included in ta;.%%giiééli‘!**%*Y' You wili have the opportunity to intervene
in the Rancho ng whenever an interim closuie action or the
decommissioning plen 1s announced by the NRC,

Sincerely,

Thomas E. Murley, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Procedures available to the public to challenge proposed NRC actions ere
included in the {gg***l_!*glg**_. You will have the opportunity to initiete
your intentions to ervene the Rancho Seco decomrissioning whenever an
interim closure action or the decomissioning plan 1s announced by the KRC,

Sincerely,

Thomas £. Murley, Director
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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