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The following ccamments conserning NURZGC-04E0, Volume 4, "Antizipated
. AAS Py c o T ) . 2 R " _— > D 2
rangisnts Without Scrom forr Lizht Water Resctors,” sre presented for your

1. The issuanc HG=-0LEN resultea frem the avaluation
:f the earl program as a failure. In facs program has
not teen a has sligped behiad the o schedule.
This =lipna & inpact of the Three il accident
cn iaduciry and IRC rcsources and the voluminous suvunt of information thet
was raquired to be cupplied. 1In issuing Volume 4, the T2C effectively gave
1p on the prozram bvefore all information had been received and evaluated.
Specifically, it was written prior to the receipt and review of the main
sntmittal by BiW. Additionally, sufficient clarifying interchangss between
the NRC ang industry were not ccnducted. Many of the technical concerns

sxpressed in MREG-QLAO Julume L are of a type whish could be resolved by
13
1t}

a dialogue.
Expedi%ious resoluticn of th2 ATWS issue, the goal of JL?JG-OROO Volume 4,
to0 be more nctivetzd by its protracted history as an "unresolved
gsafer,, issue"” than oy an evaluation concluding that ATWS is a safety problem
immediate action. The NRC has stated previcusly and reiterated
Toluma 4 ¢f WUAES-CU60 that ATWS does not currently impose an-upaccevtadle
lir, From a risk perspective, the exvected increage .a the
ratin‘ plants does not Justity issuance of orders until a thorouzh
¢ evaluation of t Ltotud impact of potential
e Mully evaluated., Tt is recommended th sciution of ATWS
rective wit 3 contained in the
7 ?;¢: (‘“1f: NURZG-0EE0) efforts itized based upon
ve salaety improvements. The imilementation s for ultimate
tion s:cxﬁi also be based upon tie relative improvement in overall
forded and where hardware changes sre nzoessary shcould allow for an
procurement and installatica <uring scheduled plant cutages. @4
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3. The reguirements for ATWS resolution described in Volume L are prescriptive
in nature disregarding significant differencer in the design of individual
plants. Plant specific design features may significantly impact the
appropriateness and overall plant safety of certain required modifications.
Plant designers are most qualified to evaluate .nis concern and to develcp
proper changes to achieve desired goals while assuring interactions adversely
affecting overall plant safety ure not created (eg installation of automatic
AFW initiation which may create an unreviewed safety question with respect
to steamline break events). The NRC should not detail regquirements for
specific hardware fixes but should establish acceptance eriteria which
industry may satisfy through any acceptable means.

4, The resolution of the ATWS concern should result from the estahlishment of
an acceptable level of risk from ATWS events followed by design review and
modi ication as necessary to achieve the established goal. Necessary
modifications could be either preventative or mitigative in nature, but
would be at the designer's option. Lessons learned from the Three Mile
Island accident, along with iucreased small break LOCA risks associated
with additional relief valve capacity, would appear to favor preventive
over mitigative fixes.

5. Volume &4 of NUREG-0UEDO concludes that the future likelihood of severe
ATWS consequences could become unacceptably large and proposes design
requirements for assuring continuance of the desired level of safety in
the future., Since this safety goal is not specified, it is not clear how
it will be violated by operation of current design plants or how it will
be assured by modifications specified in this document.

Please consider these comments in your future deliberations on this issue.
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