oo awmsea 000614 0H4%
Prode & UTIL FaCe 51-33& l‘\'

P.0.Box 1E9
Suxzmerdale, FA 17C93
August 8, 1979

UeSe. JNuclear Regylatory Comzission

Washington, D.C.. 20535

Gentlemen:

As an interested and perscradly concerned citizen, I have been an
avid reader of all the informational articles in newspapers and
magazines that I have been atle to acquire, as welll as a number
of bookscn nuclear power gereration. When the Kemeny Commission
on the Accident at Three Mile Island cpened its public hearings at
Middletown,Pa. I attendedthem. LlLater I listened to thcse portions
in Washington, D.C.. that were carried by our local public radio,
and have since read zyst of the transcripts of the testimony of
the numercus involved persons, as well as IRC records available

at the State Library., I have indeed been very busy this suzxer,

and it i3 all %oo true that the more you kmow, the less you likel

There are several points that I would like to = ke in regard to
determinations of damages caused by the March 28 1979 accident,

one of which is that it is not readly over, and #ill not be for

some pnknown period of time, when the Unit TWO reactor is fira lly
cletne;.;;, and hopefull decommissioned, no easy feat from my stud-
ies, Meanwhile residents of the neighboring communities are coping
as best they can with their worries and frustrations over lossé of
value inkheir real estate, anxiety over the possibility of Met-2d's=

sossi¥ly being able, bysome zmeans,to re-=open Unit ONE, worries about
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their own and their children's health for now and in the future, with
no possible way %o imow just how zuch of a radiaticn dose an— ziven
perscn wight have received.. To say that the IIRC was poorly prepared
for a nuclear plant accident is putting it mildly. It seems to me
that the fact that so many of the radiation-mor.itoring devices at

™I went off-sca le, were saturated, pinned the meters, or whatever
the term used should have immediately been the cause for aprecaution=-
ary evacuation of the immediate ar=a. From the testimony of several
federal officials this would indeed have been worthwhile, The levsl:
of radiati-., doses required for determining the occurrence of a sO-
called ZI0 are woefully sutdated and inadequate <for determining
health sffects since there is no safe level of radiation, snd
there is no doubt a cumulative effect from thercutine emissicns of
the two plants atTMI, With thelRC acting as judge and jury, and be=-
ing to a debatabie degree ressponsible for the cccurrence on March 28
because of policdes governing safety equipment, procedures, andihe
installation and use nf radiation monitoring devices, it's hard for
u3 citizens to accept the apparently foregene conclusion that ithere
was no "Extracrdinary Nuclear Occurrence’ at Three Mile Island.
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As a property-owner on nearby Beech Island, a very pleasnt suzmer
cottage built new after the '72 Agnes £lood with svery opportunity

for exposure, all unknowingly, from the start-up testing, routine
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emissions, and water pollution by TMI I can assure there has been
at least §5000 dazage (in value) %o ocur and many other cottages, not

%o zention the loss of peaceful enjoyment cof river activities.

Ther: nas indeed beengrave dazaze done %o Gentral PA. citizens, in
personal nhealth and well-being, in continuing risk to life and prop-z

erty, and inloss of faith in our government agencies, like the NRC. .
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