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As the NRC conducts these public meeting on community advisory boards a lot of information 

has been discussed and shared among a variety of reactor community members across the 

country. Some have had some form of advisory committee, some did not have an advisory 

committee while others are looking to have some type of citizen panel related to 

decommissioning. All of these communities are in some state of pre-, ongoing or post

decommissioning. What has become abundantly clear from all these exchanges is that the U.S. 

Congress has not prioritized the citizens of reactor communities. The Congress has not provided 

a legitimate pathway for local citizens and local governments or State governments to really 

. have any meaningful authority over the decommissioning or storage of nuclear waste in their 

own communities and states. This must be changed and Congress must create a real 

mechanism for communities to know what is happening with a nuclear reactor 

decommissioning and have some authority over it. Unfunded, unadvised, unstaffed, industry 

swayed advisory panels with no real authority to demand anything are not acceptable anymore. 

It has been 45 years since the U. S. Congress established the Nuclear Regulatory Commission as 

an independent agency. While the NRC is independent from the Department of Energy the NRC 

has not remained independent of the nuclear industry. It has become obvious to communities 

who look to the NRC to be an independent arbitrator of community and licensee differences 

that the communities are last in line and given only a token level of consideration while the NRC 

works to facilitate the industry's interests more so than protect and represent the public. 

The current system of complete federal control over nuclear decommissioning and abandoned 

nuclear waste does not work well for the communities most impacted. Until Congress takes 

action to change the way the NRC and licensees are required to work with and respond to 

reactor communities, local governments and states these hearings as well as citizen advisory 

panels will not be very effective in serving the public. I ask for the Congress to rectify this 

unacceptable situation. 




