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RE: Pattern III Status Report

Enclosed are sample results from the April 1st and April
16th sampling of Pattern III monitor wells. You should have received all
values for the April 1st sampling, except those for uranium, arsenic, and
selenium, which are reported here. Well M-40 is now back within baseline

' . range for all parameters except uranium which is less than 0. 2 mg/1. Well
M-43 still shows uranium and vanadium levels above baseline; however, ' oth
levels are less than 1. 0 mg/l and appear to be dropping.

The April 1st sampling of Well M-41 indicated that calcium,
magnesium, and vanadium values were abnormally high. In order to affirm
this, the Well was sampled again on April 3rd. The April 3rd sampling re-
sults indicated that the well was within the upper control limits (UCL) for the
excursion parameters (pH, conductivity, sulfate, and uranium), although I
calcium, magnesium, and vanadium levels were slightly elevated. This would
indicate that one of two things occurred: 1) that we were beginning to see the
leading edge of an excursion which was quickly reversed when injection was
stopped on April 1st, or 2) that the April 1st sample was inadvertently contam-
inated or biased. M-41 will be resampled next week, and you will be advised
of any new developments.

Pattern III production continues at 5 gpm from the upper and
lower ore zones with no injection. The net flow of 10 gpm is being routed
through the ion exchange columns to the lime treatment circuit, and barium
chloride precipitation step where the overflow is discharged to the new pond
(Reservoir B) with the underflow reporting to the old pond.
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As we discussed on the phone Monday, May 12th, future
status reports on Pattern III will be filed on a monthly basis now that injec-
tion has stopped and values for the excursion control parameters are stab-
11izing.

If you have any questions, please givc me a call at your
convenienee.

Since rely,
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M. R. Neumann
Field Environmental Coordinator
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