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Mr. Carl L. Onlmen
1840 Mayfair Drive, N. E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

Dear Yr. Chlman:

This is in reply to your letter of February 20, 1980, to President Carter
about licensing nuclear power plants.

A statement by Presiden. Carter on December 7, 1979, about the Report
of the President's Commission on the Accident at Three Mile Island
(the Kemeny Commission) included the fcllowing:

"Finally, | would like to discuss how we manage the transition
period during which the Kemeny recommendations are being imple-
mented. There are a number of new nuclear plants now awaiting
operating licenses or construction permits.

"Licensing decisions rest with the NRC and, as the Kemeny
Commission noted, it has the authority to proceed with licensing
these plants on a case-by-case basis, which may be used ac
ci~cumstances surrounding a plant dictate. The NRC has in=-
dicated, howaver, that it will pause in issuing new licenses

and construction permits in order to devote its full at.ention

to putting its house in order. I endorse the approach the NRC
has adopted, but I urge the RRC to complete its work as quickly
as possible, and in any event no later than six months from today.

"Once we have instituted the necessary reforms to assure safety,
we must resume the licensing process promptly so that the new
plants which we need to reduce our dependence on foreign oil can
be built and operated.”

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is cormitted to protect the public
health and safety. The Three Mile Island accident resulted in a need

for changes in the approach to safety. The %Nuclear Regulatory Commission
has found that actions recommended by its own staff and by the President's
Conmission on the Accident at Three Mile Island in the areas of human
factors, operational safety, emergency planning, nuclear power plant
design and siting, health effects, and public information are necessary
and feasible.
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At this time we are preparing for review and approval by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission an ‘ction Plan that will specify the precise
actions to be taken. It will include new or improved safety ob-
jectives, detailed criteria for their implenentation, and various
implenentation deadlines. As soon as the Action Plan is completed
and approved, the resulting requlatory requirements will be trans-
mitted to all utilities concerned.

It is racognized that there will be a significant effect on the
availability of power genc-ating capacity if those plants now in

the final stages of construction do not receive operating licenses
by the dates previously anticipated, and every effort Is being made
to avoid unnecessary delays. With this objective, the Commissioners
approved on February 28, 1930, the issuance of an NRC license to the
Tennessee Valley Authority for the Sequoyzh Nuclear Plant Unit 1 to
load fuel and, under specified conditions, to operate at low power
levels for testing. Several other similar cases are under consid-
eration.

Sincerely,

) L

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of 'luclear Reactor Regulation
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Fetruary 20,1680

The President of the ¥nited Ststes
Peshington, D.C. 20500

Deer lMr. Fresident:

1 em attsching heresith 8 copy of & letter sddressed to the
Grend Fe,ids Press, Grend Fapids, Yicnigen (ettention of the

Public Fulse) for publicetion.

_

\\f‘ If you egree with the erticle, I would ep.reciete it if you would

W’  texe ection _to register your su;port in the resuming of the _
~licensing of MNucleer I'lants so that-Azerics !i{l not be left in

the derK.’

Thenking you, I em

Zc{ﬁ_ //f;/://’%)t

Carl L. Ohlman
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Ia fect, four Utility Cocjenies (since 1575), tar five yesrs of
effort to obtain a permit for & MLCLSR DC.SF FlLANT, have beea ceuleds They
ferl trct en eypesl is en exercisa 4n futility ena expence sz3 thet the
revokinz cf the permit is a greve error end vill result in kigker electric
esargy costs and evantual shortece. Thess problers are czucsing ceny of our
Ttility Comyenies that bheve »uelesr Ilents on the drevieg beerd, or in the
rrocecs of building thexz, ere cancalling their Jrosrecle.

In conclusion, I feal thct the geaerating of ILCTLELR S00F, up
to the tira of the Three Lile incicdent, wes ted en envicbls jrovan recerd
in saving moay milliocs of dollera in genersting eleciricity with no caverss

affects aad no sericus sccidects.

re shculd recoznize the great benefits of NUCLEAR POLER to hucen
hesith end wall beipg end the survivel of cur free scciety tafcre it is too

lata,

Cerl Chl:an
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Attn: Fublie Fulcs

In coanecticn with the ebove, I would like to stete =y viewrs rezerding
‘ueleer -csar. Toe anti-luclear Eloc canis Tashington @& coasiderable ezouat of xall
e-ile the ;rozozsnts send very 1it+le. Friends of Nuelear Ioser cust Start deliver-

inz tteir rcescere tefcre i1t is too late.

erity and even the eurvivel of
loping nuticns gre tirectez2d.
tut @ vary iz;ortsnt

-

Tece grectest precent dey threst tou the [rog;
netions is the lesk of energy. Eoth devalo,ed and unceve

‘sglesr Ioner ie jort of the acsvar to that prodlez, Caly o pars,

rerte
Te ruet not tura our beck om any sov” of ecerzy when our very existaoce is

Lt etexe., T8 ueel thex ell, ez ecislly UCLIA. - JoiEF. The Anti-luclear propezizic
g% ts cra heering todey jputs dezocracy to a cevers test. CUnlecs the soliticel tread
toraré Eaer.s Levelo,~ent ia tris ecuntry, chenges repidly, there =2y not be a Toited

Ctetes in the 21st ceunturye

The T res .'{le Isleni incident was unfortunete, but jue to the leassca learned,
it w41l eti extre-e knowledge to our tecknolcsy end kelp to refins toe sefety systen and
rzie the Yuelasr scy of genersting electriclity even sefer. iuclesr Iower potentiel is
too cTezat to i nore. It #411 pley en eccenticl role over tha next 30 yoera in r22ting
cur ~ctioa's reols end belp generate the jrogreas thet zehes it poszitle for ell neticcs
to sxcs £2d grecjer. If we ore to avoid »ur, re rust te siroige

At pracont me heve 7 liuclesr Tlects that ere effected by the LUCLIZALF FRiTli-
1Y Con 12518 (OFC) freezing the iscuing of nes reacter liscences, Tresa T luclecr
.lente are rzedy to oparele o3 ecch rmoath these resetors rerein idls the netio: will use
raore thea 222,000 eiditicnal berrels éaily or etout 2/3 of the oil we irm;ortee from Iren
tefore the letest cricls - end the siaiticnsl cest to the custocers is 83 to 100 rmiliiez
éolle=s =:re beczuse replecexsnt power will be cenereted by higher coste -(ccal szd cil
fired ;lea-ts). Tulc freeze con mese us frereecinsly dejendent on ixzortad cil when the
neticn es-ze releees from C:ZC'e streagle %old., The !TL Freezo reflects a vsve of
e-aticnzlzin thet rust oot be zllowed to throttle & vitel scurce »f elergy.

It nos rejuires e NLCLELF PUEF FIJNT 10 to 12 yeers %o plen £nd build tefore
§t teccoe3 8 eo—erciel reality. 4s {ncrelible es it oy seexn, ebout belf of that tics is
s;aat f1lling out forrms, ehuffling pagers e3d wsiting for one Feguletory Azancy or acother
t5 setaiule & Learing or aepprove e Lerzit, cgiaing coasiderctly to tke cost cf every 'uclez
Jleat, In Zurope c¢nd Jepen, thay ere construciing Nucleer Fower Fleoats iz 5 to € years
where gefety stenderds rust also be zet.



