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The presert ap;rcach to the ELW Lisposal process evidenced
by the prcposed licensing procedures eutlined in PR.Vol 44,
Mc. 236 is a= action in the proper direction. The Mississippi
Office of E=ergy supports the co= cept o f t he MRC's invciv enert
in expanded site characterizations ra ther than provisieral

'

co:struction au r be riz a t'ic=s a=d in the reviev cf the Department
of Energy's plans for site cho.racterfsation and site selection

i

precedures, metheds and criteria prior to tha use of such |
procaderes, netheds, and criteria. '

I

There are, however, r everal e c=ce= t s and qu ee tiens that
deserva additional atta= tion:

3) 3.t is west important at the state and Iccal level that
agency represc=tatives and cirisens in genera 3 have a
clear understanding cf the roles to be played by DCE,
XRC, EPA, and other federal agencios that frig h t be
invclved. The prececs new defined tencs te c3 cud a=d
distort the view as to these rolca.

Sese crerviev of these relatio= ships eheuld be nade an.
~

ongeing part of a=y state and lec'al public hearing
and/or meetings. -

-

2) There are presently several sire characterizarien
decisic=s in progress by POE, fueluding three' sites
in Mississippi. The site characterizatio= reports*

under the pre-applicarien reviev should apply in
retrospect to these efferry.

.

3) The site iharacterizatien report does not addrese-
'

directly the problems of sit e-relat e d isp ac t s , such
transportatio=, ecc:c>ic' and sociai, 'en the 30:a1e.

cud state infrastructure a.= d pep:lario=. This shocid
be specifically addreesed i= any site characterizatfor
report.
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.'4) Th.o contents of license appitea tions require plans f or
c'oping with radio 3 cgical ener gencies. These types of
plans place a considerable amount of responsih131ty for
planning on the state and local g.cverncents. The extent
and secte of the p3ans should be defined as in those
regulations required f or nuclear commercia3 power reactors

.

5) In the license anendment to deco =nission the description
of the program for post-decommissiening mo=itoring should.

be more specific and require some minimun level of activit
in perpetuity.

6) The general tone of the Srbpart C--Participation by State
Governments--gives the inpression that state and local
governme=ts are that of observers and occasional parti-
cipan ts pr,ovided they generate enough activity.

i The coneultation precess thould nive. the state a stro=ger,
! nore f ormalized ro3 a in the activities of site character 1 ration,

particularly those that relate to site specific data as eppened
| to generic data. The concurrence part of the consultation and
'

eeneurre=ce pro:ers veuld then be addressed by any state and/or
federal Java in p3 ace. Tha consultation definition and process
should be nede clearer tc the extent that the state has the
procedure avs13able to recommend shecific courses of action
whsreupon tha Virsetor of the REC's Office of Muc3 ear Materials i
Safety and Safeguarde vould respend in vriting as to why a par-
ticular recenwend atien wa s net taken, sf sc. This would define

1 the state parcicipation program in a fornal senee. This, cf
ecurse, vould ' then acdify the approval ef propesals pre esa
(Section 60.53).

!

Picase te asstred that Hisaissippi is vito11y concerned with
this proce'ss and vi'11 provide additional connants and concerns as
the issue naturer.
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