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3300 Rivermont Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24503
Telephone: 804-522.-4000

not b, 1787

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C., 280555

Gentlemen:
SUBRJ: EXPLANATION OF CITED VIOLATIONS

Ref: (1) NRC Inspection Report No. 45-10542-01/89-01
(2) Docket No. 030-03343
(3) License No. 45-10542-01

This i® in response to your letter dated @4 October 1989
concerning certain activities that sppear to violate NRC
recuirements. These activities vere observed by Mr. E. Cline
during hie routine inspection on 13 September 1989 at this
facility.

During Mr. Cline’'s inspection conducted on the above mentioned
date, the folloving violations of NRC requirements vere
identified:

A. 10 CFR 35.22 (b) (6) requires the Radiation Safety Commitiee
to reviev annually vith the assistance of the Radiation
Safety Officer, the radiation safety program.

Contrary to the above, betveen April 1, 1987 and
September 1%, 1989, the Radiation Safety Committee iailed to
reviev annually the radiation safety program.

Reply to @ notice of violation: - ACKNOWLEDGED -

Our radiation safety program vas revieved by the Radiation
Safety Officer. Thie wvae an agenda item at the past three
quarterly neetings. We have failed to cover this item during
each of these meetings due to time constraints. We are presently
utilizing the services of a contract physiciet vho has revieved
our safety p.ogram and vill present it for reviev at our next
meeting on 9 November 1989. Thie is a firet violation of thie
type and we shall ensure this program is revieved annually as
required in the future, Compliance NLT 9 November 1989,
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B, 10 CFR 35.22 (#) (}) requires the wmembership of the Radiation
Safety Committee to consist of et least three individuale and
must include a represeniative of the nursing service.

10 CFR 35.22 (a) (4) (111) requires the minutes of each
Radietion Safety Comwittee meeting to include the menbters
absent,

Contrary to the sbove, betveen May 27, 1987 and May 11, 1989,
the representative of the nureing service vas not present for
nine (9) wmeetings of the Radistion Safety Committee. Also,
the representative of the nureing service vae not documented
a8 absent on the minutes of these Radiation Safety Committee
meetings. Compliance NLT 9 November 1989.

Reply to & notice of violation: - ACKNOWLEDGED -

Qur policy hae been mocdified Lo include an alternate
representative from nursing eervice. This vill ensure
representation at all meetings.

We were not avare of the requirements for documentation of
membere absent from the meetinge. This practice has been
discussed with our recording secretary and a format specified
that wvill list those present in one column and those abeent in an
adjacent column, Compliance NLT 9 November 1989.

cC. 10 CFR 35.50 (b) (4) requires that the licensee to test each
dose calibrator for geometry dependence upon installation
over the range of volumes and volume configurations for wvhich
it vill be used,

Contrary to the above, betveen April 1, 1587 and September
12, 1989, the Radx Model Assayer No., | dose calibrator vas
not tested for geometry dependence.

Reply to & notice of violation: - ACKNOWLEDGED -

Our dose calibrator has been in constant service since 1980.
Our supervising technologist assures ue the testing vas performed
at the time of installation, hovever, ve have been unable to
locate the docuwentation at this time. Our dose calibrator vas
recently shipped out for service and returned just prior to the
inspection. We have performed the required testing since the
inspection. We are not satisfied with the performance and will
either correct the problem on site, return it for further service
or replace it if the problem is not resolved satisfactorily.
Compliance NLT 30 November 1989,



D. 18 CFR 35,85) () requires the licensee to check each survey
instrument for proper operation wvith & dedicated check source
each day of use.

Contrary to the above, betwveen April 1, 1987 and

September 13, 1989, survey instruments vere not checked for
proper operation using a dedicated check source each day of
use.

Reply to @ notice of vielstion: - ACKNOWLEDGED -

Folloving our inspection individual check gources vere
purchased for each instrument and affixed permanently ae
appropriate. Other instrumente are checked utilizing a Ce-137
source, Our policy nov calle for daily checking of instruments
prior to daily us® vith these sources. We vere not avare of the
requirement for these daily checks., Our Radietion Safety Officer
rovtinely checked these instrumente quarterly wvhile our
technologist checked them veekly. We are nov in full compliance
vith the regulation.

E. License Condition 19 requires the licensee t0 possess and use
licensed material in accordance with statements,
representations, and procedures contained in ALARA program
dated February 26, 1982, and the application received
June 20, 1984.

(1) Item 14 of the licensee’'s application requires the
licensee to vipe test the external surface of the final
gource container upon receipt of radiocactive material.

Contrary to the above, between June 26, 1989 and
September 11, 1989, wipe tests of the external surface of
DuPont molybdenum-99/technetium-99 m generators vere not
performed.

t2) Item 1@ of the licensee’'s application requires the
licensee to perform daily checks of the dose calibrator
constancy by assaying tvo reference sources at the
appropriate instrument settings.

Cuntirary to the above, betveen November 15, 1988 and
September 13, 1989, daily checks of a Radx Model Aesayer
No. 1 dose calibrator vere not performed by assaying twvo
reference sources. We are presently in full compliance
vith the regulation.



Beply to & notice of vielation: - ACKNOVLEDGED -

Until November 15, 1988 it had been our practice to perform
those tests defined in Item 1@ and 14 of our license. Thie
practice vas discontinued upon the advice of our former physicist
@ince it vas not required by the C.F.R. He vae apparently not
avare that statements, representations and procedures contained
the ALARA program and our license must be adhered to regardless
of the C.F.R. We have resumed our former practices vith the
approprieste documentation e&nd will continue to do ®o until our
current license is amended. We are presently in full compliance
with the regulation.

We vill supply additional information or support documentation ase
needed tovarde resolution of these violatione., We are satisfied
ve are presently in full compliance or will be in the near
future. Plrase contact me if I may be of further assietance,.

Respectively,

-

Thomas £. Jividen
Presigént

cet Regional Administrator, Region 11



