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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION

*

Date: hy 13, 1980*

,

l

M.IMINARY NOTITICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-TII- 80-91
'

This: preliminarv
notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSISiE I

safety or public interest sinnificance. The in formation cresented is_ as
!_ initially received citiout ve rification or evaluation and iu basically all

that is known by IE str.f f as of this date.
Facility: Common % tith Edison Company

Zion Unit 2
Docke.t No. 304
Zion, IL

Subj ect : LOSS OF REFUELING CAVifY WATER TO T11E CONTAINMENT

At 7:05 p.m. on m y 12, 1980, a twu luch dinneter rubber hone (see.a ttached
sketch) separated from a fitting on the bonner of volve "A" of line 2DT 031,
aU owing refueling ,. cavity water (occivi ty of 1.35X10-2@ to drain from the

-

' refueling cavity into the containment building. The bose had been incorrectly
attached to valve "A" instead of valve "E" through personnel error, hintenance
workers in the arca immediately stuffed rags into the fitting on the bonnet of
valve "A" to re=trict flow and five hours later (12:08 a.m. on 5/13/80) a
diver plugged the four inch line from the refueling cavity, stopping the
leakage. The licensee had declared a site al cr r. vh en r.hc leakage hegan. The I

licennee determined that a total .le.akage. of 3.000 4,000 gallona occurred,
cithough initially the amount of water lost was thought to be as high as
25,000 gallous. -

,

. 1Eight workers became contaminated with retueling cavity water. Whole body
counting suggests persis Leut exLernal cobalt-60 and ceslum-137 contamination
un two of the workers. The radioactivity on or in these tvn pnnple does not
exceed 11% of a maximum perminaih3e body burden for thenc radinnucliden.

- Further deennt. amination and whole body counting vill occur as nece.+ ary.

The diver received a doce of about 90 m1111 rems.

No me,anurable increase in contai= ment activity and no of f site releases occurred.
The leakage went to the conta1=nent building sump where it was pumped to rad-
udste.. ',

The reactor 5kad been shutdown for refueling since May 2,1980. The reactor head
was removed, md.the refueling cavity uut.er level was m L the 615 feet elevation
(see attachod sketch). No f uel moverrents had begun and no spent fuel was in the
refuel. lag canty. The upper reactor internals had been removed and are stored
in the ref tu. ling cavi ty. P-imary containment integrity was not. required by
' Technical. Specifications and was not maintained during the time c1 the-event.-

The Headquarterm Duty Officer was ' notified by the Red Phone a L .7:20 p.'m. The.

R'egion III IRC was activated et 8:00 p.m. and a response.tcam was dispatched
to the site at 8: 45. is.m. arriving. a t 10:30 and . c::: air.ing at the site until
the 3cakage was stopped, the . correct home ennnections had been preperly cade
end the plug.* removed .frrrn the four inch drain.
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The Reside. tit inspector vill follovup as necessary.

*:he licensee did not make a press release, but has been responding to press
.

inquiries. Region ill made a press release, and ir, continuing to respond
to press inquirics.

The State nt T111nnin and the USEPA lurve been natified.

This information is etirrent as of 8:30 CST May 13, 1980.

Enclosuru:
Sketch
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Contact: W. S. 1 tie, RITT, 3H4-2552; A. B. Davis, RIII, 384-2510;
R. F. : shman, RIII, 384-2540
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Dis t. ribu t i on : Transt::icted'11 St
Chuir:r.an Ahearne Cc::::issioner Hendrie S. J. Chilk, S* CYdCoc..sissione.r Gilinsky Cunc:issioner t3radinrd C. C. Kamerer , CACosmissioner Kennedy ACRS (For Dictribution)
Transmicccd:- MNH3 _ P. Bldg TE:XOOS (IE :lig *ii .< rW. J. Dircks. K!'O !!. R. Den t.nn , NRR
C. flichcison, AKOD D. F. Konn, !!RR
J. 1. Foucit.srd PA R. J. M.trennn, !!RR
N. M. lin11 e r , MPA R. H. Vell=ur. NRRG. W. Kerr, WOS [ D. EI::cnhu t , NHR
11. K. Shapar. ET.D S . 11. I!ancuer, NRR (MATL)

SS Bldg R. Mino;;ue, Sn
J. C. Davis, N::S:t II:XOOS.
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