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NRC BULLETIN ON CERTAIN KAY-RAY GAUGES

Un at least three occasions in the past year, fractures have occurred

at the weld between the dome and the box of source ne“ds used in Kay-Ray
Gauges, Models 7050, 70508, 7051, 70518, 7060, 70608, 7061 and 70618.
These weld fractures caused the dome to separate from the box exposing
the 500 millicurie cesium-137 sealed source. In one case, the source
fell loose and was completely exposed.

To correct the potential hazard, Kay-Ray has developed a support bracket
which they will supply free of charge to affected licensees which is
'ntended to prevent dome separation if a fracture occurs. On June 30,
1378, Kay-Ray wrote to affected customers notifying them of the avail-
anility of the support bracket and asking them to return a card confirming
possession of the source heads (Enclosure A). A number of Kay-Ray custo-
mers have not returned the card.

Ninety-two customers are located in Agreement States and subject to Agree-
ment State juriidiction (Enclosure 8).

Jecause of the incomplete response to Kay-Ray's June 30, 1978 letter and
the potential radiation hazard which may result if the units are not modi-
fied, NRC 1s contacting all affected customers within NRC's jurisdiction
through [E Bulletin No. 78-13, dated October 27, 1978 (Enclosure C). The
“ulletin contains a form to be returned to NRC and a card to be mailed to

“ay-Ray 1f the source is still in possession of the licensee.

~& ask that each of the Agreement States havina affected Kay-Ray customers
within their jurisdiction to do at least the f~1Mowing: Write to each
customer in your State notifying them of the potential hazard; ask each
customer to take the actions requested in the IE Bulletin and obtain
contirnation that the actions have been taken.
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le would also appreciate a summary of the results of your efforts.

1f you or your licensees encounter any problems or have any questions,
nlease contact either myself or Joel Lubenau. We are enclosing, in
sddition to the copy of the IE Bulletin, extra copies of Kay-Ray's

une 2 1978 letter to its customers and extra Kay-Ray post cards.
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G. Wayne Kerr, Assistant Director

to State Agreemants Program
Office of State Programs

enclosures:
See Attached List
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Lockheed Missile & Space Co.
P.0. Box 504

Org. 57/24 Bldg. 532
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

ATTN:  Dr. Luis A. Vega

Owens I111inois Inc.

14700 W. Schulte Road

Tracy, CA 95376
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Colorado:

Peavey Company, Inc.

4545 East 64th Street

.ommerce City, Colorado 80203
ATTN: W. Walker
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