PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION

Oate: May 5, 1980
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-1-80- 70

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
satetv or Eub11c interest significance. The in‘ormation presenteg 1s as initialiy
received wilhoul verffication or evaluUation ang 1s bas1ca||x a1] that is known .
By It sTarT on this date. A B . ,

Facﬂitz. Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company
Haddam Neck (DN 50-713) 3
lladdam Neck, Ct. e e

Subject: - UNPLANNED CASFOUS RADIOACTIVITY RELLAST R e =%

At 7:50 AN, May 451980, 2 Spike reiease v¥ gaseous radiocactivity occurred during
transfer of ion exchange resin to the Acrated Drain Tank (ADT) when the +ilter was
bypassed because of ‘high ditferential prossure.. The relesse Jasted about 30 minutes

- 8nd peek czunts were 4000 cps (nominal 1imi+ s 3300). Total release was aboul -10

- Li.-and the maximum rolease rate was calculated Lc be 166% 0Ff the instantaneous -
release limit, Resin transfer conlinued, At the end of the transfor cvoiution
another 30-15 minute velease OCCurred, reaching 2787 of the instantaneous Telease

-=Tate limit, with the_peak stack monitor reading reaching 80UO cps at 9:00 a.m., and »i-
aboul 28 Ci released.  The second release was hypothesized +o have been caused by
rapid ANT level increase when Lhe resin cleared the transfer 11nes, forcing air back
up the Primary Auxiliary Building (PAB) drain lines and past the loop seals. Radiatio:

alarms were received in the PAR and Tt was evacuatod until levels returned to normal.

The Ticensee commitied to terminate resin tranfers until NRC cuncurrence in resumption
is oblained, - An NRC Reqion 1 Radiation Specialist was dispatched to the site on May
A, 1980 and confirmed that the Ticensce's response was in accordance with his emerqen:

n]an._ On site inspection will verify adequacy of 1icensee Management controls before
additional resin transtere arec undertaken.

The State of Comnecticut has been notified.  Media interest has occurred, The liconess
- 1ss5ued @ press release, NRC Region I and the HN:NO have responded £o media inquiries.
- NRC Renton I received notification ot the 7:50 a.m. rclense at 8:50 a.m. (by relay of

an 8:05 a.m. OPX report 1o the HO:DU) and was notified of the 9:00 a.m. release a+
-9:38 a.m. (hy relay of a 9:24 a.m. OPX report to the HN:DO). ® o e y
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