PRELTMINARY X\'OTIF‘ICA?ION
Date: May 12, 1980

PRELTHINARY NOTIFTCATION OF FVENT OR URNSUAL OCCURRFNCL=-PNO-III-go-88

This preliminary notificacion conztirutes TARLY noctice of events of POSSLISLE
st\frtj-of public interest ?ﬁnifh-aner. The infarmarion presented is as
initially received without verification or evalustion and ic basically all
that 1g known bv TF staft as of this date.

FACILITY: The Merhodist Medical Center of Illinois
Peoria, Illinocis
license Na, )2-03567-02

SUBJECT: LOST Ir-192 SEEDS

Region III (Chicago) was informed that the ljicensee could not lecate [ive
0.5-0.6 millicuriae Tr-192 iwmplant seeds,

The seeds were part of a set of 70 seeds removed from a parient on Thursday
cvening. When they were cvnuted at 10:30 a.m. on Priday worning, five were
missing. .

The patient and hir rnom were resurveved uller the lovs was discowered and ne
secds found. No linen or rrash had been removed from the room cince Thurcday
evening and the room had not been cleaned.

The liceusee surveyed the hospital with a CVC-700 OM merer all day Friday.

On Saturday and Sunday surveys were countinued using a scintillation probe
borrowed from the State of Illinois.

The Jicensee surveyed the entire hosplital including the immediate area outside
the hospital, the trash compactor, the landfill receiviug hospital waste und

the home of the physician who remeved the sccds frow Lhe patient. Nu seeds
were located.

Region 111 notified the State of Illinois on Friday erening. Reglou TIl will
jssur A presy release 1f the licensce does not in order ro alert rhe publie,
since the sreds may now be in the public domain.

A Region III imspector has been dispactched to the sitc.
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Region ITI received initial notification of this aniecnt ar 4:40 p.m. CDT
on Friday, May 9, 1980 Ly tclephone from the licenscc's Radiallou Slft.ty
Ufficer. Tclephonic contart has heen maintained through the weckend with
the licensec. The Leadquarters Duty Officer was informed at 5:0% p.m.
COT on Friday, May 9, 1980,

Thirs information ie curronr as of 9:30 p.w. CDT on Sunduy, May 11, 1980.

Contact: C. .J. Paperiello, RITT, 384-2511: A. R. Davis, RIIL, 384-2510.

-

Distribucion: Transmitred H s¢
Chuirman Ahenrne Commiss’ * ar Hendric S. J. Chilk, SECY
Commnissioner Glilinsky Commins ..er Rradfard C. C. Kammerer, Co
Commissioner Kennedy ACRS (For Distriducion)
Trauswicred:  MNED Bl P. Bldg IE.XC0s (LE:10 - -
W. J. Dircks, ENO T, . K. Dentoy, WHR '
C. Michelson, AROD D. F. Ross, KRR
J. J. Funchard, paA R. .1. Macesou, MRR
N. M. laller, MPA R. H. Vollmser, KRR
C. W. Kerr, MPA D. Eilsenkut, NiR
K. X. Shapar, LLD S. . lanaver, Nuu (xATkL

SS Hlip R. Minoguwe, sp
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