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Generic Task A-12

The Honorable John D. Dingell, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Power
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power is
the "For Comment" edition of NUREG-0577, " Potential for Low Fracture Toughness
and Lamellar Tearing on PWR Steam Generator and Reactor Coolant Pump Supports".
This report provides the staff's resolution of the NRC's Generic Technical
Activity A-12, which had been declared an " Unresolved Safety Issue" pursuant
to Section 210 of the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974. NUREG-0577 describes
the technical issues, the technical studies performed by an NRC contractor,
the NRC staff's technical positions on fracture toughness of steam generator
and reactor coolant pump support materials based on these studies, and the
staff's plans for implementing its technical positions. It also provides
recommendations for further generic research regarding lamellar tearing. The
Electric Power Research Institute has been asked to fund and manage such
research.

We intend a 60 day public comment period for NUREG-0577. Also enclosed for
your information is a Federal Reaister Notice we have issued on this matter.

Sincerely,

PS$ s

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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1. NUREG-0577 |
2. Federal Reaister Notice '

cc: The Honorable Clarence J. Brown
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