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'"his ec===ication is in respense to the publication of a request,
in the Taia-'' tarister of February 15, 193C, for cc nents on the petition
fer rule:aking of Willian i:. Watsen, Docket No. pD:-50-2o. ;
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San Diege Oas L Electric Oc=pany is co-evner of the San Onofre
Nuclear Generating Station (with Southern California Edisen Oc=pany), at
which Unit 1 has su passed 11 years of highly satisfactory operation and
where Units 2 and 3 are in the final stages cf construction. In our role
as a respensible nuclear electric utility, charged with providing reliable
service to cur custeners at reasonable cost, we express cu- interest in the
Watsen petition and effer the following coc=ents.

SDGLE strongly urges that the petition be denied!

Mr. Watsen's petition appears to te based on several erroneous
assumptiens, such as:

1. The dispersal cf radicactive materials contained in a nuclear
facility, subjected to an explosien free a large (e.g., 5- egaten)
atc=ic weapen, veuld represent a significa.: fraction of the
total radicactive debris created by such an event.

:~nowledgeable individuals vill recognize that a ground level
detenation, such as postulated in the petition, vill result
in very extensive cratering (i.e., excavatien of a depression
in the ground, representing the levitatien of sterial of the
order of cubic tiles in volu.e) and activation of the pulverized,
air-bcrne debris. Such debris would constitute the overwhelming
hacard to the populacion surreu. ding the site, far in excess of
the radicactive inventery cf the facility. Thus, the hazard ste=s
primarily free the weapen's effects en natural ma erials and only
< n., <. a. . . a , ., , n.. ~.u a .s .,. s m., ,. n. .o + h o n. .o l< +., r. .*a ~, ne. .. . . .. o . . - . . ...

volume of the activated structu al materials of the facility
represents a greater hazard than the nucla=- - ' ated contents of
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2. Tne explosion of a single ste._ic veapon directly on a nuclear
facility is likely. .

~he postule.ted event is wholly unlikely to be an isclated accident.
It is only conceivable as an ele =ent of an all-out nuclear exchange
on an international scale. "hus, the hazard to the public is that
of a nuclear var, rather than an isolated, direct attack on a
single facility.

3 A nuclear facility can be constructed to withstand a direct hit,
rround level detonation of an atc=ic weapon with a 5-=egaten
yield without dispersal of radioactive esterials in ncess of
100,000 curies.

Again, knculedgeable individuals understand that a direct hit
of such =agnitude, even en a facility deliberately ccnstructed
underground, vill result in essentially total vaporizatien of-
the facility as well as a very much larger volume of soil and
rock frc= the site. Thus, one is hopelessly naive to ec=te= plate
such construction and, at a minimum, i.e., staller vespons, such
censtruction would be prchibitively expensive.

It should be recalled that the basic reason for Dr. Edvard Teller's
preposal (years ago) that nuclear power plants be constructed underground
was te minimize the vulnerability of electric generation facilities to
nuclear attack and so to assure the United States with survival capability
in the event of a nuclear var. His thesis was that electric supplies are ;
vital to continuing resistance in such a conflict.

Upen a review of the foregoing ec=ments, one can only conclude
,

that Mr. 'Jatson is either naive abcut construction capabilities and weapons '

effects, or his petition is an attenpt to force unreasonable requirements !
to be imposed en new nuclear facilities based upon undiscles'ed =ctives. 4
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In s--a y, we urge the Cc=rission to deny the ~4atsen petition.
'
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Yours very truly,
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